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If it is true that he is a beneftictor who causes two

blades of grass to grow where only one grew before, then

it may be said that he who causes two facts to stand out in

bold relief where only one fact appeared before, is a friend

to truth and a conservator of history ; and if he brings a

multitude of facts that otherwise would hav^e been lost to

sight, surely he is to be commended, and his motives not

to be misconstrued. The author of this work needs not to

apologize for bringing it forth. He has put u])on record a

multitude of facts that might have passed into oblivion, as

far as the memory of man is concerned, had he not taken

occasion to fix them on paper as he himself remembered

them, and as hundreds of others will attest, for the perusal

of the future historian.

Already the general results of the war are well known

to every student of history, for the late war has now passed

into l»ist')ry ; but the thousands of incidents that appeared

then to be of no importance have yet proved to be the piv-

otiii points nj)on which many an engagement turned, and

tli'-y are set lorth in the light in which they appeared to

the observant soldier, whose duty was to go antl to come at

the bidding of his superior officer. It was not his privilege

to say yea or nay, but simply to obey. By no means was

the American volunteer soldier a machine. Often was it

the case that he who simply wore the blue, Avithout insig-

nia of oilice of any kind, was possessed of an insight as
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INTRODUCTORY. 3

penetrating into the events tliat were passing abont him as

was that of those whose duty it was to direct the issues of

the campaign. This may be said truthfullv of the Ameri-

can volunteer, that, taken collectively, they rarely ever ar-

rived at a wrong conclusion in the movement that was

being made, and this without communication with their

superior officers. They conversed freely w^ith each other

while around the ])icket fire, and intelligently forecasted

the operations of their superiors, and not infrequently were

pungent criticisms indulged in that would have cost them

their hope of preferment; for every soldier hoped that in

some way his services would be recognized, and that he

might be able to go back to his people, if not with the in-

signia of promotion, at least with the commendation of his

superior officers, that would enable him to look the whole

world in the face.

The author of this book lias made the various situa-

tions from 1861 to 1 S65 a careful study, and having been

continually at the front during all that period, and having

been a close student of all that was going on about him, he

possesses a vantage ground from which he can take abroad

survey of all the events of thnt period. Much of the time

his opportunities for obtaining information were of the best,

and while it was his duty to serve with closed lips, his ear

was alert for everything that would tend to enli<j;hten him

upon what was going on. Often entrusted with the execu-

tion of important orders, his oj)portunities for observation

were enlarged, and, l^eing careful to keep a record of the

daily doings of the armv with which lie was connected, he

created a fund of information that for usefulness far sur-

passed anything that he then suspected, fur when he con-

ceived the idea of writing up the annals of his regiment, ho

found himself possessed of a vast amount of material

that was like a reflected image, for it was the record of the

hour and the place. But that was not all. His experience

had prepared him to bring to his assistance the best testi-

mony that could be obtained concerning the various (am-

piiigns v,'J which his regiment was engaged. He has pro-



INTKODUCTORY

ciiivd documents that emanated in the hour of engagement,

under the showers of shot and shell, amidst the roar of

battle, the huzzahs ot victory, or in sight of the panic, it

may be, that almost invariably attended defeat. Some of

these documents are of more than ordinary interest, as they

throw a strong light upon the motives that actuated the

authorities on either side. Some have been prepared by

the survivors of the war, who occupied prominent positions

aud wielded great influence, and the testimony will be of

])articular interest to all who participated in the battles de-

scribed as reflecting the intention that was behind each

moveuient. Letters have been written embracing events

that would have faded from memory, and as they are thus

brought to mind, they will find corroboration in the minds

of many who participated in the actions described.

Tliis volume will prove to be of great value to the

studeut of the late w^ar ; first, because no pains have been

sj)ared to secure accuracy, and second, every form of exag-

geratiou or laudation has been carefully excluded.

E. E. EWIXG,
Lieutenant 91st O. V. I.



ROSXKR OF
Field, Staff and Company Oflicers of the Regiment,

Showing the changes therein from the date of" origi-

nal erganization to the date of muster out, June 30, I8O0.

Date (if



Second Rcfriniont C*:ivalrv—Continued.

Pilt«> of
rumiii! simi.

Oct. 19

Apr. 29

Nov
Nov
Oct.

July

Jan.

Nov

'61.

'64.

26.'6

7, '(:

22/6
June 26/

(

Apr. 29/(

Nov
Jan.

Oct.

May
Nov

4.

1.

68.

7; '(

19, '(

18, '(

24/6
Nov. 26

Nov. 22/(

Jan. 27, '6

May IS,

Nov. 22/6
Jnne 26,'(

Apr. 1,

Nov. 26

Oct. 19, '(:

Jan. 2,

May 18, '6

Nov. 2

Nov. 22,'(

Nov. 24,'(:

May 18, '63,

Nov. 22,'61,

Nov. 5, '62,

Nov. 22,'61,

Nov. .5, '62,

Oct. 16, '61.

Nov. 2, '64.

Oct. 19,'61.

May 18/63.
Nov. 26,'64.

Nov. 22,'61,

July 31/62.

Ntinicsand R.-ink.

Captains.

Ja.s. L. Waller
Wni. V. Johnson
Alberto Campbell
Wm. H. Powell
Cha.'^. E. Hambleton B
I.srael B. jMurdoek B
Will S. Merrill B
Thomas Neal C
James Allen C
James A IMorrison C
EdMin S. Morjrnn C
Ebenezer E. AVilson C
Henry S. Hamilton D
Alex.'H. Rieker D
Jas. A. Umplebv D
John McNally

'

D
Andrew Se(^tt E
Jeremiah Davidson E
Joseph Ankroni E
Arthur D.Eells F
Oliver H. T. Seott F
Geo. Millard F
Henry S. Swentzel F
John MeMahon G
Jasjier A. Smith G
Jo.seph Ankrom G
Jasper A. Smith (J

David Dove H
James A. Umplel)v H
Alex. H. Rieker " H
Newton J. Behan I

Wra. M. Fortescue I

Silas H. Emmons K
Edwin S. Morgan K
George W. Gilmore Ij

Jasper A. Smith M
First Lieutenants,

Lewis E. Campbell, A
Alexander Ward, A
Elihu I). Robinson, A
Chas. E. Hambleton, I^

P. F. Roherbaeker, iB

Dis. Apr. 25, '64
Mus. mit txp. tciiii service

Pro. to Major
l*ro. to Major
Mus. out exp. term service

Res. June 14, '65

Res. July 22, '62

Pro. to Major
Mus. out exp. term servioe

Pro. to Major
Mus. out clo.'ie war
Res. date not known
Trail, to Co. U Mar. 1 '«

Mus. out exp. term service .

Mus. out close of war
Re.s. Jan. 12, '62
Pro. to Maj. 7y (>. V. I. Sept. 14,

Mus. out close of war
Res. May 6, '62

Res. Dec. 23, '62
Mus. out exp. term service

Mus. out close of war
P^ro. to Major
Res. May 14, '63

Pran. to Co. E.
Mus. out close of war
Pro. to LtCol.
Tran. to Co. D
Mus. out exp. term service

Res. Oct. 23, '62
SIus. out exp. teriu service

Res. Oct. 17, '62

Tran. to Co. C.
INI us. rut evp. term service

Tran. to Co. G

Res. Feb. 28, 1863.
:Musterecl out ex term service.

Mus. out close war.

Pro. to Capt.

Res. Feb. 24' 1863.



Second Reglmcat Cavalry—Continued.

Dnte of
Coniniitision.

Xiimcs and Rank

Mav
July

Nov
Nov
Jan.

Nov
Nov
Nov
May
Jan.

Jan.

May

18/63.

14/64.

22/61,

26/61,

7/65.

Oct. 19/61.

May 18/63.

5/62.

26/64.

22/61.

29/62.

2/63.

27/63.

18/63.
July 12/64.

Jan. 7/65.

Nov. 22/61.
June 26/62.
Nov. 5/62.
April 1/62.

Nov. 26/64.
Oct. 19/61.
May 18/63.
Nov. 2/64.

22/61.

5/62.

29/64.

22/61

Nov
Nov
Apr.
Nov
June 26/62.

Oct. 9/62.
•Apr. 29/64.

Nov. 22/61,

Nov. 5/62.
May 18/63.
Oct. 16/61.
Sept. 26/64.

Nov. 2/64.

Oct. 19/61.
Oct. 9/62.
May 18/63.
Apr. 29/64.
Nov. 26/64.

Israel B. Murdock,
Edwin A. Rosser,

Jeremiah M. Boyd,
Ebenerer E. Yv'ilson

Abijah B. Farmer,
Geo. AY. Snyder,
James M. Merrell,

John McNally,
Samuel McVey,
Andrew A. Font's,

Jasper A. Smith,

Jeremiah Davidson,
Joseph Ankroni,
John D. Barber,

Wm. S. Merrell,

James AV. Hicks,
Oliver H. P. Scott,

Wm. M. Fortescue,

Geo. Millard,

Lloyd B. Stephens,

Charles C. Clise,

Geo. B. jSIontgomery,

John J. Mediicott,

Milton McMillin,
John Walden,
James A. Umpleby,
James AV. Bicker,

John W. Neal,

Geo. K. Weir,
Wm. V. Johnson,
Samuel S. Hawk,
Wm. Yard,
John McNally,
James M. Merrell,

James Abraham,
Jasper A. Smith,

Milton McMillin,
Sec. Lieutenants.

Charles A, Hudson,
A.lexander Ward,
James W. Bicker,

Ebenezer E. Wilson,
Abijah B. Farmer,

Sailoi's Ciwk

Pro. to Capt.

Mustered out.

Killed Sept. '64.

Pro. to Capt.
Wontidcil at Sail
Apr. ti, r,.-i.

Res. Feb. 24, '63.

Trans, to Co. K.
Pro. to Capt.

Mus. out close war.

Dis. Feb. 26, '62.

Pro. to Capt. Co. G.
Pro. to Capt.

Pro. to Capt. Co. G.
Killed near Winchester .July 27,

Pro. to Capt. Co. B.

Mus. out cl(.)se war.

Pro. to Capt.

Pro. to Capt. Co. I.

Pro. to Capt.

Res. July 13, '64.

Mus. out close war.

Res. Feb 24, '63.
Uonoral.lv digcliaraed .Sept. 27,

]Mus. out close war.

Re,s. Oct. 22, 1863.

Pro. to Capt.
3iustered out ex term service

Res. May 5, 1862.
li^iUed at Fayett.sville ^.'pt. 12,

Pi-o. to Capt. Co. A.
Mustered out ex term service.

Res. Sept. 30, '62.

Trans. Apr. 7, '63.

Mustered out ex term service.

Mustered out ex term service.

Pro. to Capt.

Trans, to Co G.

Res. Sept. 30, '62.

Pro. to 1st. Lt.
Pro. to 1st. Lieut. Co. II.

Pro. to 1st. Lieut -Co. ('.

Pro. to 1st. Lieuf Co. I'.



Seeoiul Ut'o-iment Cavalry—Continued.

Diitf' of
CoiiiiuisKidn.

NaiiU'S ;iiiil ItiUik.

Jan. 7/65.

Nov. 22/61.

June 26/62.
May 18/63.
Apr. 29/64.

26/64.
22/61.

9/62.

26/64.
Oct. 19/61.
Jan. 2/63.

26/64.

22/61.

27/63.

26/64.
18/63.

7/65.

27/61.
June 26/62.

Nov. 5/62.

1, 63.

26/64.

19/61.

2/63.
18/63.

30/64.
22/61.

5/62.

24/63.
May 22/61.
Oct. 9/62.

Nov. 22/61.
Nov. 5/62.
Aug. 22/61.
Oct. 22/61.
Sept. 30/64.

Nov
Nov
Oct.

Nov

Nov
Nov
Jan.

Nov
May
Jan.

Nov

Apr.
Nov.
Oct.

Jan.

May
Sept.

Nov.
Nov
Oct.

Emerson McMillin,
James Allen,

Israel B. Murclf)ck,

Jas. A. Morrison.

Wm. S. Merrill,

Martin Kramer.
Wm. Church,
Harvey J. Fnimor.
Geo. Freeman,
Edwin S. Morgan.
James A. Hoover,
W. S. Clannahan,
Josej)h Ankrom,
Henry F. Swentzel,

James W. Hicks,

Alberto Campbell,
John M. Corns,

Wm. M. Fortescue,

George Millard,

Lloyd B. Stephens,

Oliver C. Ong,
Elisha T. Fisher,

Jeremiah Davidson,

John J. Medlicott,

Alberto Campebll,
Wm. J. Kii-kendall,

James A. Umpleby,
Geo. W. Shoemaker,
Charles C. CI ice,

John A. Lowe,
Jonathan B. Carlisle,

John McNally,
Walter Christoj)her,

Lewis M. Dawson,
Lsaac N. Fordvce,

Wm. J. Kirkendall,

Mns. out close war.

Pro. to Capt. Co. C.

Pro. to 1st Lt.

Pro. to Capt. Co. C.
I'l'o. to 1st. Li(.'ut. Co. E.

Mus. out close Avar.

Res. Sept. 30, '62.
.Miist4iied out ex term service.

Mus. out close war.

Pro. to Capt. Co. K.
Itiisttired out ex term eerviie.

Mus. out close war.

Promoted to 1st Lt.

Pro. to Capt. Co. F.

Pro. to 1st. Lt.

Pro. to Capt. Co. A.
Mus. out close war.

Pro. to 1st. Lt.

Prisoner of wai.

Mus. out close war.
Pro. te 1st. Lieut. Co. E.

Pro. to 1st. Lt.

Trans, to Co. E.
Mus. out close war.

Pro. to 1st Lt.

Killed May 2, '63.
I'ro. to l.^t. Lieut. Co. F.

Res. Sept. 30. 'G2.
Mustered out JIarcli 21, 'tir>.

Pro. to 1st. Lt.
Prisoner of w;ir captured at
ravettsville .July I, T,:!.

Dis. Oct. 31, '61.

Dis. Nov. 19, '62.

Trans, to Co. G.



HOH-COMMISSIOKED STAFF.
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stand Up, Second West Yirgmia Cayalry, and Be

Counted

!

Roster of the Second West Virgiuia Volunteer Cavalrr,
showing the changes in said regiment from the dfite of or-

ganization to the date of first muster out on the 28th dav
of November, 18G4.

COMPANY A.

Niiinos. 1 Rank.



Co. "A" Secoud Regiment Cavalry—Cnntinuod. 11

Names.

Newman, Jos. B.
Parr, Peter
Pierce, Amos
Pieree, Elmore
Price, B. F.
Plummer W. S.

Rnpe, John C
Russell, Sheffield

Russell, Chfth. R.
Rutherford, M. J.

Sansbury, Isaac

Scott, Austin
Sear Is, William
Smith, David C.

Stout, Geo, P.

Ted row, William
Welker, David
Welker, Samuel
AVoodard, Geo. W.

Veterans.

Robinson Elihu
Cornwell, Jno. G.
Sanders, Ezra
Crouser, John A.
Ollviu, Isaac W.
Nease, Lewis S.

Smith, Clark B.

Sanders, Emerson,
Campbell, Chas. B.

Sipon, David
Cha])pell, B. M.
Simms, W. H. H.
Crooks, John L.

Merrill, Robert
Day, Simeon
Krofoot, Geo. M.
Garner, James
Dubois, Levi
Barker, Leand'r R,
Biggs, Alex. T.
Boling Joseph R.
Calhoun, Thos. J.

Cartwright, G. T.

Hysell, Samp>>on

Priv

Kiitik. M W I Kill niustcic^.

l&t Sgt

Segt

Corp'l

Bugler
I?l;K-k-
Kiiiith

i (

Wag'r
Priv.

19

18

19
42
19

18
18

22
18

18

18

27

IS

24
19

23
31

19

29

21

22

23
22

27

27

24

20
20
21

19

21

20
38
20
20

19

27

18

18

22

19

18

29

Jan. 14, G4
Jan. 15, 64

Dec 29, 63
Jan. 15, 64
Dec. 29, 63
Jan 15,64

Not mustered out.

Nov. 8, 61

Feb. 26,62
Nov. 8, 61

Ro-eii!isto(l X<iy. 20, l,sc,;i.



I'l Co/'A" Second Ut'i2;iiiK'nt C'avalrv—C'ontimuMl.

Plysell, Sam'l P.

Hysell, Lewis
Jones, Andrew P.

Kennedy, A. M.
Lewis, John L.

Loom is, Sam'l 0.

layman, llnsh II.

Morgan, Gran,

Peek, A. J.

Quickie^ A]qx. K.
Richards, Morgan
Robertson. J. W.
Ronsli, Wm.
Rntherford M. AV.

Schilling, Stephen.

Spragne, Saml S.

Stephenson, T. AV.

Sanders, Wm. G.
Webster, Benj.

Discharged.

Goddard, Pearley.

Garner, Silas.

Giles, Wm. H.
(lerolman, Peter.

Lan head, Silas A.

Mnrray, Wm.
Sanders, Danl. W.
Skinner, Jas. D.

Died.

Singer, Thos. A.
Chase, Summer F.

Bailey, David 0.

King, Thos. B.

McCormick, J. W.
Reynolds, Wm. L.

Radford, Joseph.

Skiles, Thos. C.

Transferred.

Campbell, Alberto.

Shoemaker, G. W.
Atkinson, James.

Brown, Leander.

Calhoun, Wm. W.
Chamberlain, J. M

riv.

IJuglcr.

Priv,

1st Scrs

Segt.

Priv.

21

18

19

21

41

21

18

18

19

23

18

18

18

2(

18

21

29

18

23

18

18

21

44

22

18

19

18

21

23

21

21

18

21

21

18

24

21

19

18

20

18

When imisti-icd
into service.

Nov. 8, 61 Kc-.-iiIist.Ml Xi

.liiii. l.\ '111.

Nov. s, Ml.

Jan. 1."), Ml.

Nov. S, Ml.

Nov. S, 'r,i.

.Ian. l.'i, 'CI.

Nov. s, Ml.

.liin. IC, '|-,4.

Nov. s. Ml.

Not mus. out.

ilisted Nov. 2(1,

\t (iallipolis, ()., (late nn-
Uiiown.

At Pt. Pleasant. Va. date
nnknown

.\t (iallipolis, (), (late un-
known

At Pt Pleasant, Va. date
nnkncpwn

Gallipolis, O.

See death roll.

t(



Co."A" Second Reirimont Cavalrv—Continued l.'>

Niiiiifs.



14 COMPANY B.

Powell, Wm. H.
Hambleton, C. E.
Murdock, I B.
Roherback, P. F.

Rosser, Edwin A.
Allen, Jatnes.

Morrison, Jas. A.
Merrill, Wni. S.

Ferg;us()n, W. W.
Clark, Samuel.
Able Jesse.

Kirker Richard A
Hopkins, D. W.
Parker, Wm. PI-

Blankenship, Wm
Howard, Michael.
Booth, Nathaniel.

Burch, Wayne.
Henry, Wm. K.
Hopkins, Wm. G
Hopkins, H. G.
Lewis, Richard.
Morgan, Mordeci
Millard, Richard.
Monroe, R. M.
Morris Jefferson.

Pugh, John.
Ridout George
Swartenalter H. A.
Starlin Abraham
Stimson Albion B.

Sanders Oscar W.
Todd Alfred
Williams Tiioma^

Recruits.

Kirker Casey L.

Brown Leander
Carmichael John
Caruthers Wm. Jj.

Drake Stephen P.
Eakins Emoi-v A.
Hafflich Kraidc

Kirker Rolit.

Kirk 101 i E

liank.



Co."B" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued. 15

Ximie-^.



16 C()."B" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued.

Nmmi.'s.



- w
1 a
= H
r H
n O

? H

- I>

O

s o





COMPANY C. 17

Nanips.



18 Co.'^C" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued.

Xa.iR-s.



Co."C" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued 19

Yonng, David
Discharged.

Barrens, F. A,
Bovd, Henry
Fontz, Tlios. B.

Lynch, Geo. B.

Thompson, Orville

Slack, Robt S.

Woods, Simon
AVilson, J. M.

Died.

Dye, Enoch L.

Swallow, John W.
Cox, Baldwin
Hamilton, S. B.

Hoskins, Hudson
Leonard, A. W.
McMillin, Marion
Shreves, Jas. H,
Smith, William
Ullum, Stephen

Transferred.

Barber, John B.

Johnston, W. V.
Smith, Geo. S.

Wilson, E. E.
Deserted.

Barker, Elisha

Batton, Jas. O.
McMillin, Levi
Switzer, Fred

Aggregate,

So-t

Corp.

Priv.

18

18

19

23

48
18
•21

30
25

22

20

22

20

21

19

19

20
18

44

into ^il•lvil•e

Fe'o 13, 62

Xov. 8,61

Xov. 8, 61

Dec. 1, 63
Xov. 8. 61

1st Sgt23Nov. 8, 61

Bugler 23

1st Sjrt 22

Priv.

Remarks

;!«'-i'iilirited Xov. 211, li.T

Ford is. Oct. 6,62
u u

For dis. Oct 14, 62
For dis Oct. 8,62
At Pt. Pleasant Nov. 2."), 63

.Vt GiillipoliH Oct. ir,, 62

a u

Dis. at enlistment

See death roll

Pro. 1st Lt. Co. E
Pro. 1 St Lt. Co. I

Pro. 1st Lt. Co.

-

Pro. 2d Lt. Co- A.

22 Dec. 2, 61 Sept. 17, 62
.Vt ('hiirleston .Ian. :.,18' "

16 Nov. 8,61
24'June 2, 61

.vt Parkeisliurg July I'.i, fi-1

Sept. 16, 62

Ill men



20 COMPANY D.

Hamilton, H. S.

Ricker, Alex H.
Uinpleby,James A.

Snyder, Geo. W.
McNally, John
Morgan, Edwin S.

Hoover, James A.
VV'ard, Alexander
L(»wry, Grafton •

Sliry, Sylvester

Dowd, Homer C.

Barthotf, James
Carpenter, B. F.

Chidester Z.

Dunkle, Henry
Emigh, Joshua
Font, George AV.

Harbarger, John
Joseph, James
Moore, Jesse

Millbeek, Wm.
McAllister, Allen

Schvvarp, Andrew
Recruits.

Armstrong, James
Bush, Samuel
Bess, Charles

Bovver, Leonard
Coulter, Benj.

Cook, Paris

Davis, John
Davis, Benj.

Gore, John H.
Herndon, Wm.
Huggiu-, Wm.
Jones, Granville

Jones, Emanuel
Johnson, Elmer A
Miller, And'rs'nT.

Oiler, John A.
Oiler, Geo. R.

Partlow, Morgan
Roach, Peter N.

Capt.
a

t(

1st Lt,
((

2d Lt.
u

1st Sgt

Sgt
Corp.

Priv.

Wlipn mastered
into service.

30
38

28
23
26

27

22

27

21

21

18

18

21

22

22

32
32

36
26

44
32

23
25

1

18

20
40
18

19

21

21

18

21

24

20
18

20
21

21

29

.18

21

Nov. 8,

Nov. 8,

lietiigned date unknown

Assigned to Co. H
Not mustered out
Kesigned date unknown

Pro. to captain

Not mustered out

Pro. 1st Lt. Co A
Wounded at Wincliester

Sept. 1», M
Mustered out

Aug 28,63

Feb. 20,64
u

J un. 30,63
Nov. 18,63

Mar. 6, 64
<(

Jun.30,63

Feb. 20,64

Nov. 18,63

May 1, 64

Dec. 2, 62

Mar.25, 64

Feb. 20,64
Mar. 24,64

[Jun.30, 63

[Dec. 19,62

Prisoner of war.

Not mus. out.

mis'g May 15, 63

not mustered out.

G. C. M.



Co. "D" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued. 21

Simmons, Henry
Soulsby, Edward
Thomas, David C.

Wills, David T.

Workman, Rob't
Workman, David

Veterans.

M'Clannahan, W S
Frazee, Jekhiel

Davis, Samuel
Shaw, James
Andrews, Jos. W.
Dunkle, Perley

Steele, James S.

Jarvis, Emanuel
Hawks, John L.

Nunnemaker, Jno.

McConnell, Wm.
Smith, Silas

bhuster, John S.

Coulter, Jos. C.

Cooper, Isaac N.
Myers, Fred
Blackford, Thos.

Black, Geo. N.
Boyer, Geo. W.
Bobo, Arvi J.

Brown, James N.
Cable, John
Dixon, Henry
David, F. M.
Eby, Philander
Erwin, Wm. D.
Herrold, Chas. P.

Hileman, H. H.
Hannah, S. P.

Hays, Christopher
Hanning, John
Jurock, Prosper
Keeton, J. M.
Kale, John
Lowry, Thomas
McQuaid, L. M.

Rank.
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McQuaid, C. W.
Morgan, Morgan
McGahy, W.
McElheny, John
Nixon, Isiah

O'Donncll, D.
Shry, Jacob
Stephens, l^euj.

Latman, John W.
Tomlinsou, J. F.

Watkins. Samuel
Wyatt,John W.
Welsh, James

Discharged.

Herrold John
Nixon, John
Ebys, Andrew

Transferred

Ward, Alexander
Morgan, Edward

Died.

Black, Benj. F.

Bobo, G. C.

Lowry, David C.

Lowry, Courtney
Burgess, Wm. T.

Remy, William
Jackson, John J.

Deserted.

Keeton, John J.

Powers, Dan'l V.
Barthoif, Azariah

Peckenpaugh, R.

Mullens, John H.
Boyer, Ashel
Ratliff, Darius
Null, Francis M.
Dunkle, Amos

Rank, | ^ When nnistcied
into service.

Priv.

Remarks,

1st Sfft
2nd Lt.

rriv.

Corp.
Priv.

19
40'

22

29

18

35

H8
21

20

21

21

20
22

22

27

42

27

27

43
18

22

21

37
18

21

22

22
32

18

26

18

21

21

19

Re-enl. Jan. 1, 64

Wounded May 10, 'fi4.

Re-enl. Jan. 1,64

Wounded Blay 10, '64.

Re-enl. Jan. 1, 64

Aug.28,63
June30,63
Mar. 6,64

Nov. 8, 61

Dec. 23,62

Nov. 8, 61

Aug.28,63
Dec. 2, 63

Nov. 8, 61

Feb 20,64
Nov. 8,61

For Dis. Oct. I6,'f>2.

For Dis. Oct. 24, '62'

For Dis. Oct. 14, '(i3

Pro. 2nd Lt. Co A
I'ro. to Capt. Co. K.

See death roll.

Camp Piat, Dec. 8. 'ri2.

Camp Piatt, Jan. C '6.3.

Camp Piatt, 3Iar. 3, '63.

Camp Toland, Dec. 28, '63.

Camp Toland, Feb. 28, '64.

Parkersburg, July IS, '64.

Blacksburg, May, 13, '64.

Parkorsburg, July 13, 'IJ4.

Camp Toland, July 8, '64.

Aggregate 117 men

.
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Scott, Andrew
Davidson, J.

Font, Andrew A.
Smith, Jasper A.
Ankroni, Joseph
Barber, John D.
Sweutzel, H, F.

Kush, Asa C.

Craig:, Henry C.

Martin, Geo. P.

Hedges, Warren
Crisman, Thomas
Davis, Chris.

Dickerson, J. L.

Fonts, Benj.

Rnsh, Joseph
Porter, Wm. H.
Aukrom, David
Ankrora, Linz
Becket, Jessie M.
Cross, Monroe
Carder, IMartin

Callihan, C. M.
Chamberlain, J. N
Crowser, H. W.
Carwell, George
Grubb, Archibald
Herron, James U.
Hadlev, Eichard
Hardwav, H. M. D
Henn,', *Robt. M.
Jackson, Saml C.

Knight, J.

Lighthizer, AV. T.

Mosgrove, T.

MeCnl lough, J.

MeCullongh, H.
McClain, Charles

^EcMasters, J. L.

Palton, Henry W
Pock, Dairus D.
Quickie, Nial A.
Robiuett, Thomas

Kaiik.



24 Co."E" Scoo
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Smith, John Priv

Smith, Jacob

Spencer, Geo. J. C
Williams, Peter

Benson, Calvin

Discharged.

Ankrom, Joseph

Ankrom, Andrew
Calwell, James
Davis, George
Graw, John W.
Hart, Josiah M.
Hallcraft, Elijah

McQuaid, Eli

McGwigan.AVm. E
Moore, John W.
Sweatland, Joel G
Troyman, Joseph

Woodvard, John E
Wood'yard, T. W.

Died
Smith, Wm.
Humpfield, Ed.

Burdett, Silas A.

Chaplin, John L.

Durbin, Samuel A.
Filkill,Wm. H.
Hartford, Wm. M.
Irwin, Justice

Orr, Wm. W.
Worman, Franklin

Phillips, George
Transferred.

Ong, Oliver C.

Deserted.

Bradley, Patrick

Eades, Geo. W.
Parr, John J.

Hamilton, Isaac

M When mUHtereil
into service.

18 Nov
18

19

23
32

42
23

1

44
2

44
42

40
36
18

46

28

26

19

8, 61

Corp
Bugler
Priv.

1st Sgt

Nov. 8, 61

Nov. 8, 61

Re-enl Nov.20,63

Jan. 6, 64

.. Nov. 20, 63

Fordis. Septl6,62

Aug. 62

.. Oct. 62
ISy G. C. M. Feb. is, fi2

Fordis. Mar. 10 63

.. Oct. 62

.. Sept 16, 63

.. Nov. 11, 62
Date and cause unknown.

For dis, June 62

.. Oct. 62

See death roll

Apr. 5 64

20 Nov. 8, 61

Nov. 8, 61

Aug.28,63

Pro. 2nd Lt Co F

Camp Piatt Feb.' y, •',:;.

.. Jan. 5, 64

At WestonW.Va.
(iullipolis June 17 lU

Aggregate, less received from other Cos 106 men.
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Eel Is, Arthur D
Scott, Oliver H.P
Millard, Gcorg'e

Fortescue, Y/m-M.
Stephens, LloydB.
Ong:, Oliver C."

Bunnin^ton, H. H
Sharp, Thomas
Jenkins, Samuel
Brooke, Henry R
Bucey, Wm. T.

Ellson, Isiah

Gray, Joshua
Hall, John
Herman, Chas. A
Metcalf, Joseph
]Miller, El bridge
Smith, Wm, A.
Strouse, Phillip

Shuman, Samue
Weir, Wm. C.

Cassell, Wm. E.
Recruits.

Barker, Josiah W
Ballenger, James
Cunningham, A. J.

Deval, Samuel
Gray, Thomas
Hall, Leman
Plall, Isaac

Hoffman, A. J.

Hunt, Edwin
Langley, Nicholas
Light, Plenry

Lillv, Pleasant H.
Lill>, Geo. W.
Lane, John P.

^lonuett, George
Murphy, John
Meadows, Creed T.
Meadows, Wm.
Maron, Horatio
Nichols, William

Eaiik.



Co. ''F" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued.

IstSgt
2tn Sgt

Com S
Segt

Corp'l

Ormsbv, James Priv

Ray, Samuel
Smith, Jacob
Stryers, Jehu
Spooner, Cyrus M.
Walters, Geo. R.

Whitehill, Resin

Vickery, Azell R.

Veterans.

McVey, Samuel
Dcarner, John F.

Eckleberry, M. 1

Harris, Samuel
Wilson, Wm.
Sanford, Geo. P.

Nickel, James B.

Wright, Amos
Alton, Milton

Ellis, Lindlay F.

Leasure, Ephraim
Jenvey, Geo. K.
Morgarage, D. J.

Stutes, David
Dyer, Charles

Papp, John
Walker, AndrcAV
Andrews, Marcel

Brooks, Joseph
Biggers, Wilson S
Bartlett, Calvin

Byers, James F.

Byers, William A.
Clifford, Samuel
Crouley, Paul F.

Cowee, Seneca A.

Darby, Thomas
Dyer, John
Freek, John F.

Goodwin, John A
Hankinson, H. J

Hall, Jonathan
Hays, James ]M.

King, John

When rev-stered
into a^Vvice.

19 Oct. 1, 62

28

Bugh

Bliick-
sniitli

Sadd'i

Wag' r

Priv

38
20
24

21

20
24

21

21

21

18

19

30
18

33

35

23

21

21

21

22

22
19

22

21

Sept 29,63

June 29,63

Jan. 5, 64

Sept 29,62

Aug. 28 63

Nov. 8 61

Xov.19 61

Rc-enl.Jan. 1, 64
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Nairn's.

Laughery, Thorn.
Love, Solomon
Lucas, Jacob
Mains, Simon
Mains, Elijah

McAtee, Wm.
McDeiel, John J.

Mallory Johnson
Prindle, Martin
Pyle, Geo. D.
Rogers, George
Rarden, Wm. H.
Rarden, W. H. H.
Ross, Daniel
Rink, Geo. W.
AVhyde, James
Colvon, Edward

Discharged.
Perry Armstrong
Byers, John A.
Bell, James R.
Bushon Joseph
Cornelius, George
Dozer, Lyman
Fisher, Joshua
Gardner, James
Rarden, Jacob C.

Stoddard, Milton
Signor, Thomas
Warner, Geo, P.

Henderson, Wm.
Died.

Bolen, Joseph M.
Fitzpatrick, John
Howell, Isaac

Perry, James W

.

Scott, Freeman
Taylor, Joseph P.

Fathers, Chas. J.

Transferred.

Wei^, Geo. K.
Clise, Chas. C.

Medlicott, John

Rank.
i
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Namos.

Deserted.

Alchier, William
Baaz, Samuel
Siiodgrass, Joseph
J^angley, Harvey
Lowery Alvin

Priv.

Wlipn iiinstcri'd
into service.

20 Oct. 10, 62'At Camp Piatt

IHNuv.lO^Gl
18 At Charleston

Aggregate 129 men.

COMPANY G.

^NIcMahon, John
Smith, Jasper A
Ankrom, Joseph
Montgomery, Geo.
Medlicott, John J.

Davidson, Jerm'h
Cam])bell, Alberta
Zehriug, Freder'k
Arthur, Caleb
Lunsford, Wm.
McLaughlin, E.D.
Ab.sher, John
Anderson, Boyd
Ashcroft, Smith
Butler, James E.
Barron, Thomas,
Barron, Richard
Delaney, Edmund
Daley, John
Flynn, John
Farer, Daniel
(jrardner, Samuel
Golden, John
Glenn, William
Hoaley, John
King, Mark
Funsford, Levi
Lunsf(jrd, Andrew
Mcjiahan, Jacks'n
Riter, Phillip

I>itclicy, (Jeo. B,

Kank.
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Nai.i.b.



Co. "^C'Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued. :M

Wlicii niustcred
into KtTvico.

Doran, Wn).
Delaney, Arthur
Dunfield, John
Dadey. James
Goodfellow, John
Harman, White
Harvy, John
Hilburn, John
Morford, Jnlien R.
Morford, John R.
Marckel, James
McCaslin, Geo.
Patterson, James
Sullivan, Dennis
Sloan, Granville

Wood, ^^'illiam

Yates, Riddle

Discharged.

Angel, Henry
Barrett, Michael
Reals, Wm.
Reals, Isaac

Evans, Edward
Green, W^m. D.
Sullivan, Jeremiah

Died.

Lunsford, Pressley

Dundun, John
McC'Onnell, James
Claybauyh, Jacob
Dunfield, George
Doran, Edward
Harvey, Albeit
Miller', Matthew

Transferred.

Hoover, James
Deserted.

McDonough, M.
Saunders, Patrick
Syurs, James
Sheaver, J(din

Deerman, Wm.
Man kins, Robt.

Aggregate less r

Pi

Sgt

Corp.
Bugler

Priv.

Priv.

28

23
25

22

44
18

:U
;32

18

U)

18

28

24
18

30
18

24

23

19

37

28

27

40

43

20
21

27

33
21

24[

18

2()

21

22

21

23

18

17

18

Nov. 8, 61 Re-en 1 Jan 4, ()3

Re-cnl Dec 25, 03
Re-en 1 Feb 6, 64
lic-eui Dec 25, 63

Re-enl Feb 6, 64
Re-cnl Jan 4, 64
Re-enl Dec 25, 63

Re-cnl. Jan. 6, 64
Re-enl. Dec. 25,63

Dis. Oct. 28, 63
Dis. Dec. 25, 62
Dis. June 15, 63
Dis. June 25, 63
By order Sec. war
For .disability
Fi)r dih^aliiiity .Jiuu'liii, ii3

See death roll

Aug. 7, 63
Not niustciL'cl.

To Qm. Dept.

('iiiiiii Piatt Feb. 17, r,3

''liarlcHtdii, .July '., (U

Cliaileston, July 10, M
LewiNlmiK, .Iu;ic 2s, lU

M.irtiiislniix'. .Iiil> 21, f

eceived from other (\.^s 1(>1 men.
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Sutton, Joseph J.

Williams, S. P.

Williams, John
Williams, Henry
Williams, Alfred

Woolvvine, Jacob
Veterans.

Kramer, Martin
Marshmau, H. H.
McMillin, E.

Hammons, R. T.

Howe, Jefferson

Nickle, Harrison
Stewart, Geo. A.
Hull, Reuben E.
Spurrier, Wm.
Phillcy, A. T.

Bartoe, David
Hoover, Nathaniel

Cherrington, D. W
Branson, Chas. W
Alton, John
Brunton, Wm.
Ellis, Pierson V.
Flowers, A. J.

Fullerton, G. W.
Garret, Albert B.

Gardner, John I.

Heniker, Gustave
Helphenstine,J. F.

Higgins, Daa'l W.
McArron, Wm. J.

McKeever, Thos.

McMillin, Murray
McCarty, M. I).

'

Mayers, Joseph
Miller, Thomas
Milliken, James
Owens, Thomas
Poor, John W. T.

Poor, Gabriel T.

Patton, John
Kadel iff, John M.

Rank.



34 Co. "H" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued.

Khiuch.



Co."H" Second Regiment Cavalry--
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Names. Rank.



Co. "I" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued. o7

Names.
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Xiiiiies.



COMPANY K. 130

Emmons, Silas H
Morsjan. E. S.

Yard, William
McNally, John
Merrill, James INI.

AValter, Chris.

Carr, Ste])hen

Morse, John
Ward, John
Hastings, John
McMackin, John
Peni, James M.
McMackin, Dan.
Calfer, Walter
Sterm, Wm. W.
Emmons,JacobH.
Prince, John AV.

Bartler, Isaac K.
Clark, Henry
Donaldson, A,P.
Friel, Edward
Hall, John
Kinkaird, James
McGregor, M'chl
Murphy, Robt.
McGlone, Patrick

Mooney, James
Milhorne, James
Null, Andrew
Quinn, Thomas
Peed, Samuel
Push, Wm.
Stafford, Matthew
State, James
Smith, P. M. C.

Scott, Charles

Thompson, H. M.
Wangler, John
Wilcox, James C.

Pccruits.

Wheeler, Alex.
Sisson, Nathaniel

McKinuey, N.
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Name.
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Names.

Stewart, Sanford
Shelton, Charles
Spence, William
Turner, Milan
Torbert, Wra. B.

Wilson, Thomas
Webb, Pleasant

Discharged.

Cotheran, Abr'h'm
Han thorn, Jas. W
Barr, Samuel
Henry, Abr'h'mB.
Spears, Peter

Died.

Myers, Jacob A.
Chamberlain,Ruf''i^

Irwin, John
Javens, John
Martin, Edward
O'Donald, Daniel
Sweeny, James

Transferred.

Merrell, Will S.

Deserted.

Furr, Daniel
Dugan, Patrick

Liney, Anthony
Sias, Isaac

Rank.
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Smith, Jasper A.

Mc^nUin, Milton

Kirdendall, W. J.

McMiUin, J. H.
Sanders, John
Punlap, James
Hull, Reuben E.

Stewart, G. A.

Whetsel, Jacob A.

McLaughlin, J.

Dempsey, A. S.

Daran, Nicholas

Smith, Gordon
AValden, Charles

Nichols, T. V.
O'Rorick, M.
Halterraan, D.

Bartlett, M. B-

Hall, James
Wiseman, Geo. L.

Zinn, George
Lynch, Geo. W.
McKinuev, N.

C^all, William
Springer, Wm.
Adkins, Robert

Baazzle, Wm.
Bevron, Jacob H.
Becket, Wm. B.

Butler, William
Brown, Geo. W.
Caruthers, W. L.

Carmichael, John
Craig, Peter

Carder, Thomas
Carnck, J. M.
Compston, J. H.
Col lard, John
Coon, James
Dawson, Wm.
Dasher, Jackson
Edwards, Wm. H
Eakins, Emory A

Vvanl;.



Co. ''M" Second Ilegiment Cavalry—



44 Co. '*M" Second Regiment Cavalry—Continued

Names.



PREFACE.
"About the man who fights ou horseback the ro-

mance of war has always centered. From the first

chronicled battle the horseman has been not only the most

picturesque, but the most dramatic figure in warfare.

Writers who have recorded the history of armed conflicts

have found the most thrilling climaxes in the sweep of rid-

ing squadrons. Tennyson's "Charge of the Light Brig-

ade'^ will be read when the stories of greater combats have

been forgotten.

In the days of chivalry the mounted man was the

main reliance in war. But gradually the more deadly

musket became the chief instrument of death. Drill and

discipline were reduced to a science. The art of war was

revolutionized.

There have been still greater changes since. The
duties of mounted men have greatly expanded. They not

only rush upon the solid lines of infantry in battle array,

but in a thousand minor ways lend aid and inspiration to

great armies. They Hash upon the flanks of the enemy,

and make daring raids for the destruction of lines of

communication for war supplies. They are the swift an-

noyance of the enemy, the restless messengers of defeat

and death. The hoof-beats of the horseman falls through

every gap in the lines, and the reckless charge

marks the end of ljattl(i and tlie beginning
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of pursuit. The cavalry feels the enemy, and

reports upon the condition and the presence of his armies.

It is the resistless support of the infantry, in the horrible

clash of steel, which forces the final decision. Such, in

greater or less degree, has been its functions for many
years. But in our late war it largely increaseil its useful-

ness, and won a broader recognition than ever before.

The cavalryman still retains his romantic pre-eminence.

The poet who sings of battle instinctively makes the troop-

er his theme. Read "Paul Revere's Ride" to arouse the

men of Middlesex, Tom Hood's "Wild Steed of the

Plains," and a dozen other songs, where even a single

trooper has made his cause iambus. The rush of Murat's

squadrons is heard through all the long story of Napoleon's

struggle for existence. With us the record has been the

same. The history of the Revolution was enriched by the

exploits of Marion's horsemen. Blackhorse cavalry has

ever been a conspicuous figure in the romance of all wars.

In our latest conflict, the music of battle comes to us

laden with the blare of Sheridan's bugles, and the rush of

Stewart's rough riders. Custer's resistless charges, Kil-

patrick's raids, Torbett's, Wilson's, Merritt's, Averell's

swift dashes by day and by night, are filled

with the vigor of movement and the charm of

success. Buford, Bayard, Grierson and a hundred other

generals, knights of the saber and stirrup, fill in a won-
derful picture of dashing heroism that will live in song

and story as long as the records of war are read. These

horsemen taught the world new lessons in the use of cav-

alry. The story of Brandy Station, Kilpatrick's raid on

Richmond, the cavalry^ fight at Trevillian Station, tiio re-

sistless charges at Winchester and Cedar Creek, and the

rough experiences of Averell's battallions, give to all man-
kind a thrilling and instructive narrative.

To give the story of"some of these horsemen, inspired to

brave deeds by lofty patriotism, is tlie ])urpose of these

pages."
" "

F, A. P>.





COL. WM. M. BOLLES.

Kirst Col. of the Regiment.



Flag of the free hearts' hope and home
By angel hands to valor given,

Thy stars have lit the welkin dome,
And all thy lines were born in heaven.

Forever float that standard sheet
Where breathes tlie foe but falls before u.>

With freedom's soil beneath our feet

And freedom's banner streaming o'er us.

CHAPTER I.

IXTRODrcTION AND OEGANIZATION.

In preparing this v»'ork, it has been my aim to present

the history of the regiment, in as complete a form as pos-

sible. Many incidents worthy of note have no doubt

escaped me, but the war has been over for near twenty

eight years and many of these thrilling occurrences have

passed from the memory of manv of us. I have endeav-

ored to admit of no matter that is not sup])orted by records,

or upon the statement of those whose privilege it was to

know them. I have been compelled to give in ])art, an

account of marches and battles that are familiar to all read-

ers of war history. In such of these as I have given, t-lie

regiment bore a conspicuous part. The design of this lit-
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tie work originated in the belief, that the record of the

regiment in a book form, would be acceptable to the sur-

vivors, and their families; as a memento of their sufferings,

their privations, and their services in the war of the re-

bellion. And I hope that it will also serve as a slight

tribute to the memory of those gallant and heroic members,

who have sacrificed their lives upon their country's altar.

Under President Lincoln's call of July 2d, 1861, the

formation of a regiment for the cavalry arm of the service

was begun about August first, in Southern Ohio. Three

companies were recruited in Lawrence county, two in

Meigs, one in Jackson, one in Vinton, one in Washington

and one in Morgan. The remainder of the regiment was

composed largely of voluntcprs from Putnam and Monroe

counties.

When this body was ready for muster and commission,

application was made to Hon. William Dennisou, Gov-

ernor of Ohio, to complete the organization. This he de-

clined to do, giving as a reason therefor that the governors

of all the northern states had received instrnctions from

the War Department to recruit no more cavalry, and that

they were also advised that all cavalry in excess of forty

regiments would be mustered out ofservice.

Application was then made to F. R. Pierrepont,

provisional governor of that portion of Virginia,

now known as West Virginia, the latter state not

having been admitted into the Union until June

20th, 18(53. Governor Pierrepont, with the consent

of the Secretary of War, accepted the organization as cav-

alry, orderintr the same into camp quarters at Parkersburg,

where ten companies reported about the middle of Sep-

tember, 1861. As soon thereafter as practicable, the

officers were commissioned, and all were mustered into

the service of the United States as the Second Regiment

of Loyal Virginia Cavalry, at Parkersburg, Va. Nov. 8th,

1861.

The original organization of "Field and Staft'" was as

follows: Colonel, William M. \\o\\v<; Lt. Co-lonel, John
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C. Paxton; First Major, R. L. Cllrti^^; Second Major, Johu
J. Hoffman; Adjutant. Elijah F. Gilliam; (Quartermaster,

S. G. Paxton; Conimis'^ary, Geo. S. South; Surgeon,

Thomas Neal; Assistant Surgeon, L. I). Comstock; PIos-

])ital Steward, Edward Ij. Gilliam.

The following were the original company officers:

Captains. 1st. Lts. 2nd. Lts.

A Jas. L. Waller L. E. Campbell. C. A. Henderson
B W. H. Powell. C. E. Hatubleton. Jas. Allen.
C Thos. Neal. J. M. Boyd. Wm. Church.
D H. S. Hamilton. Geo. X\ . Snyder. E. S. Morgan.
E Andrew Scott. A. A. Fonts. Jos. Ankrom.
F E. D. Eells. O. H. P. Scott. W. M. Fortescue.
G John McMahon. (i. B. Montgomt ryJ. Davidson.
H David Dove. John V/alden. ' J. A. Umpleby.
I X. J. Behan. John W. Neal. John A. Lowe.
K S. H. P^mmons. AVm. Yard. John McNallv.

On the 15th of Deceniber, after many vexatious delavs

which was unavoidable at the time, the regiment was

armed and equipped. Tlie arms were of a very inferior

quality, and almost really totally unfit for effective service.

Most of the iirearms consisted of huge and unwieldy horse-

pistols, which, if used in action, would certainlv endanger

the lives of our own men quite as much as those of the

enemy. A portion of the regiment was armed with short

Enfield rifles, but being muzzle loaders they were very in-

convenient for cavalry. The sabers were better, but in a

mountainous countiy like western Virginia, thcv wcr(>

more ornamental than useful. The horses were verv

good, and many of the companic^s succeeded in obtaining

all of one color. This matter of color in horses was kept

up for some time, but finally had to be given \\\).

At the date of muster in the war liad l)ecn in ])i'ogress

about seven months, and many of the rank and file of the

new organization ha;l seen active service in the three

months regiments. • Conrpauy II was largelv composed of

a Jackson, O., company, that had served out their time iu

the 18th Oliio Infantry. The organization when mounted

presented a fine appeara!ic;', and the (itiiecrs had every
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reason to be ])rou(.l of the fact that they had been choscu to

command so fine a body of Ohio soldiery. Much could be

reasonably expected of such volunteers, and how well that

expectation was realized, those who read this little volume

shall judge.

Many of us have always regretted that we were not al-

low jd to be mustered in as the 4th Ohio Cavalry, Avhere

v.e properly belonged; yet, neither during the progress of

the war nor since its close, have we had the slightest cause

to complain of our treatment at the hands of the little

mountain state, born amid the throes of war, rocked and

shiiken with the roar of cannon, and whose soil drank the

blood of many of her own loyal sons—West Virginia, the

"Child ot the Storm." All honor to our little neighbor

across tha river, and may the words inscribed on her es-

cutcheon always characterize the patriotism and valor ot

her jM'oplc. "Montani Semper Liberi."

Soon after being mounted and equipped, the regiment

was ordered into winter (piarters at Guvandotte, Cabell

county, West Virginia, lor drill and discipline. How
little we comprehended the demands and necessities of war

while we were enjoying this early camp life. Like all new

organizations situated some distance from actual hostilities,

the boys were just spoiling for a fight.

On the 2 1 day of January, 1802, Col. Bolles received or-

ders from (Jen. Rosecrans, commanding this department, to

move his command at once, and report to Col. Jas. A.

(iarli.^l 1, at Iy)uisa, Ky. Col. Bolles, with the regiment,

reported to CdI. Garfield on the morning of January 7th.

Proudly the new regiment took the advance, with orders

to drive the enemy from the village of Paintsville. On
reaching this point it Avas found the enemy liad dis-

a])peare 1 but a short time before our arrival. Col. Bolles

at once moved his command forward up the north bank of

Paint Creek to a point opposite the mouth of Jennett's

Creek, where the rebel rear guard was discovered, pre-

pared to resist our attack. Captiiin. Powell's squadron,

com])osed of Cos. B and C, was ordered to charge in col-
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umn, to which order they reyponded with spirit, and suc-
ceeded ill driving the enemy upon his main column at
dark. They were fired upon l)y a force of rebel infantry
from an ambuscade on both sides of the road. Here tlu;

first blood of the regiment was spilled by the killing of
two men—Amos ISIcKee of C\j. B^ and Albert Leonard of
Co. C, and the wounding of five others. 'J'hree horses
were also killed.

Feeling sure th;it the main body of the enemy had
been overtaken, the little band fell back a short distance,
and at once informed Col. Garfield of the situation.

Early on the morning of the 8th, Col. Garfield with
1000 cavalry, composed of the 2nd Virginia, one
squadron of the (Uh Kentucky, and one squadron
of Ohio cavalry, the latter under the command of
Major McLaughlin, and 150 infantry of the 42d Ohio, ad-
vanced upon the rebel position. The enemy were found
to have fallen back again, burning many of their stores,

and in full retreat in the direction of Prestonburg. Deem-
ing further pursuit unnecessary, the command returned to

Paintsville, the 2d Virginia taking the bodies of theii

dead comrades with them, and f)rwarding them to their

friends in Ohio.

A few days after, the 2d Virginia returned to their win-
ter quarters at Guyandotte. The march, exposure and ac-

tual service in this first engagement afforded the regiment
its initial experience in war, and i/ujjressed upon its officers

andmenthe importance of drill and discij)!in(' for more
active service.



CHAPTER II.

ORDERED TO THE FRONT. RATTLE OF LEWISBURG.

The rciment remained in winter quarters at (xuvan-

dotte, Va., on the Ohio river. Most of the time was oc-

cupied in drilling and fitting for active service. On the

6th or April, 18G2, Col. Bolles received orders from Gen-

eral J. D. Cox, commading the Kanawha division, to

send one battalion of his regiment to Flat Top Mountain,

and to hold the balance in readiness to move. In accord-

ance with these orders, the division of the regiment into

battalions was made as follow^s.- The first battalion was

composed of Companies B, C, F, H and I ; the second was

composed of CV)mpanies A, D, E, G and K.

t)nthe 8th of April, Lt. Col. John C. Paxton, with the

second battalion, accompanied by Major Curtis, moved

out from camp, and finally reported according to orders.

On the 29th of April, Col. Bolles with the first battalion,

and accompanied by Major Hoffman, left camp with orders

to report to Col. L. S. Elliott, of the 47th Ohio Infantry,

who was enroute to Meadow Bluff on the Lewisburg pike.

The regiment thus divided performed im])ortant duty for

Col. Geo. Crook in the vicinity of Meadow Bluff, Green-

briar county, and similar service for General J. D. Cox in

Raleigh and adjoining counties, during the spring and

summer campaign of 1862. On the 12th of ISIay the first

battallion surpris-ed and routed a rebel command known as

Edgar's battallion, and Captain White's company of rebel

cavalry at early djiwn, near Ilandley's farm, driving the

enemy in utter rout through Lewisburg to White Sid])hur

8j)ring.-. Many pri^'^oners were captured in this wild and

exciting chase.

On Mav Kith, Col. (;eo. Crook, of the iM'dh Ohio then
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in comraand of tlie third brigade of tlie Kanawha
division, composed of the :>Gth, 44th, and 47th
O. V. 1., and the first battallion of the 2nd
Virginia Cavalry, and a battery of artillery, began
a reconnaissance in force u]>on Jackson river depot, via

Lewisburg, White Snljihur and Covington. In this ex-
pedition the 2d A^irginia Cavalry had the advance, and
sncceeded in destroying several depots of supplies, bridges,

etc., also capturing five captains and twenty-five men be-
longing to the ''Moccasin iiangers," near Callahan station.

The command then returned to camp. On May 23d
occurred the battle of Lewisburg, one of the best planned
little engagements of the war. In brief, it was as follows:

Col. Crook learned that Gen. Heth, a former class-mate of
Crook, with a considerable body of infantry, was march-
ing in the direction of Lewisburg, and like the true soldier

that he was, he determined to try the mettle of his men in

battle. It was eighteen miles back to Meadow Bluff, a

natural position for defense, and where a few more troops

were stationed. To be fully jirepared for any emergency,
Col. Crook had every pound of jjroperty of every kind
loaded in the wagons, the teams hitched to them and
headed in the direction of Meadow Bluff. ^Vishino- to P'ive

the enemy a fliir show. Col. Crook formed his line in the

rear of the town, thus giving them the advantage of

the inspiration they might receive from the pres-

ence of their enthusiastic friends in this hot rebel

town. The infantry was placed on either side of the

battery, with the cavalry on the left. Soon our pickets fell

back through Lewisburg, amid the jeers of the iuhabitimts.

The enemy made their appearance on the hill opposite,

formed their line, and when all was ready their battery

fired the first shot, to which ours responded. They came
down the hill ipto the town amid the wildest enthusiasm,

the entire population cheering them on and shouting,

"Drive the Yankees to the Ohio river." As s'oon as the

line of the enemy came in view ascending the hill on a

charge, our infantry arose and ])oured a withering volley
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into them. Both infantry and cavalry joined in a charge,

oompletely routing the opposing force, killing seventy-two,

wounding over one hundred, taking one hundred and

lifty-seven prisoners, four cannon, three hundred stands of

arms and twenty-five horses. The Union loss w^as thir-

teen killed, fifty wounded and six missing. From the

time the first shot was fired until the last, was tweuty-

seveu minutes.

In this engagement the cavalry was highly compli-

mented for its gallantry by the ]?rigade Commander.

Col. Crook was wounded in the left foot.

The brigade remained here until April 29th, when it

fell back to Meadow Bluff for the purpose of shortening

the haul of su])plies, which was obtained at Loup Creek

on the Kanawha river. The battallion camped at Meadow
Bluff until August 14th. In the meantime they had been

ver}- active in scouting. Several brisk engagements oc-

curred nith the rebel cavalry, among which might be

mentioned Alderson's Ferry, June 9; Wolf Creek, July

10; Lewis' Mills July 15; Blue Sulphur Springs, July 20;

Alderson's Ferry, July 23, Williamburg, July 28th.. In

these various engagements the enemy lost ten killed, six

wounded, and twenty prisoners, besides horses and arms.

The commanding officer,Col.Geo. Crook, growing tired

of camp life, thought it about time for another fight. The

rebel Gen.Heth, with his command, was then at Salt Sul-

phur Springs; and as tlie two commanders had been class-

mates at West Point, and were very good friends, Col.

Crook concluded it would only l)e right and proper to re-

turn Gen. Jleth's call of the 23rd of May. According,

on June 22nd, Col. Crook, with his brigade (less a safe

camp guard) took up the line of march on the road via

Blue Sulphur Springs, Alderson's Ferry and Centreville

to Salt Sulphur Springs. Camping at the mouth of Wolf
Creek and Centreville en route, the morning of the 24tli

found the command at a point on the Centreville

and Salt Sid|)hur Springs ro:id, within a distance of three

mih's from (iciieial Jleth's campina grounds. That morn-
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ing: all arose early, ate a hearty breakfast of sow-belly,

hard tack and coffee, and assuring ourselves that our toilet

was just right, started on our early morning call.

We Mere under the impression that our commander's

distinguished friend and classmate would extend to his old

friend and comrades as warm a reception at least as Col.

Crook had given him thirty days before at Le^ashurg. But

we were doomed to disappointment, as the cavalry soon

fouTid that General Heth, apparently not caring to culti-

vate the further acquaintance of Col. Crook and his Yanks
in blue, had retired to the mountains tlie day before. The
brigade then returned to camp.

On June 15th, Col. Wm. M. Bolles tendered his resig-

nation as Colonel of the 2d Loyal Virginia Cavalry, to

take effect immediately. The resignation of this officer was

accepted, and Lt. Col. John C, Paxton was promoted and

commissioned as Colonel, July 18th, 1862. Major R. L.

Curtis was promoted to the office of Lt. Colonel, and com-

missioned Aug. 19th, 1862. Capt. W. H. Powell was

promoted and commissioned as Major Aug. 19th, 1802.

The following changes, made necessary by these promo-

tions, occurred in the companies.

1st. Lt. Chas. E. Hambleton to rank and services as

Captain of Co. B, Capt. Thos. Neal having resigned as

Captain of Co. C, 2nd Lt. James Allen was promoted to

service as Captain of Co. C. Orderly Sergeant Geo.

Millard was promoted to 2nd Lt. Co. F, Lt. Eells having

resigned. Sergt. Major I. B. Murdock was promoted to

2ud Lt. of Co. B. 1st Sergt. J. B. Carlisle was promoted

to Sergeant Major.

From August 1st to 14th the infantry did but little

duty other than drill. Tlie cavalry, however, was kej)t

busy almost night and day, scouring the country for sup-

plies, and any stray rebel soldiers that might fall in t!ieir

way. The country around Meadow Bluff was well suited

to grass, the inhabitants seemed to he quite well to do,

and taking it all in all, this was the most pleasant season

we experienced during the war.



CHAPTER III.

LIGIITBUIJX'S RETREAT.

Oil August 14th the brigade consistiug of the 44th O.

Y. I. and the 2nd Virginia Cavalry left Meadow Bluff

under orders for Gauley Bridge. Genl. J. D, Cox com-

manding Kanawha Division, with Col. Crook and Scam-

non's brigade were ordered to Washington City. This

left but a small force in the Kanawha Valley, under com-

mand of Col. J. A. J. Lightburn.

During the time; in which the events already narrat-

ing here were transpiring with the first battalliou under

Col. Crook on the Lewisburg front, the second

battalliou under Lieutenant Colonel but now

Col. J. C. Paxton, was actively engaged in scouting

in the counties of Raleigh, Fayette and Wyoming. Of its

movements no detailed account can be found. This is

much regretted, as the battalliou experienced lively and

thrilling times in their many encounters with bush-whack-

ers. Repeated letters to officers now living, have failed to

secure the information necessary to enable me to place

upon record the active work of the second battallion dur-

ing this period.

If there was one thing mnvv than another that the Second

Virginia Cavalry hated, it was the detestable bush-whack-

ers. We did not object to being shot at on general ])rinci-

ples, but to have some unprincii)led sc<jundrel who was too

cowardly to join the army and fight as a man, sneak around

like a thief in the night and shoot irom behind a tree or

from some inaccessible positirtn, was more than we could

patiently stand.
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The service |7L'rformed by the Regiment, begiuning

May 1st and ending Aug. 14, 1802, was mostly rendered

by small details, rarely exceeding a comi)any organization.

The character ot" the service being that of picket dutv,

scouting and foraging, was in a mountainous countiy like

westeru Virginia, constantly exposed, hazardous and lab-

orious, and last, but not least, to a good, faithful soldier,

thankless and unappreciated.

Much of the alleged iuefficiency of the cavalry arm of

the service, so frequently talked of by the infantry, was

the result of the imperfect organization and application of

that branch of the service duriug the first and second vears

of war. General Sheridan was the first officer in the

United States army to organize and efficiently utilize the

cavalry forces. Its unjxirallelled achievements attained

under him and his gallant division commanders, Torbett

Wilson, INlerrett, Averell, Custer and Powell, in the Shen-

andoah Valley in 1864 and 18G5, fidly demonstrated the

efficiency and possibilities of the mounted warrior, and
rendered the name and fame and service of Sheridan and
his cavalry immortal.

The cavalry of the confederacy was a famous and ter-

rible weapon in the hands of its leaders for more than the

first half of the war period. The contempt of our onnui-

izers for this arm of the service, brought to the people who
deserved it not, a good deal of severe punishment. The
Southern leaders, certainly at first, understood the logistics

of the situation better than our own authorities. One rea-

son of that is perhaps to be found in the fact that so many
of the confederate commanders—those from the ret^ular

service especially—had been in the cavalry service. Jef-

ferson Davis himself evidently appreciated this arm, as he

took especial pains while secretary of war, under Pierce

in organizing four additional regiments to the reo-ular

army, to procure the necessary legislation necessary to

equij) them as cavalry, and then to ofiicer them with those

who, it seemed to him, would best scrv(; the South in the

contingencies likely to arise. The ex-cavalrymen amono"
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commandiDgaud leading generals of the Confederacy can

be named by the score.

Among them miglit be mentioned J. E. B, Stuart, Fitz-

hugh Lee, Ewell Hill, Joseph E. Johnson and a hundred

others who could be named, who were fine organizers of

cavalry forces. The Confederates were not, also, without

most gallant cavalry soldiers and leaders whose sabers

carved their way from civil life to martial eminence.

Among those still living are such men as Wade Hampton,

Wheeler, Chalmers and Mosly. General Gordon himself

has shown all the finest qualities of a cavalry commander.

Of those who have passed away may be named w'ith respect

for soldierly qualities at least, Stuart, Forrest, Cleburne,

AVickhara, Gilmore, Ashby and many others. The planter

was necessarily a horseman. His work of supervision was

mainly done in the saddle. As a slave-holder owning

many or few human chattels, he was more of a man on the

back of his saddle horse, in the eyes of his slaves, than

when on loot like any ordinary person. He knew liow to

both ride and shoot.

What gave the Confederate cavalry, then, its first form

and usefulness was the rule of requiring each recruit to

mount liimself Equipments were sometimes or in part

provided, sutficieiit to give some uniformity. He was re-

quired, however, to remount himself. The endeavor to

achieve this necessity was the source of much of the activ-

ity shown by Mosby, Morgan, Duke and other partisan

leaders, in different parts of the large field of border opera-

tions'. Such a condition applied to the raising of cavalry

could only be made in an agricultural country. It was at

first peculiarly adapted to the conditions of the South. The

rich, slave-holding planters, like Wade Hampton; the am-

bitious and dashing leaders like Wheeler and Chalmers,

then lawyers and ])Ianters with careers before them; the

born horsemen like Forrest, Morgan, Mosby, the Ashbys

and others, were able to bring together a mounted yeo-

manry, accustomed to their horses, and used, in the rude

atmosphere of slavery to command. Yet, as it turned out,
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given time and occasion, the loyal states were able, in the

long run, to mold and make a better cavalry force, to

mount it far more effectively and handle it more efficientiv

for final victory. General Grant said, while the Southern

soldiers may have possessed more dash and enthusiasm, yet

the Union soldier had the staying qualities, which brought

the final victory.

After the re-assembling of the regiment from Lewis-

burg and Flat Top Mountain in August, it always oper-

ated thereafter during the war in its regimental organiza-

tion.

Early in September tiie camp was filled with runjors

that a rebel force of 6,000 men under General Loring was
advancing via Flat Top Slountain and Princeton, with

the avowed purpose of driving the "Yanks," as 'twas

said, out of the Kanawha Valley, and north of the Ohio
river. Just previous to this advance of General Loring,

Col. Lightburn received inf)rmation that Col. A. G. Jenk-

ins was moving his rebel cavalry force down the Guvan-
dotte river towards Barboursville and the Ohio river.

This was a considerable distance to the rear of the position

of our armv. Col. Lightburn seemed to treat the matter

with such indifference that Col. J. C. Paxton begged for

permission to be allowed to march and drive back this

rebel invader. Permission being granted, two companies

were left with the main force, and with the remaining

eight companies. Col. Paxton moved down the west bank

of the Kanawha river to a few miles below the city of

Charleston, where the pike crosses through the country to

Teaz A'alley, thence to Barboursville and Guyandotte.

This route was pursued to the farm of INIr. Warren

Reece, near where the town of jNIilton, W. Va. now
stands, ten miles east of Barboursville. Major Powell

had charge of the advance, with Capt. Hambleton's Com-
])any B. At the farm of Mr. Recce a halt was made for

the purpose ot feeding and resting the command. While

we were enioying our afternoon meal, the rebel cavalry

appeared in our front, and lired at us at long lange. Our
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troopers were soon in the saddle and marching^ to meet the

enemy. As soon aft they sliosved a disposition to make a

stand, Capt. Hambleton, under orders, charged upon

them, driving them toward Carboursville.

A halt was now made to ascertain the strength and lo-

cation of Jenkins' force. Major Powell learned from the

prisoners that the enemy's ibrce consisted of between 1,000

and 1,200 cavalry under command of Col. Jenkins, and

that they were in camp near Barboursville, and had been

there twenty-four hours, resting and shoeing their horses.

It was also learned that they were to move in the direc-

tion of Charleston the next morning, where they expected

to meet the advance of the retreating army of Col. I^ight-

burn, as he was driven back by General Loring.

It was dark when Col. Paxton with the regiment

came up with the advance. After a short conference

between Col. Paxton and ]\lajor Powell, the latter was

ordered forward with Company B, Capt. Hambleton

cammanding. On nearing Barboursville, Major Powell,

learning the exact location of Col. Jenkins' headquarters,

which was in the house of Mr. Wm. Miller, determined to

try to capture that officer. Upon nearing the house a

charge was made upon it. It was found to be guarded by

at least fifty confederate Koldiers, which fact could not be

observed by tlie charging column on account of the ex-

treme darkness of the night. The rebel guard fired and

fled, and while the house was being surrounded, Col. Jen-

kins and his staff escaped by the rear of the house through

the garden. This caused the entire rebel force to abandon

their camp and flee up the Guyan river, unexpectedly di-

verted from their proposed attack upon the Union forces

the next day. This occurred on the night of September

8th. 1<S(J2.

In this charge upon Col. Jenkins' headquarters, Com-
pany B lost one of its bravest and best men—killed by

the rebel guard. I ref(>r to the death of 1st Duty
Sergeant, Braxton P. Reeves, who lived at Buckhorn Fur-

nace, Lawrence county, Ohio.
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^^'hGn Col. Paxtoii became satisfied that the rebel

force was in full retreat up the Guyan Val-

ley, ho moved the regiment to Guyandotte,

on the Ohio river, where the bodv of Ser-

ocant Reeves was forwarded to his friends. The force re-

mained here for twenty-four hours restinir the horses, then

returned by the same route via Teaz Valley to the mouth
of Goal river—now St. Albans, W. Va. At Coalsmouth

the government transports were met en route to Gallipolis,

Ohio, and we received orders to guard them out of the

Kanawha river. The cause of ail this was, that the entire

force under Col. Lightburn was being driven out of the

valley. At Charleston (*ol. Lightburn left the Kanawha
river ami retreated to the Ohio river via Jackson C. H.
AV. Va. He crossed the Ohio river at Racine, Ohio, and
moved down the north bank of the I'iver to opposite Point

Pleasant, thus almost literally fulfilling evervthing that

had i)een told us by the ])ris<mers at Barboursville.

But to our command. The 2nd Ya. Cavalry guarded
the transports to the mouth of Thirteen Mile Creek, where
they were out of all danger; thence moved across the coun-

try to I^ictart Fall^, on the Ohio river, and down the south

bank to Point Pleasant. AVe were the only portion of the

Lightburn command that determined to remain, and that

did remain, on the sacred soil of Virginia. The defeat

suffered by the Kanawha troops under Col. Lightburn, in-

duced the ordering of General (}. A. Gilmore, \L S. A., who
was then at Cincinnati, Ohio, to the command at Point

Pleasant. General Gilmore was soon relieved bv General
Milroy, and in a few days he was in turn replaced bv Gen-
eral J. D. Cox, the former commander of the Kanawha Di-

v'ision. General Cox re organized the command, and with

the old, and some new troops, left Point Pleasant on the

20th of October, 1.S62, for the purpos<^ of regaining the

Kanawha Valley.

The rebel forces fell back before tbie Union forces

without battle. In a few days the City of Clrarleston was
reatched. Here the infantjy and artillery went into camp.
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and the 2(1 Va. cavalry wont ten miles up the river to

Camp Piatt and established winter quarters.

On the IGth of November, 18(32, Col. Geo. Crook,

iiaving been promoted to the rank of Brig'adier General U.

S. Volunteers, returned to tlie Kanawha Valley with his

brigade, being assigned to the command of the Kanawha
Division, relieving General J. D. Cox. This was very

acratifyino; to the officers and men, as all had the most im-

plicit confidence in the leadership of General Crook.
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CHAPTER l\

SINKI.NC; (IJEEK KAID.

The regiment li&viiig virtually completed the active cam-
paign work of 1862 as wa.s supposed, was now enjoying the

luxury of good winter quarters at Canij) l*iatt, on the

clas.sic banks of the Kanawha, ten miles al)ove the present

capital of West Virginia, when, much to the surprise and
gratification of the boys, we were again in the saddle, in

obedience to the following order:

Headquarters Kanawha J)ivisiou]

Charleston, Kanawha Co., W,. Va., V

November 28, 1862. j
S])eeial order So. • /• / '

'"

Colonel John C. Pax ^cJn, com-
manding the 2nd Regiment Loyal Virginia Cavalrv, will

pro(;eed with all the serviceiible men of his command, to-

morrow morning, Nov. 24, 1862, to Cold Knob Mountain
in Crecnl)riar county, A'irginia, via the. Summerville and
Lewisburg road, leaving the Kanawhariver route at Can-
nelton. On Cold Knob Mountain he ''will overtake Col-
onel P. II. Lane, commanding the 11 th (). V. I., ordered
to that jKunt to reinforce your cominand. From which
|)(»^ition you will proceed against the cami),s of the 1-lth

Virginia Rebel Cavalry Regiment, located in the Sinking
Creek Valley, some two miles apart in winter (piarters,

recruiting. Break]np the organization if possible.

George Crook,
Brigadier General commanding Kanawha Divi.'rion.

This was the most busijiess like document we had
ever received, and the concluding sentence clearly implied

that soiiiething niust be done. However, at davlight on

the 24th, we Avere on the road en route for Cannelton,

Avhere we left tb.e river route aiid followed a narrow road
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over the mountain to the raoutli of Twenty mile creek,

where we struck the main Summerville road. AVe reached

the latter place by 10 o'clock at night, and camped there

on the night of the 24th, having marched .sixty miles.

Early on the morning of the 25th we broke camp, and

twenty n\iics from Summerville went into camp again, pre-

paring; such shelter as was possible in that sparsely settled

country. The weather was very cold, with indications of

snow.

The only adventure experienoed during the day was by

Lieutenant Davidson, of the advance guard. This ofllicer

was ordered to select a place to camp. With a guide he

left the main road to look for hay and soon came in sight

of a log house where the guide said there was forage of

that kind. When o])posite the place, the officer heard the

click of muskets and looking toward the liouse he saw five

or six rebels with leveled muskets, commanding him to

halt. Lieutenant Davidson was one of the coolest officers

in the regiment, and one of the quickest to grasp a situa-

tion and act upon it; so, when he heard the summons, he

promptly obeyed. The rebels asked him who he was and

what he was doing there. The lieutenant told them

he belonged to Colonel Jenkins' (rebel) regiment, and that

the command was coming there to camp. This apparently

satisfied them, "but," said they, "where did you get those

blue clothes?'' The lieutenant did not have to tell a story

this time for he rejdied that he got them from the Yankees.

Then he rode on, glad to get away.

About this time the advance came in sight, when the

Johnnies realized that they had been duped, and all ran

for the woods, but the advance guard captured most, if not

all of them. Major Powell pursued and captured one,

who proved to be a rebel lieutenant. The major has since

told the writer tha.t he often ..wondered why the felh_)w did

not stop behind, some tree and shobt him, when he

stnv that he was being ]Hii'sued by only one man.

During the night of the 2r)th, a heavy snow had

fallen, and if continued to snow on the 2()th. The march
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was taken up early in the morning of that day, and at 10

o'clock a. m. we reached Cold Knob Mountain, where we
found tlie 11th O. V. I., they having been there but a

shoit time.

After a conference between Colonel Paxton and Col-

onel Lane of the infantry, the latter decided that the con-

dition of his men, caused by exposure to the severe storm

for the past eighteen hours rendered rhe continuation of the

march impracticable and compelled him in justice to his

men to return to camp at Summerville. Thereupon the

infantry countermarched and returned.

The cavalry officers had no thought of returning

from this point, for when the order to make the raid had

been delivered by General Crook, he had confidentially

charged Major Powell not to return to camp without good

results. This was well understood, and has since been

authenticated by General Crook.

The men had l)orne their sufferings without a murmur,

and when they learned that they were w^ithin a few miles

of the rebel camp, were full of enthusiasm and anxious to

proceed. Preparations were at once made to descend the

mountain and attack the camp.

Cold Knob Mountain towers over the surrounding

hills and valleys like a sentinel. From its summit where

we stood that drearv day it is said one could sec into the

state of North Carolina, It is so l)nld and bleak and bar-

ren that no grass can secure nnd maintain a foot hold in

its soil, and no trees grow n( ar il,^ .--umniit. As we stood

there on thrit day with the howliuL' storm about us, and

the mercury in the thermometer—if there had been one

there ci'awling down to the bottom, the n.arrow in our

bones nearly freezijig, v/e were convinced tliat the sjxtt had

been appropriately named.

Major Powell was placed in charge of the advance,

Ahich consisted of Lieutenant Davidson and twenty men
of Company G. It was early in the afternoon when the

command started down the mountain for the Siid<ing

Cieek Vallev. At the foot of the mountain the rebel
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pickets were discovered; they were fired upon and one

man wounded, another being captured by the advance

guard. From this prisoner much valuable information

was obtained as to the strength, location and condition of

the rebel camp. The pickets and scouts who had escaped

had seen but a few of our advance guard, and they con-

cluded, as we afterwards learned, that as we did not press

(hem closely we were only a squad of Union home guards

located somewhere near Suramcrville. Soon after, the ad-

vance discovered the scouts in the distance moving leisure-

ly along toward their camp, with its smoke now plainly

visible. The advance halted until the scouts passed out of

view around a point, and then pushed rapidly forward to

where they had disappeared. Here the last halt Avas

made to further and more closely examine the situation;

for from this position a fair view of the rebel camp was

obtained.

The advance was ordered to charge through the camp
as it was now evident that they were unprepared to re-

ceive us, and that there would be no engagement.

Promptly the advance charged as directed, the main col-

umn coining in on the run. The enemy scattered in all

directions, but owing to the nature of the country pursuit

wa.s difficult.

They were taken completely by surprise, as nearly all

the guns captured were not loaded. Prisoners w^ere

picked up in all directions, some as far as two miles from

the cam]).

Owing to the severity of the Aveather and the scarcity

of rations in tlieir camp, nearly all the officers and quite a

nnniher of nicn were absent, intending to spend the night

a( the houses through the country.

The caj)tures were 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 112 enlisted

in(>n, 1)0 liorscs, Ij (rebel ?) mules, about 200 stands of arms

a few wagons, and various camp equipage. The arms,

wagons, etc. were burned and the camp destroyed. Some

of the prisont^rs were mounted on the captured horses, the

others being compelled to walk.
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The return march commenced at 4 o'clock p. m. As
the infantry had returned, and owing to the severity of the

weather and the fact that we were so heavily encumbered

with prisoners, it was impossil)le to continue the expedi-

dition further as originally contemplated by Ganeral Crook.

Had the surroundings been favorable and the infantry able

to co-operate, the cavalry was to push on to Covington

and release Dr. Rucker, a union citizen prisoner who was

on trial for his life at that place.

Among the articles captured was a fine silk Confeder-

ate flag, made for the command and but recently presented

to it by their lady friends in Staunton, Virginia. At the

earnest solicitation of the rebel officers the flag was subse-

quently returned to the donors.

From the nearly continuous march of seventy hours,

the deep snow, insufficient rest and food and loss of sleep,

officers, troops and horses wjre nearly exhausted. They

fell a-ileep along the roid, causing fr6<[uent gaps in the

column, and necessitating the greatest vigilance on the part

of the officers to keep it closed up in the rear of the pris-

oners guard.

At daybreak on the 27th the bugle sounded a halt, in

response to which men cheered and horses neighed. Roll

call showed all the i)rIaoners present.

While horses are being fed, and breakfast nial;' ready,

let us attempt to draw a jilui picture of our surroundings.

Imagine a wild and sn;irs;'!y scUlc^d I'egion, where it was

more than five miles between houses, and snow over a foot

deep everywhere. All along the road the bushes added to

our disconifoi't, by depositing great piles of snow in our

faces, in our la])s, and sometimes down our backs. At

breakfast time with nearly frozen feet and limbs, we dis-

mount in the snow to cooic our humble meal. Are the

men disheartened in the midst of all these gloomy .sur-

roundings? Not at all, but wit'i cheerful hearts all hands

join in, and soon hundreds of fires are burning; and with-

in a few minutes th;- fra'^i-ant odor of coffee and bacon is

borne upon thf fVost\' air. iCveii thi' ])risoners joined in to
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make the best of it, and A^ere as cheerful as any.

The horses were fed by cleaning away the snow and

plaeint)^ the grain on the ground; or it was put in canvass

bags, these strapped to the animal's head, the bag coming

nj) just below the eyes. It \vas very amusing to Match

the horses use this contrivance when it was first put on

them, but they would soon grow accustomed to it and

manage it very well.

About eight o'clock the column was again in motion,

and reached Sunimerville shortly after noon. Quite a

number of the men had their feet frozen badly, and were

lelt at this })oint until they should be sufficiently recovered

to resume the march to Camp Piatt.

On the 28th we marched to Gauley Bridge, where the

prisoners, captured horses, etc. were turned over to Gener-

al E. P. Scammon's Provost Marshall. The regiment

then proceeded to the Huddlesou farm, a tew miles below

Kanawha Falls, and camped for the night.

During the night of the 25tli while the command was

camped at the Hiukle farm, the men had prepared the best

places they could to sleep on the bare ground, the officers

faring as badly. Colonel Paxton would not go into a house

to sleej) while his boys were thus exposed to the weather,

but shared the exposure with them. For this sacrifice the

colonel was held in the highest esteem by the men; and as

an evidence that this devotion was not unappreciated, some

one stole the blanket off the colonel while he slept, and he

woke uj) nearly frozen. The language used by him on this

occasion was such as might have emanated from the hum-

blest private in the ranks. But the colonel did not get his

blanket.

Report of Colonel John C. Paxton, headquarters Sec-

ond We^t Virginia Cavalry;

Camp Piatt, Dec. 2, 1862.

Sir:— In obedience to your order, I marched my com-
mand, consisting of companies G, I, F, A, K, D, E and
II, Second West Virginia Volunteer Cavalry, in all 475
men, rank and file, in good order, on tht' morning of No-
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veniber 24th for Summerville, arriving there at 10 p. ni.

the same (lay, a distance of fifty-three miles. Left Sura-

mervalle next morning at seven o'clock and arrived at the

Hinkle farm at 4 p. m.—thirty-five miles—and, being

able to obtain some hay there, remained until 4 a. m. of

the 2Gth, when we took up the line of march, in a l)Iind-

ing snow-storm, for Greenbrier, via Cold Knob Mountain,
where we arrived at 10 a. m. the same day; distance, twenty
miles. Met Colonel Lane, Eleventh Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry, who was to assist me in breaking up a rebel camp
at the foot of the mountain, but, on account of the severity

of the weather and hard marching, he wished to return to

his camp at Summerville. I asked him to take the ad-

vance until we met the enemy's pickets, which he did, and,

in about one mile exchanged shots with six of the enemy,
wounding one. Colonel Lane at once opened his ranks
and gave us the road. We pushed rapidly into the ene-

my's camp, a distance of five miles, effecting a C(miplete

surprise at 12 m., the enemy scattering in all directions.

We killed two, wounded two, paroled one and captured

two commissioned officers (one captain and one second

lieutenant) one hundred and eleven non-commissioned
officers and privates, one hundred and six horses and five

mules; burned and destroyed about two hundred Enfield

and Mississippi rifles and fifty sabres, with other ac-

coutrements, stores and supplies, and their camp tents,

etc. I had two horses killed in the enemy's camp, and lost

ten on the march from fatigue and exhaustion. The ene-

my was found three miles from the foot of Cold Knob
Mountain, on Sinking Creek, Greenbrier county, West
Virginia, at Lewis' Mill, and consisted of a part of five

companies of cavalry, viz: Rockbridge Cavalry, Braxton
Dragoons, Churchville Cavalry, A^'alley Cavalry, and
Nighthawk Rangers. They w'ere men who .had been in

the service fifteen months and were located at this j)oint to

guard the mountain })ass, and to organize a part of A. G.
Jenkin's brigade. Our success was com])lete. We never

lost a drop of blood. After securing the prisoners and
horseg, and destroying the camp, etc., we marched at 4 p.

m. (on the 26th) for Summerville, where we ariived on
the 27th at noon, making one hundred and twenty miles

for men and horses, without food or rest, except one feed

of hay for horses, over the most rugged and mountainous
part of West Virginia. Remained in Summerville until

the 29th. Left for Camp Piatt, and arrived in camp on
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the 30th at noon. My men suifered severely from frost.

I left two men in the hospital at Summcrville, whose boots

we cut from their feet. Others were more or less frozen.

My horses were very much cut down. I cannot close this

report without deservedly complimenting the officers and
men, but, where all behaved so gallantly, it is impossible

to particularize. But all honor is due Major Powell, who
led the charge, and Company G, Captain McMahon who
led the column. I have the hcnor to be your obedient

servant, J. C. Paxton,
Col. Commanding Second West Virginia Cavalry.

Capt. R. p. Kennedy, A. A. U.



CHAPTER V.

PETERS' MOUNTAIN RAID.

Following the Sink 1112; Creek raid the regiment re-

mained in winter quarters until January loth, 18G."], when
it was ordered on an exjiedition commonly known among
the men as the Peters' Mountain raid. The object to he

obtained was supposed to be the destruction of the New
River bridge. I have been at considerable trouble to dis-

cover some official report of this expedition, but have

failed to do so.

The destruction of this bridge seemed to be a hobby

with General Scammon, and several attempts to destroy it

with a small force ended disastrously to the raiders, owing

mainly to the distance to be traveled and the nature of the

country to be traversed.

The command marched via Gauley Bridge, BigSewell

mountain. Meadow Bluflf, Alderson's Ferry, Wolf Creek

and Centerville. At the southern base of Sewell mountain

the command haulted for the purpose of feeding and rest-

ing. Here a division of the force was arranged for, C.)l-

onel Paxton with one hundred picked men and horses to

command the expedition in person. The regiment then

moved forward to Meadow BlufiF, where the command was

to separate, Colonel Paxton to take his one hundred m.Mi

and march in the direction of Blue Sulphur Springs, thenc^^

via Centerville. A force of rebel cavalry and infantry was

known to be stationed at that point; and as Colonel J*ax-

ton had no idea of attempting to whip tiiat body, it was

necessary that strategy be employed.
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Lieutenant Colonel Powell, with the remainder of the

regiment, marehed in the direction of Lewisburg (at a

certain time, as prearranged.) He went as far as the

Handler and Feamster farms, making a feint on Lewis-

burg. The lieutenant colonel had positive orders to burn
the Plandley house and the Feamster barn, and if possible

induce some of the rebel commands that were in Colonel

Paxton's way to march to the protection of Lewisburg.

The buildings referred to were on high ground, and

when burning at night could be seen for a long distance.

This act of vandalism was regarded as a necessity of war,

and was carried into effect by Lieutenant Colonel Powell

and his command, who then in due course of time returned

safely to Camp Piatt.

Before starting from Meadow Bluff, Colonel Paxton

informed his intrepid band that they were to impersonate

the rebel command of Colonel Clarkson, he himself posing

as the con federate colonel. Overcoats were strapped on

the saddles, the men wearing blankets instead. The little

column encountered the rebel pickets near Centerville, and

w^ere allowed to pass without question. The pickets in-

formed our men that there was a force of infantry in the

town, but nothing daunted, they marched boldly into Cen-

terville, and halted. To throw the enemy entirely off their

guard, the colonel ordered the men to remain in column in

the street and feed their horses; this was done, the men
bearing themselves in an easy, careless manner, but re-

maining near the horses ready to mount.

The colonel informed a rebel officer, who seemed to

have some authority, that he was Colonel Clarkson, and
that he had been doing duty on the Big Sandy river, and
had been ordered to report in Richmond with one hundred
cavalry. Soon the command was beyond Centerville, en

route for Peters' mountain.

The column reached Peters' Mountain in safety, l)ut

a violent and blinding storm then raiding so confused the

guide that lie became hewildered and lost his way, leading

the detai;hment many miles in the wrong direction. This
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pleased tlie little band in the neighbvU'liood of John Mc-

Causeland's rebel cavalry regiment, and in view of all the

circumstances Col. Paxton wisely concluded to return.

This he did, via Flat Top Monutain and Raleigh, C. H.,

thus eluding all the confederate commands that were now
endeavoring to capture this pretended Colonel Clarkson.

This expedition commanded by Colonel Paxton was

not only extremely hazardous, but one of great exposure

and intence sni?ering from deep snows and cold weather.

These incursions (and I state it emphatically) so far into

the enemy's country with a small force, were very danger-

ous, and usually resulted in little loss or damage to the

foe, while imjiosing upon the men who made them the

greatest hardshi]).

This expedition closed the operations of the regi-

ment for the winter, except the scout of Major McMahon,
with seventy men, February 5th to 8th, in Wyoming
county. The Major found nothing but snow and moun-
tains and frozen streams.

In the latter part of February, 1863, General Crook

ordered Lieutenant Colonel Powell to proceed to Wheel-

ing on oflScial business, pertaining to a more efTicient arm-

ing of the '2nd Virginia Cavalry. Only a small portion

of the regiment was armed with carbines, the others still

retaining the ancient horse pistols, which, as remarked be-

fore, were more dangerous to ourselves and our horses than

to the enemy.

The Cavalry had been shamefully neglected in this mat-

ter of arming; and, in view of more active service, it was

being looked into.

Ou the return of Lieutenant Colonel Powell to Camp
Piatt, he was taken ill with a severe attack of bilious fever,

but in six weeks so far recovered as to be able to be taken

to his home in Ironton, Ohio. His restoration to health

was so slow that he finally decided to quit the service, and

tendered his resignation as Lieutenant Colonel. Before it

was accepted or acted upon, Brigadier General E. P.

kicammoa succeeded to the command of the Kanawha Di-



74 I'KTErvS' >I()UNTAIX RAID.

vision, thus relieving General Crook, who was transferred

to the army of the Cumberland.

During this time the regiment was actively engaged in

scouting over the country surrounding Camp Piatt. The

official report, as follows, of one of these scouts will suffice

for all :

Report of Captain David Dove, 2nd AVest Virginia

Cavalry.

Camp Piatt, W. Va., April 7, 1863.

Sir :—I have the honor to make the iollowing report of

the result of my late expedition through the counties of

Logan and Cabell. In obedience to your orders I marched
on the 3rd inst, with detachments of companies A, D, E,

F, G, H, I and K, in all six commissioned officers and 135

enlisted men. Marched from Cam]) Piatt to Red House
on Coal River, where I arrived at 12 o'clock and encamped
for the remainder of the night, resuming the march at 4

o'clock on the morning of the 4th, and arrived at Chap-
niansville, on Guyandotte river, at 11 o'clock a. m. Here
we captured one captain and two privates, stragglers from

Jenkin's command. After resting for two hours I started

down the river with the expectation of meeting Jenkins,

learning that he had not passed up, picking up one or two

men every few miles, but could ascertain nothing definite

as to his whereabouts until arriving at the mouth of Hart

Creek, P2 miles below Chapmansville. I learned that

Jenkins had left the river at this point, and marched

toward Big Sandy river, and, as he had some fifteen hours

the start of me, and the river was not fordable at any point

near, I thought it unadvisable to pursue him, but contin-

ued down the river until o'clock, when I halted at the

mouth of Ugly creek, remaining there until 2 o'clock on

the morning of the 5th, and again started down the river.

On arriving at the fiills I learned that a part of Sweeney's

Battalion, commanded by Captain Carpenter, had en-

camped the night before four miles below. I imme-
diately started in pursuit of him, and upon arriving

where he had encamped I learned that he had marched

in the direction of Mud river, leaving the Guyandotte

road. Not having a guide, I had to follow his trail

through one of the wildest sections of country in western

Virginia. About two o'clock I struck the Mud river and

traveled up it one mile, to where the trail again left the
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road, crossed the river and ascended a very steep and
rough hill, covered by a thick wood. When the advance
was about half way down the hill on the opposite side, it

came upon the enemy in a very deep ravine, into which it

was almost impossible to force the horses. Alter a sharp
skirmish we drove them from their position; when a
very hazardous and exciting chase ensued, the enemy scat-
tering in every direction. During the skirniish the enemy
had one man killed and we captured fifteen prisoners,
fifteen horses and fifty stands of arms, which latter were
destroyed. After resting an hour I slarted for Hurricane
J^ridge, arriving there at 8 o'clock, and camped there that
night. From thence, marched on the 6th to Camp Piatt,
leaving the prisoners at Charleston, for whom you will
herein find a receipt. The result of the expedition was,
killed 1, captured o4 men and 30 horses, and destroyed
between 75 and 100 stands of arms. No one was hurt' on
our side. A^eiv res])ectfully your obedient servant,

D. Dove.
Capt. 2nd. AV. Ya. Cav. com'g exp.

J. C. Paxton, Corad'g Reg't.



CHAPTER YI.

P^XPEUITION TO LEWISBURG.

On or about the first da}' of May, 18G3, General Scani-

niou ordered Colonel Paxton, with the regiment, on a re-

conuaisance to Lewisburg. As this expedition proved so

disastrous in its results, and the acts of the commander

have been so severely criticised, he suffering the loss of his

official position in consequence, I will endeavor to give a

detailed account of it, as well as the official Confederate

account.

From Camp Piatt to Lewisburg the distance is about

one hundred miles. The road leads up the Kanawha river

to the moath of Gauley and New Rivers, the junctions of

these two rivers forming the Kanawha. Crossing Gauley,

the road leads up the east side of New river via the Tom-
kins farm and Hawk's Nest, over Little and Big Sewell

Mountains to Meadow Bluff, thence to Lewisburg. Some

lively little boutfe were had with bushwhackers on the way,

but no one on our side was killed.

Colonel Paxton was apprised on the road that Edgar's

battalion (rebel) was in the vicinity of Lewisburg, The

colonel hoj)cd to surprise this body of the enemy and rout

them, as had been done on a former occasion ; hence he so

arranged his march that dark found him al^out twenty-five

miles from Lewisburg. Ca|)tain David Dove, with a detail

from Company H, was placed in the advance. In going

down Brushy Mountain, the advance ran into a scouting

party of about thirty rebels, who succeeded in making their

escape in the darkness. Ca})tain Dove now very naturally
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abandoned the idea of a nurprise, and informed the Col-

onel of his enconnter Avith the scouts, and the fallacy of

hoping for a surprise. The Colonel ordered him to push

on. This intrepid and daring officer sent his orderly ser-

geant to the officer in command of the column, advising

him to hold the column back, adding, "We are going to

get into trouble, and it Avill be better for the advance guard

to suffer alone, than for the regiment to be drawn into a

trap."

At 1 o'clock a. m. on the mornino: of May 2, 1863

while the advance was ascending a winding road dug through

a wood on the Tuckwiller farm, they were surprised by an

ambuscade of the enemy, whose guns flashed right in their

faces. The regiment came rapidly up to the advance

wdiich had encountered a blockade in the road, James
Smith, of the advance, was killed near the blockade, and

Lieutenant George Shoemaker mortally wounded.

The regiment endtavorcd to fight the best it could in

the darkness, and did succeed in forcing back the rel)el

right. Captain Dove received a wound in the foot Avhich

eventually caused his death. Geo. W. Hale was killed

when the enemy's right was being turned. Alberto Har-

vey, of Co. G, was also killed.

After the rebel right had been turned, Colonel Paxton

had the recall sounded, and in obedience to this order the

regiment fell back a short distance, and remained there

until 11 o'clock a. m.

The following is the re])ort of the Confederate Lieu-

tenant Colonel, George M. Edgar, of this afllair;

Captain:—It becomes my duty to summit through you
a report of the engagement which took place west of Lewis-
burg on the morning of the 2nd instant, between the 26th
Virginia Battalion and a regiment of LT. S. Cavalry com-
manded by Colonel J. C. Paxton. A re]->ort reached me
about 2 p. m. the 1st inst. that U. S. Cavalry had been on
Big Sewell jNIountain the night before, and had avowed
their intention of capturing Lewisburg, I immediately
sent out a strong cavalry scoot to ascertain the truth of the
rumor, and watch the eneniv, if any could lie seen, and



78 EXPEDITION TO LEWIS IJURG.

report as to his probable strength and intentions. About
lip. ni. one of tlie scouting party returned and reported

that a large cavalry force of the enemy was advancing
upon the town, and was already within nine miles of it.

After ordering stores, prisoners and sick to the rear, I

formed the battalion and marched it to Handley's Mills,

TWO miles west of I^ewisburg. the position selected for de-

fense. The dispositions for battle were as follows : Com-
pany A, Captain Swann, in a skirt of woods on
the Blue Sulphur turn|)ike, to prevent the enemy
from turning our right iiank ; Company B, Lieutenant

nines, and Company F, Lieutenant Dunlap, along
an important bend in the road on the west side

of the hill with instructions to refrain from firing until

the head of the enemy's column had passed the left com-
pany; Com|)auy K, Capt. Scott, and Company G, Caj)t.

^lorris, behind the barricades across the road, and the

fence to the right and left of it; Company C, Lieut. Peck,

and Company I), Capt. Burdett, about one hundred yards

on the right of the reserve, with instructions to that

officer to watch tlie enemy and report if he should attem])t

to turn our right flank. AVith these dispositions we awaited

the a|)proach of the enemy. We had scarcely finished our

preparations when the head of the enemy's column ap-

peared (about one a. m.) and began to file up the hill by
fours, the men talking and laughing, apparently uncon-
scious of our close proximity. Unfortunately, before

the head of the column had reached the center of the line

of riflemen, one of the men fired his gun. This of

course obliged the whole advance to fire, the enemy re-

tiring behind the bend in the road in grtat couiusion.

The firing then became general between the enemy's ad-

vance and ours, and lasted several minutes. In less than

a minute after the firing ceased in front, I was warned by

a (juick volley on the right that the enemy was end(»avor-

ing to turn our [)osition. I immediately ordered the two
reserve companies to liieut. Folk's support, and hastened

in the direction of the firing. I had scarcely gone 1^)0

vards when I met the enemy charging in

line through the woods. I immediately caused Company
D U) file into the woods and commence firing, and afterwards

hurried forward Company C (the other reserve c<)m|iany)

to its support. The firing between these two companies
and the enemy was heavy, and, realizing that our safety

depended u])on the enemy at this point, J ordered the two
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rifle companies from the front, aud formed them in sup-

porting distance of the two companies engaged. Just as

this took place, the enemy's right charged up the road in

front of the barricade, hut was handsomely repulsed by a

volley from conij)anips E and G. This was iho last volley

firt'd, the enemy withdrawing from both our front and
right. As he withdrew I sent out squads of both cavalry

and infantry to watch his movements, and very soon re-

ceived information that he had formed in line in the open
field in rear of our right, aj)parently for the purpose of

charging our lino from that direction. At the same time,

from the noise I heard in the front of the left of our posi-

tion, I conceived the idea that a portion of the enemy's

force had been dismounted and would probably attack us

from that direction also. I immediately withdrew my
whole force within the inclosure on the left hand side of the

road, and disposed it to meet the enemy in both directions,

placing the rifle companies along the fences to the

front, and the remaining force along the fences in the

direction of which I supposed the charge would
be made. With the force disposed as I have

indicated, we awaited the approach of the enemy,
feeling assured the attack would be renewed at daylight,

if not before. At early dawn it could be plainly seen that

the enemy's force, with the exce})tion of a picket, had been

withdrawn beyond the hill in our front, and about () o'clock

a correspondence between Colonel Paxton and
myself, which resulted in a truce until 11 a. m.;

the enemy asking the privilege of burying his dead and
taking care of his wounded. He left a surgeon and a ser-

geant to take care of his four wounded men, one of whom
was a lieutenant. I have every reason to believe, however,

that his loss was much heavier, for his ambulances were
running busily for three hours, and citizens assured me
that they were filled with dead when he retreated, and
from the number of carriages and buggies he seized on his

retreat, for the accommodation of his wounded, it is rea-

sonable to supjiose that the nund)er was larger than ac-

knowledged. It is gratifying to be able to report that

there were no casualities on our side. The eneniy re-

turned our fire with sjMrit, but with no effect. They took,

however, four prisoners—three infantrymen and one cav-

alryman. I am, Captain, etc, Gi:o. M. Edcaii,
Lieutenant C\)Ion('l C\)ninuiudinir.
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The correspondence between the Union and Confeder-

ate Colonels was as follows:

To the officer commanding at Lewisburg:—Mr. Tnck-
willer consents to allow two men seriously wounded to re-

main at his house as they cannot be moved. They, to-

gether with the sergeant who remains to nurse, will be

your prisoners of course, and I ask that you use the hu-

manity that you would have the right to expect from us.

I have the honor to subscribe myself, your obedient ser-

vant, O, Nellts,

First Ass't. Surgeon, 2nd (West) Va. Cavalry.

P. S.—If you will do me the favor to supply a sur-

geon to assist in amjuitating a leg, it will be received as a

kindness.

[Answer.]

O. Nellis, Fir.st Assistant Surgeon, 2nd [West] Vir-
ginia Cavalry :—Your favor has been received. Any com-
munication irom your commanding officer will be received.

Geo. M. Edgar,
Lieutenant Colonel Commanding Outposts.

On the Field, May 2, 18(j3.

Commanding Officer, Confederate forces before Lewis-
burg:—Your note received. I did not know my surgeon

had gone to the front with a flag. His and my wish is to

take care of our dead and wounded, I ask for nothing

except what the laws of war and humanity ask for.

J. C. Paxton,
Colonel Commanding Force.

(Answer)
On the Field, May 2d, 1863.

CV)1. J. C. Paxton, Conid'ti: U. S. Forces:—Your favor

has just been received. Your dead will be conveyed to

you for interment. Two of my surgeons shall assist yours

in attending to your wounded. Of course the truce shall

exist until formally concluded by yourself. By order of

Gen. Ech(ds. Geo. M. Edgaii,

Lt. Col. Comd'g Advance.

On the Field, May 2d, 1 808.

Major Edgar, Comd'g Confed. Forces near Lewisburg;
I wish to bury my dead and take some care of my
wounded. It will take until 11 a. m. this day. ] leave

my surgeon. Any courtesy you extend to him will be re-

turned if occasion offin-s. J. C. Paxtox,
C<»1. ComdV 2nd W . Ya. Cavalry.



CAPT. E. E. WILSON.





LT. COLONEL DAVID DOVE.

See page SI.

Colonel Dove was an ideal Aiiieriean volunteer. When the

war broke out he was twenty-one years old. He jiromptly en-

listed in the three months service and was elected a Lieutenant
in the first company raised in Jackson County, Ohio At the ex-

piration of this term he assisted in raiding Co. H., Second W. Va.

Cavalry, and was elected Captain of the same. Captain Dove
was often entrusted with perilous missions, and in every case he

ved equal to the occasion. He was severely wounded May 2d,

1863, (see page 77) after being wounded he was brought back to

the house of Mr. B. S. Smythers (at his own request) where he
was cared for by members of his own company and Mr Smytlier's

family. In July he so far recovered as to be able to return to his

own home, near Jackson, Ohio. December 17th, 1868, he married

Julia E. Smythers, a most estimable and accomplished young lady,

of Kanawha Couuty, West Virginia Captain Dove was i)romot-

ed to Lieutenant Colonel of the Regiment, May 18th, 1863. In

October he returned to camj) and assumed the command of tiie

regiment, until Colonel Powell's return iu March, 1864. His
wound compelled his resignation July 5th, 1864. He died Janu-
ary 1 2th, 1868, loved, honored and respected by all.
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(Answer)
On the Field, May 'ind, 18G;3.

C*ol. Paxton, Com'd U. S. Forces:—The truce you ask
M'ill be willingly granted. Everything we can do for your
wounded will be done. Your .>u!-geoii will receive the

attention and protection you ask.

By order of General Echols,

Geo. M. Edgar,
Lieutenant Colonel Commanding Advance.

Our loss was four killed, eight wounded, four missing,

and twenty- eight horses killed.

This was the first defeat the regiment had suffered,

and, that some one was to blame for allowing the command
to be drawn into an ambuscade, the humblest private in

the regiment knew. Some of the best officers and men in

the command had been needlessly sacrificed. First Lieu-

tenant George Shoemaker, and Privates George W. Hale

and James Smith, were fine specimens of the American

volunteer. Captain David D.)ve was a most brave and

promising officer, and the wound he received on this occa-

sion rendered him almost ineapa')le of farther service dur-

ing the war.

While the command severely criticised, and did not

excuse the conduef of C )lo!iel Paxton in permitting the

sur[)rise and making the saj:'Ific> p )ssible, yet, the verv

high esteem in whieli bath ol!i • !rs aid men regarded him

f)r his many admiral)!e (]'iiliti;'s as a gfiitleman, his kiiidiv

interest in and attention to the wants of his command, his

genuine and undoubted loyalty to the flag, and devotion to

the union, made all deeply sympatliize with Colon^'l Pax-

ton. Ho truly and sincerely loved his "boys" (as he

called thorn) and wi-i fVcjaently the central figure of

a grouji, pleasantly taking j)a;-t in sneli conversation as

might be general al)out the camp.

Li July, ISGo, after being discharged at \\ heeling, W.
Va. on our way horn;', quite a number of ns had occasion

to stop off at Marietta, Oliio, Colonel Paxton's home.

While on our way to the railro;id dcjiot we met the colonel

and of course, all greeted him warmly. Said he : "B()vs of
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the Second ^ycst Virginia Cavalry, God bless you," and

the old warrior was so overcome with emotion that he

wept like a child. The colonel has long since been "gathered

to his fathers," and when we shall assemble at the great

roll call above, we will want no warmer welcome from

friends than that of the old commander, "Boys of the Sec-

ond West A^irginia Cavalry, God bless yon!" On May
7th, 1863, ColonelJohn C. Paxton left the service. To
fill the vacancy thus created a universal de-

mand went up for the appointment of Lieut.

Colonel Powell as Colonel of the regiment. The entire

command knew Lieutenant Colonel Powell to be a brave,

fearless and efficient officer, and all seemed fully to realize

that he was the proper man to lead them. Therefore Gov-

ernor Pierrepont urged the Lieutenant Colonel to recon-

sider his purpose of leaving the service, and to accept the

command of the regiment. This profifer, endorsed as it

was, induced Colonel Powell to recall his resignation and

accept the command; and thereupon Lieut. Colonel Wm.
H. Powell was commissioned as Colonel of the 2d W. Va.

Cavalry, May 18, 18G3.



CHAPTER VII.

THE JOHNNIES AFTER THE LOUP CREEK WHARFBOAT.

The time immediately following was occupied in drill*

ing and scouting-. The most important event that trans-

pired was about Juue 27th, when the officer learned that the

rebels had formed a ])lan to burn the Loup Creek Wharf-

boat, Preparations were niada to capture the raiders, as it

was known they would be in small force. Captain Chas.

E. Hambleton was sent to Loup Creek with two compan-

ies, and other forces were distributed in such a manner as

the exigencies of the case seemed to require. The wharf-

boat was moved across the river out of danger, and the

coming of the enemy awaited.

The enemy came, but with all the precautions taken,

made 2:ood their escape. As they came in on the road

guarded by Captain Hambleton's force, I will give that

officer's version of the affair, without further comment.

Camp Piatt, Ya., June 28, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order I started with C'Om-

panies B and I, 75 men, June 2(3th, at 7 p. m. Crossed
the river at this place and ])roceeded to Loup Creek Land-
ing, where I arrived at 3:30 a. m. June 27th. I immed-
iately sent out a picket of twelve men to stand on the road

below Loup Creek bridge, about three-quarters of a mile

above the landing. I then ordered my command to un-

saddle and cool their horses, and then saddle and feed.

They had unsaddled and were lying down, when my picket,

having gone to the place designated, found a picket guard
of Company F already stationed there, when they re-

turned. But I was not aware thev had returned until

afterward. They had been back fifteen or twenty minutes
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and ray men were just saddling, when the rebels came
dashing in, yelling and shooting, which was the first

notice I had of their approach. The picket had retreated

nj) the road instead of towards us. My men sprang to

their arnis and fired into the advancing column, but on

they came. The first squadron dashed right through us,

so we were between them. I ordered the men that were

nea- me to get under the river bank some twenty feet from

the road. Some few got into the woods above, and some
were taken prisoners. Some eight or ten infantry on the

opposite side of the river. fired into them, while my com-
mand who were near the river bank also fired on them,

which was the means of starting them down the road.

While tlicv \yere passing us Lieut. Carlisle called to those

who were jirisoners to rally under the river bank, and some
ten or twelve saved themselves by running and jumping as

directed, tha rebels not daring to follow. They the

rebels started to return, but again fell back and went up
Armstrong Creek on the gallop, while about thirty, sup-

posed to be the rear guard, did not get past us at all, but

retreated up Louj) Creek. Their force has been variously

estimated, but from what I could see, and from the best

information obtained, I judged them to be about 225

strong, under command of Major Bailey. The whole af-

fair did not last over fifteen or twenty minutes. That we
did not allow the rebels to do this without resistance is

evidenced by tlie fact that they left one dead, three badly

wounded, five horses killed and three wounded. I am,
Your Obedient Servant,

Chas. E. Hambletox,
Captain Comd'g.

Col. W. H. Pow^ell.

In the interim between the 18th of May, 1863, the

operations of the regiment were of minor importance.

Durinir this time Col. Powell's health had been restored,

and tiie regiment reorganized and fitted for active service.

Tlic camp life at this time was of the highest type of

enjoynKnt. The quarters were in the shape of a square,

and c!)nsi>ted of good log houses, with kitchens for the

diff.'ront masses. The houses on tlie east side of the

scjuare were occupied by the company officers, the regi-

mental headiiuarters being in a house near the Kanawha

river on tlu' west. The stables were a short distance north
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of the camp. To the rear of the officers quarters there was

a mountain of considerable height, its sides steep and al-

most inaccessible. In front of the camp, flowed the

"Kanawha river, with Brownstown on its opposite bank.

It was four miles down the river to ^lalden, and ten miles

to Charleston. During the month of June the regimental

surgeon recommendeil that the men be supplied with ale,

as it would be conducive to their health. When this be-

came known, the file of the regiment readily expressed

their willingness to take the perscribed medicine, and were

ready to bless the name of Dr. McKeown. AVord was sent

to some Jewish merchants in Charleston that they might

sella few dozen bottles of ale to the regiment daily. Two
or three of those enterprising dealers soon appeared in

camp, and disposed of their merchandise at a good profit.

This was a bonanza for the vendors, for ordi-

narily they were not allowed to sell to soldiers.

There was no indication that the men would

abuse the privilege, and the merchants obtained leave to

make another visit within a few days. On the next trip

they brought a considerable quantity of the stimulant, and

with the large demand and their former success, deter-

mined to make a larger profit. The soldier has his own

ideas of right and wrong, and will quickly resent a wrong,

especially when his finances are involved. No sooner had

•they learned that ale was suddenly advanced in price, than

they reached the conclusion that ale was a contraband of

war, and so confiscated the entire lot. This ended the ad-

ministration of ale as medicine in the regiment; but by this

time it was unnecessary, as the men were in splendid

health, the result, no doubt, of the ale.

The following order will explain itself:

Charleston, W. Ya., July 8, 18G3.

General Order
No. 9.

The thirty-fourth mounted Ohio volunteer infantry.

second (West) Virginia Cavalry and two com])anics, First

(West) Virginia Cavali'V, under Captains Gilmore and
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Delauey, will constitute a brigade under the command of

ColonelJohn T. Toland, and, until further orders, be des-

ignated as the Third Brigade, Third Division Eighth
Army Corps. By command of

Brig. Gen. E. P. Scammon.

Jas. L. Botsford, a. a. G.

The following incident is only illustrative of the

many perilous times experienced by small detachments of

cavalry making night marches over mountainous roads.

Comrade Richard Barron, of Company G, and who was so

severely 'voundcd on the occasion as to have been, for

awhile at least, left for dead, has furnished me these partic-

ulars. During the summer of 1863 Companies G and K
were attached to Colonel White's brigade, which force

oocupied Fayetteville. The cavalry were kept busy scout-

ing and doing patrol duty. A force of confederates under

General McCausland was camped at ]'iney Creek, three

miles beyond Raleigh C. H, and about thirty miles from

Fayetteville. Twice a week, in addition to the day scouts,

the cavalry made night marches, attacked and drove in the

rebel pickets, thus alarming their camp. General McCaus-

land learning that these little incursions on his outposts

and camp were only by a small force of cavalry rarely

exceeding fifty men, devised a plan to punish them. Their

plan was eminently successful, as this narrative will show.

Early on the night of July ord the enemy posted tour

companies of infantry about eiglit miles from Raleigh on

the steep sides of a mountain, where they lay concealed

until the little band of cavalry passed their position. They

then came into the road, where it had been dug and hewn

along the side of the mountain. For some distance along

the lower side of the road Avas a sloping precipitous bank

about sixty feet high which led down to a small stream of

water. The side of this bank was covered with jagged

rocks, most of them having been torn from the roadway

in its construction. At sun down on July 3rd, fifty-one

men of companies G and K, under command of Captain

Joseph Aukrom, started out the Raleigh road with orders
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to ascertain if tlie enemy's pickets were still posted as usual.

After the little band passed the point where the enemy

lay concealed, the latter came into the road, felled a tree

across it, and by sharpened limbs, and other material

hastily gathered formed an impassible barrier for cavalry.

They then posted themselves in advantageous positions

and awaited the return of the scouts. The latter pro-

ceeded to near Raleigh C. H., where they encountered

and drove in the rebel pickets, and soon after started on

their return. About 3:30 a. m. on the morning of July

4th, when the advance of the scouts encountered the

blockade, and while many of the men in the column were

sleeping on their horses, they were suddenly surprised

by a volley being iired into their ranks from front and

flank. The rear men dashed forward to the relief of their

comrades, and thus adding to the confusion, which was

intensified by the yelling and firing of the enemy. Dead

horses were piled on top of each other, and the only escape

for the men was over the rugged rocks referred to. p]very

man in the command was either wounded with ball or cut

and bruised by the rocks in making their escape. Of the

fifty-one horses onjy one came out uninjured. Only three

men were killed outright, (see death roll) as the fire of the

enemy was low. Eighteen prisoners were taken away,

the wounded were carried to a house some distance to the

rear, the enemy remaining until after sunrise and caring

for the injured as best they could. The rebel captain in

command (Mr. Phil. Thurman) recognized in Mr. Barron

an old acquaintance, and it was by his orders that the

wounded were carried to the house and cared for.

The narrator says that when the prisoners, by their

own request, were brought to the house, that they might

see their wounded companions, they looked like they had

gone through a threshing machine they were so cut and

bruised and their clothing so torn. The same day a {)or-

tion of the 91st O. V. I. came out and removed the

wounded to Favetteville.



CHAPTER YIII.

THE WYTHEVILLP] RAID.

On the ]-3th day of July, 18G3, the expedition to

Wytheville was organized, the object being to destroy the

East Virginia and Tennessee railroad. Much care has

been taken to obtain all the information possible in this

connection, and this is snbniitted as being correct almost

in detail.

The raiding j)arty consisted of* the 34th O. V. I.

mounted infanti-y, numbering 50o, officers and men, under

Lieut. Colonel E. E. Franklin; seven companies of the 2nd

West A'irginia Cavalry, viz. companies B, C, D, E, F, H
and 1.365 officers and men, under the command of Colonel

AVm. H. Powell. The expedition left Camp Piatt, West

Virginia, on the 13th day of July, 1863, at 4 o'clock p. m.

The movement Mas made thiough Fayette, Raleigh,

Wyoming, Mercer, TazeAvell, Bland and Wythe counties.

The route was mostly over a rough, rugged, mountainous

country, this being the first time tliat much of it had been

traversed by union troops, as owing to the topography of

the region, the execution of rapid movements so essential

in making a raid, was very difficult. Tlie entire route,

after leaving Fayette, was sufficiently occupied by detach-

ments of the enemy's cavalry, or by bushwhackers and

local organizations, as to cause delays, and thus retard our

progress. The comn^and rcaciud Piuey Creek, near

Raleigh C. H. on the nigfit of the 14lIi, wluu the head of

the column was fired U|)on fVom an ambiiscade, by which

the 34ih (). \\ I. lost three men killed and four wounded.
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This was understood to have been eanscd by a blunder of

the commander in not providing a sufficient advance guard

tiius allowing the column to be drawn into a trap.

AVhile going into oani]) here a communication was

received from General Scammon referring to order sent

by Captain Gilmore, and directing Colonel Tolaud to return

to the forks of Coal lliver roads and move immediately

upon the A^irginia and Tennessee railroad at Wytheville,

Virginia. Owing to the darkness of the night and the

confusion caused by the ambuscade, only a portion of the

command received or understood the order, and in conse-

quence the column became broken and separated. One

part of the command proceeded under command of Lieu-

tenant Colonel Franklin to the town of Raleigh C. H.,

and a portion with Colonel Toland struck the Wyoming

pike five miles from Raleigh C. H. This occupied nearly

the whole of the night. The horses had now been under

saddle for thirty-six hours and had marched a distance of

sixtv-five miles, according to information received from

the guides. Lieutenant Colonel Franklin was immediately

ordered to that point, and at ten o'clock a. m. the whole

command was united at the Harper farm, six miles west of

Raleigh on the Wyoming pike. Here Captain Gilmore,

of the 1st West Virginia Cavalry, with two companies of

that regiment, joined the column with the train containing

supplies. From this point the commanding officers were

ordered to send back to Raleigh all unserviceable horses

and all men who were unfit to continue the march.

At 1 o'clock p. m. Colonel Toland moved forward,

having in his command a total fi)rce of 818, exclusive of

one company of the 2ud West Virginia Cavalry, which was

to escort the train back. The forces were as follows:

Thirty-fourth O. V. I., (mounted) 441 officers and men;

2nd West A^irginia Cavalry, 298 officers and men; First

West A'^irginia Cavalrv, 79 officers and men.

At the marshes of coal river the command was halted

and supplied v/ith four days rations for the men and three

days forage for the horses. From this point the train was
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sent back, and the forc'e camped for tlic night on the Jones

farm. The Marsh fork of Coal river being impassable for

horses without swimming, a bridge was constructed, and on

the morning of the 16th the column crossed the river, pur-

suing a course that led over Little Guyandotte mountains,

and by way of Wyoming Court House. The command
camped here on the night of the 16th, having marched a

distance of about forty miles.

On the 17th the route was pursued in the direction of

Abbs Valley, via Tug mountains. While on the mountain

it was ascertained that a small force of the enemy was sta-

tioned at the head of the valley, picketing the gap or road

through which our route lay. Colonel Toland ordered

Colonel Powell to go forward with three companies of the

2nd West Virginia Cavalry, and endeavor to surprise and

capture the pickets.

On the road the advance ca]itured an old man with a

squirrel rifle on his shoulder, the report of which had just

died away. But on account of his age he was not sum-

marily })unished. The Colonel questioned him closely as

to the location of the enemy's picket, and the location and

strength of the force camped in the valley. The old man
gave the required information in a straightforward and cor-

rect manner. The force in the valley consisted of J. E.

Stollings' compar.y of rebel infantry, about sixty strong.

Lieutenant Davidson, who was ever anxious for such duty

and very efficient in performing it, was sent forward to

capture the pickets, without firing a gun, if possible. It

was raining, and the outpost of six men were all inside a

tent, which was revealed to the advance by the barking of

a dog. They rode up quickly and captured the entire

picket before one of them had time to get outside the tent.

This made the capture of the company an easy matter.

Approaching to within a short distance of the house where

the company was quartered, a charge was made, the house

surrounded and all the inmates captured while they were

enjoying an old Virginia hoe-down.

The captuies consisted of forty-five prisoners, twenty
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horses and five hundred stands of arms, the arms beinof

intended for recruits. The prisoners were taken along,

the arms, quarters, etc. destroyed.

Pushing on that day over very rough roads, the cohimn

camped that night on the Tayk^r farm, six mik\s from Jef-

fersonville and forty-five miles from Wytheville, having

marched forty-five miles on the 17th. We had been driv-

ing a small force all the previous afternoon, but they kept

out of our way and did not retard our progress materially.

This force was in our rear ou the ISth, they having taken

the road to Jeffersonville, supposing that we were going in

the direction of the saltworks. On the 18th the command
marched rapidly in the direction of Wytheville, the rear

constantly skirmishing with the enemy. During the day

the Abbs Valley prisoners, proving to be an incumbrance,

were paroled.

The pickets of the enemy were encountered about one

mile from Wytheville. They fell back at our approach,

and a skirmish line of the en<:'mv was discovered alono; a

low ridge that covered our view of the town and concealed

the position and strength of the enemy.

The Fiist and Second W^est Virginia Cavalry com-

panies were in the rear at this time, and Colonel Powell

was ordered to the front with the cavalry to charge the

skirmishers. Colonel Powell, seeing the position on the

ridge and not knowing the positit/U of the enemy beyond,

requested Colonel Toland to dismount a portion of the

infantry and drive the skirmishers in. This suggestion

was characteristically disregarded, and the order to charge

vigorously renewed in unnecessary language. The order

was promptly obeyed, and the charge in column of fours

down the road began. The little line of Confederate skirm-

ishers fled, and, when the point was reached where they

had been stationed, it was seen that we were within a short

distance of the town, hemmed in by a high stake and rider

fence, and the enemy posted in houses along both sides of

the street. Into this avenue of death the column dashed,

and, although it received a volley from the command sta-
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tionc'd in the stroot aiul from tlie houses, it rode through,

eapturing the commancl in front. The cohimn was uow
cheeked, owing to the dead horses and to the fact that Col-

onel Powell had been wounded and Major Hoffman's horse

killed, stunning the major in the fall. Colonel Toland

hurried forward, evidently seeing the mistake he had made

by charging in column, when there was plenty of open

ground on each side of the road. A company of the

Thirty-fourth was dismounted and deployed as skirmishers

on the right of the road, while some of the Second West

Virginia pulled down the fence to the left and deployed

also. This soon cleared the town of the enemy, but

not without fearful loss. Colonel John T. Toland was

killed under the following circumstances: After Colonel

Powell was wounded, Colonel Toland came to the front to

direct the movements of the dismounted men. He was sit-

ting on his horse near a pond of water. The rebels were

firing from the upper windows of a two-story brick house,

and by the bullets striking in the water, it was evident

that the Colonel was the object of their aim. His atten-

tion was called to this fact, but he I'eplied in inelegant lan-

guage that the bullet to kill him had not yet been moulded

About this time he was shot through the heart and killed

instantly. I was near him, and distinctly heard the fatal

ball strike his body. Captain Dennis Delaney of the First

Virginia Cavalry was killed, and First Lieutenant Wil-

liam E. Guseman of the same regiment was mortally

wounded. Our loss was fourteen killed, thirty-two

wounJed, seventeen prisoners and twenty-six missing.

This loss includes the entire trip, but nearly all the casu-

alties were at Wytheville. We captured about one hun-

dred prisoners in the town, two pieces of artillery, and

about five hundred stands of arms. The damage done the

railroad was only a small matter, but the reason of this

was undoubtedly the loss of our commanders, namely,

Colonel Toland killed, and Colonel Powell severely

wounded. The rebel General Sam Jones, at Dub-
lin Depot, in his oflficial report fcays that this was
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all that saved the destruction of the railroad, as there

were not enoufjh rebel troops at hand to prevent the raid-

ers destroying considerable property, as they sn|)|)osed

our object was Saltville, and their energies were s])ent in

])reparing to defend that plat^e. 0;ir ukmi became so in-

censed from having been tired on so fatally from the shelter

of houses, that they set fire to that portion of the town,

and quite a number of houses were burned. Most of this

shooting from houses was done by armed citizens, and

hence the destruction of this part of the town was certainlv

justifiable according to the rules of war. Many of the

Second West Virginia assisted families to places of safety

and no wanton acts were committed. The fight com-

menced obout sun-down, and did not last over twenty min-

utes, when we had entire possession. All our wounded,

together with the assistant surgeon, Ozias Nellis, of the

Second Virginia Cavalry, Sergeant E. A. Thomas, John

N, Stewart and a few others who had been detailed to care

for the wounded, fell into tlie hands of the enemy as pris-

oners of war, and were subsequently taken to Kichmond.

About ten o'clock at night, Lieut. Cohjnel Franklin, of

the .j4th O. V. 1., who now was in command of the brig-

ade, repoited to Colonel Powell, through his adjutant,

Lieut. Clark, for instructions. Colonel Powell re-

plied, '^say to Coloiud Franklin to be governed by

existing circumslances, and to exercise his best

judgment in getting the command back to the

Kanawha Valley. And that in his opinion it was imprac-

ticable to attempt to continue the raid as originally in-

tended, as the force was too small to cope with the enemy,

now gathering from all directions. It was near midnight

when the force left the place on the eventful return march.

About twelve miles from Wytheville all the prisoners

were paroled, and the two pieces of artillery destroyed.

Aljout twenty miles on the Tazewell road the command
left the main road, and took a mountain route to the right,

crossing Queen's Knot), Walker's IMountain, Brush INIoun-

tain and thus through Hunting Camp, leaving Koek Gap
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on our right. (See John McCauseland's report, rebel,)

thence northwest over Wolf Creek and East lliver ISIoun-

tains, crossing the Tazewell and Mechanicsburg, the Taze-

well and Parisburg and the Tazewell and East River main

roads or pikes, thence across the Stone Ridge into the

north of Abb's Valley on the Laurel fork of Bluestone.

Here we camped on the night of the 19th, having marched

forty-five miles from Wytheville. On Sunday evening

the 19th the first attack was made on the rear guard,

which Was in charge of Lieut. Davidson, but though the

little force of rebel cavalry in pursuit made repeated at-

tempts to cut the guard off from the main column, yet

they did not materially interfere with the march.

Monday morning, July 20th, at 3 o'clock a. m., the

march was resumed, and a continued attack was kept up

on the rear by an increasing force of the enemy com-

manded by Major INIay. At one time they charged into

our rear guard with saber, a rebel officer cutting Lieut.

Davidson severely on his wrist, the lieutenant replying

with a pistol shot which unhorsed the daring confederate.

Soon after this occurrence some of our command dis-

mounted and formed an ambuscade into which the pur-

suers were drawn, and so badly used up that they did not

again attack the rear. The march was by mountain paths

across the west of Great Flat Top Mountain, over Indian

Ridge, Pinnacle Ridge, and down Pinnacle Creek, and

thence across Casey's and Barker's Ridges, and along

Pond Mountain, finally crossing Guyandotte and Pond

Mountains to to the marshes of Coal river, Avhere we
struck ]Ma])le Meadow road, at a distance of nine miles

from Raleigh C. H., from \vhich point we marched

through the town of Raleigh, and rested at Francis'

farm on the Raleigh and Fayetteville road at 5 o'clock p.

m. of July 22nd. I do not know where we camped the

nights of the 20th and 21st. Our rations had long since

given out, and the command was nearly in a state of starv-

ation, as the country traversed produced nothing but

timber and rocks. On the evening of the 21st a portion
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of the command obtaiml four small steers,

and a small quantity of corn meal. The
paths along which we passed presented obstacles almost

impassable, being filled with fallen timber and \vinding

over rocky steeps which are beyond descri{)tion; and now,

at this late day, it seems almost incredible to think of a

mounted command pursuing such a route. Owing to the

lack of forage and the severe labor undergone, many
horses gave out from exhaustion and were left on the road.

The number has been roughly estimated at three hundred.

Quite a number of horses were captured in Tazewell and

Wythe counties, so that probably not more than one hun-

dred men were marched into camp dismounted. On the

nio-ht of the 22nd two messengers on fresh horses were

dispatched to Fayetteville for supplies for the famishing

horses and men. The next morning a train of supplies

and forage reached us from Fayetteville under escort of a

company of cavalry and two pieces of artillery. As the

train came rumbling into cam]), arousing the men from a

sleep of exhaustion, they greeted the deliverers with

cheers. As it would take some time to issue the rations in

regular form, to appease the hunger of four days, crackers

or hard tack were scattered about the camp, which were

eagerly seized and eaten. By eight o'clock all had par-

taken of a substantial breakfast of genuine "I^incoln" cof-

fee, bacon and hard tack. The poor, jaded horses also en-

joyed a good feed of oats and hay. The column, in high

spirits, headed for Fayetteville about 10 o'clock. Boxes

of crackers were placed by the roadside every few miles,

and it is safe to say that most of us ate hard tack all day.

On the evening of the 23d we were safely within our lines

at Fayetteville, where we camped for the night.

A very amusing incident took place soon after our ar-

rival at Fayetteville. The personal appearance of troopers

after a long march such as this had been, is generally not

very prepossessing. The use of soap and water had been

shamefully neglected, our hair was unkempt, our clothes

dirty and ragged, and altogether .ve were a very hard look-
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ing set of" boys. A lieutenant of Company I, who was no ex-

ception to the rule as regarded personal appearance, went at

once to a sutler of the ]>ost at this place, bought a paper

collar, j)ut it on, and came over to the camji. The marked

contrast between the clean white band about his neck and

the other parts of his aj^parel was so ludicrous that he was

greeted on all sides with laughter and with shouts of the

then familiar salutation, "here, ring," "here, ring."

On the 24th we marched only as far as Loup Creek,

and about noon on the 25th reached C^amp Piatt, our old

quarters. The whole march occupied twelve days, and

covered aV)out four hundred miles.

About the 21st Captain West, of the o4th O. V. I., left

the column for the pur]>ose of finding a house in the hopes

of being able to procure something to eat. AMien he came

in sight of a little farm house, some distance from the

road, he met one of his own regiment coming away. He
inquired of the man if there was anything there that would

appease hunger? The man replied : "Nothing but some

buttermilk." The officer was very fond of that delicacy,

and went on his way. On arriving at the house the gallant

captain was met by the lady, who, at sight of him, threw

up her hands in holy horror, and, in a despairing tone of

voice, exclaimed : "Take anything I have in the world,

but save my honor." When the officer had somewhat re-

covered from the shock this gave him, he replied : "Hang
your honor, madame,—I want some buttermilk."

Report of Major T. M. Boyer, C. S. Artillery, Chief

of Ordinance, etc.

Dublin, July 26, 1863.

General:—In obedience to your orders of July 18th,

directing me to take command of the two companies at

this post, and such of the emj^loyes and citizens as could

be hastily collected together, and to proceed to Wythoville

for the purpose of meeting a raiding party of the tnemy
reported api)roaching that place, 1 have the honor to re-

port : The mail train was stopped, the passengers notified to

leaves the cars, and my command, numbering about 130

men and two pieces of artillery, placed upon them. Not-
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withstanding; the (It'hiy eonseqnent u|)<)!i getting citizens

hastily together, organizing, arming and e(|uipping them,
we were enabled to leave this place for Wytheville at 3 j).

m., one hour and a halt" from the time voiir order was first

])laeed ia my hand>^. The train was subject to further de-
lay, owing to the fact that we were running out of time,
and a freight was nj)on the track meeting us. The train

arrived at Wytheville depot (three fourths of a mile from
the town) at 5:10 p. m. My artillery was disembarked at

once, but as there was neither horses nor harness readv at

hand, it became necessary to procure them, which in the
great state of alarm and confusion in which everything in

the place was found, rendered a considerable delay unavoid-
able. As no reliable information could l)e obtained either

of the force or whereabouts of the enemy, Lieut. C, L. C.
Minor was ordered to procure horses enough to mount him-
self and half a dozen men, move as rapidly as possible in

the direction in which they were rejjorted to be approach-
ing, and furnish me with reliable information, if possible.

After about half an hour's delav in making arrangements
for organizing the citizens of Wytheville, and distributing

the small arms to them, which I had carried with me for

that purpose, (in which I was j^romptly and efiticientlv aided
by Lieut. Colonel ITmbarger, of the militia and Maj. Joseph
F. Kent, a resident of the ])lace.) I received information
from Lieutenant Elinor that the advance guard of the
enemy, numbering about forty men, was within one mile
of the town. I could then wait no longer for my artillery,

but put my small command in motion in the direction of
the town, and ordered C'aj)tain Oliver to follow me as rap-

idly as possible when he should have procured the means
for moving his guns. Before reaching the town I again
received information from mv scouts that the main Ixxlv of

the enemy, numbering about 1,000 men, was within half a
mile of the town, moving steadily and rapidly forward. I

])ressed on as rapidly as was practical)le with an undisci-

plined command, and succeeded in reaching the town just
as the enemy made their appearance in sight of Main street,

some 1,200 yards distant. Not being familiar with the

streets or topograj^hy of the town, I was forced to be
guided by circumstances, and first moved my command in

the direction in which the enemy were a))proaching, bu(,

after advancing a short distance in that direction, I found
it impossible to procure a positinn which would be tenable
for 5=0 small n force against so larixe a one. I therefore



98 THE WYTHEVILLE RAID.

ordered Lieutenants Bozang and Alexander to move their

company forward to check the advance, while the remainder

of the command could be brought back to Main street

where resistance might be more snccessfully made.

This order was obeyed promptly, and the officers and
men behaved most gallantly. Lieutenant Bozang's con-

duct on the occasion was conspicuously brave, and his ser-

vic'S most valuable. Although a deadly volley of buck
end ball was fired into the head of the advancing column
at a distance of not more than thirty yards, yet the im-

petuosity of the charge was so determined as to be irre-

sistible, and Bozang and his gallant little command were

forced from their position in a narrow street, and oom-

P'/Ued to surrender to overpowering numbers. By this

time the remainder of my force had been removed from
Tazewell street (the one by which the enemy were ap-

proaching) and posted in such of the houses on Main
street as could be entered, many of the doors being closed

and securely fastened. This position was held for about

three-quarters of an hour, when we were forced to aban-

don it by overpowering numbers of the enemy, deployed

as skirmishers on foot through the town. I ordered a re-

treat, and the town was left to the mercy of the foe. Had
I remained longer the result could not have been differ-

ent, excepting that all the brave men under my command
must certainly have been killed or captured. Owing to

the severity of the enemy's fire and the unorganised con-

dition of my command, they could not be withdrawn in

order, and were therefore directed by me to quit the town

as best they could, and to rally at the water tank, a point

on the railroad a mile below the depot, whither I had or-

(li'red tiie train to he removed for greater safety.

This tlicv did, but before that ])oiut could be reached,

the cotidiietor, for some reason which has never been ex-

j)lained to me, moved oft' with his train, thereby compell-

iuir the command to n)ake their way back to Dublin on

i(/()t. Al)();it twenty-five of the men who accompanied me
were captiind; Captain Oliver and two men were killed;

Litut. B'l/aug and three or four wounded; and I have been

informed that two of the citizens of Wytheville w'cre also

killed, and some fifty or sixty (;ai)tured. They, however,

with the orher prisoners, were subsecjuently released uj)on

riu'ir 'parole. Owing to the great advantage we secured in

fighting from houses and other shelter against mounted
men in the streets, we were enabled to inflict far greater
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loss upon the enemy than we snstained, notwithstanding
the disparity of numbers. The colonel commanding
(Toland) was killed, the second in command [Colonel
Powell] was wounded and afterwards left in our hands.
Captain Delaney was killed; Lieutenants Livingston, Guse-
.man and weie wounded and also left in our
hands. Nine others were left dead in the streets, and a
number, which I have not been able to ascertain, were left

wounded in and around the town. It was owing to these
losses, doubtless,—especially the loss of the two colonels
that after burning eight or ten houses and inflicting an in-
injury upon the railroad which was repaired in an
hour's time, they abandoned their undertaking, and
retreated at ten o'clock that night toward Taze-
well C. H., carrying ofll one of our six pounders, which
had not been brought into action, and which they aban-
doned before they had gone twenty miles. I am. General
very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,

T. M. BOWYER,
Maj. Com'dg Expedition.

To Major Genl. Saml. Jones, Commanding Department
of \yestern A^irginia.

Dublin, Va., July 18.

Mayor of Lynchburg, Ya.—Thirteen hundred of the
enein^^'s cavalry were reported this morning between Taze-
well C. H and Wytheville. They are on a large raid on
this road. I have sent all the troops T had on the road to
General Lee. If there are any available volunteer com

-

])anies in Lynchburg, please send them at once. By so
doing we may not only save this line of road but intercept
and capture the raiders. The citizens about here are turn-
ing out well. If any of your j):>oplc can ci>me here, Mr.
Thomas Dodamead will soon be sending a ti-ain. Thev
can come on that. If Captain, or Major, or Doctor If,

Grey Latham is about I^ynchburg, j)resent niv regards to

him, and ask if he has any men at his disposal, to brint*-

them on here at once. 8am Jones.

Report of Colonel John McCausland, Thirtv-Sixth

A'irginia Infantry, cf)mmanding Fourth Brigade.

Headquarters Fourth Britjade,
|

Mercor Court House, Va., July ;](), iSIJ.'j.
j

Sir:—In accordance with vour hotter of the 29th call-

ing for a report of the niovenients of r.iy troDps and the
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])art taken by them in connection with the recent raid on
Wytheville, I will submit the following brief report:

Having been forced from my position at Piney, near

Raleigh C. H., Va., by a"sn])erior force of the enemy under
(Jeneral A, P. Scammon, I retired to the top of Flat

Mountain, and, finding that the enemy did not follow me.
with his main body, and was endeavoring to pass in my
rear with a large cavalry force, I continued the retreat to

tliis place, where I learned that the enemy had passed

through Abb's Valley in Tazewell county. I at once sent

some cavalry to intercept them and some infantry to ob-

struct the roads. When they arrived in Tazewell the

enemy had gone in the direction of Wytheville. The
cavalry pursued them until they met with Colonel

(A. J.) May, of Brigadier General William's com-
mand, who presumed to give them orders, etc., so

that they accomplished but little, owing to the inter-

ference of those named above. On the morning
of the 19th I moved with a part of my infantry and
cavalry and artillery through Kock Gap, in the direction

of Wytheville. I halted the infantry and artillery at the

Gap, and went on with the cavalry, but on reaching Bland
0. H., I found that the enemy had retired, and had gone
back toward Tazewell county, coming at no time in my
direction, or passing the mountains at any of the crossings

guarded by my forces. They passed beyond me, and as

soon as I found I could not come up with them, I stopped

at Rock Gap and remained there. On the morning of the

lyth I also sent a sufficient garrison to the narrows. I am
sure that some one is to blame for the escape of the enemy.
I am also of the opinion that the cavalry force that was in

Tazewell, under General Williams and Colonel May, was
sufficient to have captured the enemy if it had been prop-

erly managed. Your attention is called to the report of

Ca|)taiu Bowen, of the Eighth Virginia cavalry, herewith

submitted, from which it appears that if the Gap at Crab-

treL'shad been occupied by Col. May, or had he permitted

Cajjlain Bowen to have occupied it (which he would have
done) the enemy would have been driven upon me at

Rock Gap. and they could not have escaped. Again, if

General \\'i!liams had moved with the celerity that the

occasion required, and attacked the enemy in force, instead

ol skirmishing with his rear, he would have de-

feated them, and taken or scattered the njost of

them. T never could come up with them with
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my infantry, and those coniniandino; the cavalry failed

because they did not charge the enemy with their wlioh'
force when they did overtake them, t have the lionor to

remain, yonr obedient servant,

JoHX McCauslam), Col. etc.

Maj. C. S. Stuixgfeleow, A. A. G.,

To Major Gene. Sam Jones, Dublin, Va.



CHAPTER IX.

COLONEL POWELL IN PRISON.

In connection Avith the Wytbcville raid I will here

relate some of the ])rison experience of Colonel Powell,

which he has furnished me at my request. It was well

known in the regiment that the confederate authorities

had placed Colonel Powell in a dungeon for some imagi-

nary wrong which he was accused of committing. I read

an article in the Richmond Dispatch, in July, 18G3, which

contained the most virulent abuse of that officer. In Jan-

uary, Colonel Powell had, under orders, burned the Aus-

tin Handley house and the James A. Feamster barn, near

Lewisburg. This was the principal cause of the abuse.

Colonel Powell says:

"I find in my Prison Dungeon Diary, the following record:

Saturday, August 29th, 1863. I wrote a letter this morn-
ing by permission of the rebel department at Richmond,

Va., to the rebel general, Sam Jones, Dublin, Virginia, in

reference to the charges made against my conduct as an

officer, and asked him to arrange for an early examination

of my case, and advised him of my condition of health,

and of my close confinement in a dungeon, subsisting on

bread and water. Also, under date of September 9, 1863,

the following record : Lieutenant and Adjutant Latouch,

of Libby prison, visited me and placed in njy hands to

read an answer to my letter of August 29th, as follows:

General Sam Jones states that Colonel W. H. Powell, 2nd

Regiment West Virginia Cavalry, had not been placed in

close confinement by his order, and that there had been no

charges preferred against CoUmel Powell that he knew of,
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aud that he shoukl be released from close confinement and

returned to the officers' general prison. "At ten o'clock,

September 0th," adds General Powell, "I was taken from

the dungeon to Colonel Straight's room in Libbv prison,

where I remained in company with mV fellow officers until

January '29th, 18G4, at which time I was paroled for thirty

days, to go to Washington to effect the exchange of Rich-

ard H. Lee."

This concludes the statement furnished me by General

Powell. In the records of the War Department I find the

following

:

Headquarters Department of Western Virginia, \
Dublin, July 23, 1S63. j

Hon. James A. Seddon, Secretary of War.

Sir:—Colonel W. H. Powell, who was wounded and

taken prisoner at Wytheville on the 18th inst., is be-

lieved to be the same officer who, on the evening of the

10th of January last, caused tiie houses and barns of Mr.

Austin Handley and Mr. James A. Feamster, near Lewis-

burg, Greenbriar county, to be burned, under circumstan-

ces set forth in the accompanying affidavits. I entered

into a correspondence with Brigadier General Scammon,
U. S. army, commanding in my front, on the subject. He
disclaimed any knowledge of the outrage, and condemned
it in the strongest terms, aud assured me that it should be

investigated. It seems, however, that Lieut. Colonel

Powell was retained in the service, and I have been in-

formed that he has since been promoted. Colonel Powell

is not so severely wounded as was supposed, and I bring

his case to your notice, and forward the accompanying
affidavits, and ask that he be not exciianged until it is as-

certained from the government of the United States if he

burned the property I have mentioned under orders from

superior authority. His conduct as I understand it, was in

violation alike of the laws of this state and the rules and

usages of civilized warfare. If his government avows tl e

act, and declares that he acted under orders, or if he can

show that it was done under the pressure of military ne-

cessity, he may be excused. Otherwise, I submit that he

should be held to answer for his crime. He is a bold,

daring man, arid one of the most dangerous officers we have

had to contend with in the northwest of this state, aud I
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am particularly anxious that he shonkl not be allowed to

return to the Kanawha Valley if it can l)e avoided.

Sam Jones, Major General.

P. S.—The prisoners captured at Wytheville declare,

as I am informed, that this Lieut. Colonel Powell had
given orders to burn Wytheville, and he himself admitted
to an officer that he hnd given the same order in regard to

Lewisburg.

Following the Wytheville raid, the regiment was not

actively engaged in campaigning lor some time. About

the middle of August Brigadier General Alfred N, Duffie

was assigned to the command of the cavalry in the Ka-

nawha Valley. General Duffie was a Frenchman, had

been engaged in wars in Europe, and was one of the best

drill masters we had during the war. As soon as he was

fully installed in his new command, he detailed Company
H as a body guard. The com])any reported at once at

Charleston, and took up quarters in the Clarkson House.

Some time after this the general and his staff occupied this

house as headquarters, and the body guard built comfort-

able quarters near by. The brigade was also moved to

Charleston, and comfortable (piarters were built for all.

General Duffie at once began drilling the cavalry and

fitting them for active service. A large number of blank

cartridges were used in skirmish drill, and the regiment

was instructed thoroughly in this and all movements per-

taining to cavalry in action. How well this efficient school

of preparation served the command will be seen when

some of the engagements in which they subsequently par-

ticipated shall be described. Especial care Avas taken to

put the 2d West Virginia Cavalry in good condition for

more active service than they had yer experienced. Fre-

quent scouts were made through adjoining counties, some

of them occupying several days. The body guard was not

allowed to remain idle, but did its share of scouting, pick-

eting, etc. On one occasion they were sent on a little

forced march of about three-ipiarters of a day, all c(|uipped

for light marching. Their object being accomplished,

the company arrived in camp late in the even-
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ing, drenched to the skin, havino- been eanglit

in a shower of rain. To overcome any ill af-

fects that might follow the drenching, the general who

was ever mindful of the comfort of his boys, ordered a

large ration of commissary whiskey to be issued to them.

In order that the commodity might be more easily and

equitably distributed, the company was formed in line at

the head of the company street, each man with tin cup in

hand, ready to take his ration from the bucket as Serjeant

Kramer passed down the line. It was nearly dark, and

the S2rgeant being in a hurry, did not notice that the

line did not diminish, for as soon as the men at the head

of the line were served, they immediately fell in at the

foot, in order to get another ration. The general came out

to the company quarters several times during the evening

and was forced to go back smiling; and though he was

greeted in a very warm and familiar manner, he seemed to

take peculiar pleasure in being introduced to one

of the privates represnting General Grant. Although

more than twenty-seven years have passed, and many
changes have occurred with the jiassing of time, I am yet

forced to smile at the recollection of that evening in camp
on the banks of the Kanawha.

General Duflie and his staiF took their meals at the

house of Mr. Jeffries, a very dignified gentleman of French

decent. The sympathies of ]>xr. Jeffries and his family

were ^vith the South, yet they at all times treated the

officers and soldiers of the union with that respect and con-

sideration so characteristic of refined people. Whenever it

was necessary, as it frequently was, to have a guard placed

at the house, one of the young ladies usually brought him

some delicacy, in the shape of fruit or confections.

The fall of ISfJ^j was the most pleasant time we ex-

perienced during the war. The soldiers seemed deter-

mined to get all the enjoyment that was possible out of

this kind of life, and to that end they ^vere constantly on

the lookout for fun. The little scouting expeditions that

were sent out afforded diversion to the troopers, and often
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furnished incidents bordering on the romantic or tragic.

I will relate a case in point to illustrate the latter.

Once, a scouting party of twenty men of Company H
had been sent up Elk river some twelve or fifteen miles.

In the party was a young man who had enlisted from

Kanawha county as a recruit. He was an easy, steady- go-

ing, all-around good young fellow, and did not impress

one as having any distinguishing characteristics, other

than that he appeared to have been born lazy. He was a

confirmed book worm, and was engaged in reading most of

the time when it was possible for him to do so. When
engaged in this favorite pastime, he usually reclined in a

position of such perfect abandon that he looked the em-
bodiment of laziness. Phvsicallv, he was a mag-nificent

specimen of the camp soldier. While we were returning

from this little expedition, our lazy man, as was his cus-

tom, kept in the rear, with one leg thrown carelessly over

his saddle, deeply absorbed in reading a novel, oblivious

to his surroundings. One of the men conceived the idea

of giving him a scare, such as might afford rich amuse-
ment for all. The plan proposed by the fun-maker was
that he should dismount, let the command proceed on the

road with liis horse, Mhile he would go a little ways
up the hill-side, conceal himself behind a tree, and bush-

whack the straggler, while we should enjoy seeing the

trooper gallop up to the command in a demoralized condi-

tion. The first part of the program was carried out to the

letter. But the funny part didn't work. As soon as the

shot was fired, and the bullet went whistling over the

rider's head, he quickly stopped his horse, looked in the

direction from which the shot came, and seeing the smoke
near the tree, he called out in a loud voice, "Oh, you are

there, ara you, bush-whacker? I'll soon bring you out of

that." He seized his pistol, and was soon at the tree.

The pretended bush-whacker laughed, but the other was
so enraged that he came near shooting his comrade. It is

needless to add that when the dismounted man came up
with the column he did not look more demoialized than
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he had proposed tlie literary young man shoidd had his

plan worked more to his liking.

On another oceasion while on a scout on Guyan

river, in April, the command halted for din-

ner; the advance, consisting of twelve men,

went on about half a mile as a picket, with

orders to feed and get dinner. It was a beautiful day, and

as they came to a farm house, the noise of poultry sug-

gested the idea of having eggs for dinner. One of the

party was sent into the house to see what amicable arrange-

ment could be made to that end. After the mother and

her two daughters were satisfied that their lives were to be

spared, it was arranged for a dinner to be cooked by them

we to furnish tlie coffee, bread and pork, they to furnish

three dozen eggs. For their trouble we were to give them

some Ijincoln coffee. We had a royal dinner and a grand,

good time, for just after dinner two more Guyan girls

came to the house, and as the command did not march un-

til late in the afternoon, we became very well acquainted.

One of our number, who evinced a strong disposition to

remain in that country or to return after the war, got in-

formation from one of the girls that there was to be a wed-

ding there that night, and in accordance with the custom,

a dance.

Soon the main column came in sight, and we again

took the advance. Two or three miles from the house we

met a young lady, and a Confederate soldier with a violin.

We took the Johnny in cliarge, gave the violin to the lady,

and sent our regards to the dancers, with regrets that the

usages of war compelled us to deprive them of their mu-

sician.

On October 21st a scout was organized for the ])ur-

pose of marching in the direction of Boone C. H. The

force consisted of a part of the 2nd West Virginia Cavalry

and the 34th O. V. I., mounted, in all about 300 men.

The expedition left Charleston at 7^3. m,, the Second West

Virginia marching to Camp Piatt, where they arrived at

10 p. m. Here the command crossed the fi'rry and left
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Brown.stown at 2 a. m. on the 22ik1. The force was divided

into three columns, all takinf^ ditlerent roads for Boone C.

H., where it was reported a rebel force was camped.

The expedition, under command of General Duflfie,

was well handled, and the three columns all reached Boone

C. H. some time before daylight, nearly together. The
columns swooped down on the rebel camp and made a

'Svatcr haul," capturing two or three stragglers and one

man who was supposed to be a deserter. The information

upon which this movement was made had no foundation in

fact, as at no recent time had there been over fifteen or

twenty rebels at Boone C H., nor more than one hundred

and fifty in the county. On the 22nd at 5 p. m. the com-

mand reached Camp Piatt and rested for the night.

Reached camp on the 23rd. The distance traveled was

eighty miles; prisoners captured, 4; horses captured, 3.



CHAPTER XIX.

THIRD EXPEDITION TO EEWISKURti.

The next move was an ex])edition to L?wisburg. The
force consisted of the olth O. V. L, mounted, the 2ud West
Virginia Cavaly/and one section of Simmond's Battery,uum-
l)ering 970 in all, officers and men. On the 3rd of Xovember
the command marched thirty miles and camped for the night.

On the 4th it marched to Gaaley, and crossed the river by

means of a small ferry boat, and went forward on the Lew-
isbnrgpike. The march was much delayed by blockades

in the road. This was unexpected, and the obstacles pre-

sented themselves for a distance of eight miles, so that in

some places a new road had to be dug around them. The
force went into camp for the night at the Hamilton farm,

eight miles from Gauley. On the 5th it marched to Tyree's

a distance of twenty-two miles, being again delayed by

blockades. At this place the command was joined by Col.

White, with detachments of infantry. On the 6th the

whole command marched to Meadow Bluff, about eifrhteen

miles from Lewisburg. The enemy's ])ickets were en-

countered on Little Sewell mountain, and our advance suc-

ceeded in capturing two of them. On the morning of the

7th the force started for Lewisbui-g, the object being to in-

tercept the rebel forces that had fought General Averill

at Droop mountain. On the 7th of Xovember, at 9 a. m.

the cavalry occupied Lewisburg, and learned that General

Averill had badly defeated the enemy at Droop mountain,

and that they had passed through in the direction of union.

We gave pursuit, but they could not be brought to bay,

although the 2nd West Virginia captured 110 head of cat-

tle, 2 caissons and a few prisoners.
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At Lewisburg we captured the rebel camp.s anp a con-

siderable quantity of stores, which we destroyed; also the

knapsacks of the 22nd Virjrinia infantry and the regimen-

tal tents.

On the return march the command found five inches

of snow on Sewell mountain, which made it very difficult

to move artillery and trains. However, at 10 a. m. on

the 13th the command reached Charleston, having been

absent eleven days and marched 250 miles.

The result of this expedition, summed up, is as fol-

lows:—Prisoners captured, 34; horses captured, 50; cattle

captured, 110; small arms, 102. The above were brought

away. Besides this 350 small arms, a large quantity of

ammunition, tents for a regiment, knapsacks for a regi-

ment, with the clothing in them, 2 artillery caissons, 10

wagons, and some quartermaster's stores were destroyed.

General Dnffie has stated in his rejjort that if General

Averell had not whipped the enemy so hard at Droop

mountain, he would have gotten in their rear, and the

whole force could have been captured.

About the 20th of November the enlistment of the

regiment began. The inducement offered by the govern-

ment was $400 bounty and a furlough for thirty days.

Under this arrangement the following number of men in

the regiment re-enlisted for three years or during the war,

the latter applying if the war should end before three

years:

—

Company A, 43 men; Company B, 2<S men; Company

C, 3S men; Company 1), 49 men; Company E, 23 men,

C()m})any F, 51 men; Com])any G. 35 men; Comjiany H,

42 men; Company L, 23 men; Company K. 32 men; mak-

ing a total of 3(34 men, exclusiye of those whose death oc-

curred between the 20th day of November, 18G3, and the

date of first muster out, November 28, 18G4. Probably

400 officers and men re-enlisted at this time.

On November 24th, 1863, the first installment of fur-

loughed men left Charleston for Gallipolis, Ohio, on the

steamer Victress. AVhat a hai)]>y crowd that was. The



THIRD EXPEDITION TO EEWISliURG. Ill

boat landed in Gallipolis at about 5 p. m. the same day.

Thousands of people gathered on the river front, being at-

tracted theie by the cheers of the men Avhen they caught

sight of God's country, as they called Ohio.

It would be impoosible to describe the pleasures of

these veterans during their visit to home and family, and I

shall not attempt it.

By the 24th and 2.)tli days of December all bad re-

turned to once more take up soldier life, with its sorrows

and its joys, the softening influences of the home associa-

tions making them more willing to bear whatever hard-

ships might befall them.

About the 12th of December another expedition was

sent to Lewisburg in which the regiment bore a conspicu-

ous part. The raid was under command of General Scam-
mon, and was principally for the purpose of co-operating

with General Averell, who was making a raid on the Vir-

ginia and Tennessee railroad. General Kelley, in his re-

port, says that General Scammon moved too slow to accom-

plish anything other than to draw some forces from inter-

fering with the plans of General Averell. In due course

of time the command returned to camp without loss.

During all the winter and spring, detachments of the

regiment were scouting and engaged in skirmishes with

bush-whackers or small j)arties of the enemy.

About the 4th of February, 1864, we learned that

Golonel Powell had been released from Libby prison, and

would probably return to the command of the regiment in

the early s])ring. The conditions and ])articulars of his

release were as follows :

On the 29th day of January, 1864, Colonel William

11. Powell was released from Libby prison on executing

this ]>arole :

Richmond, Va., January 29, 1864.

r, ^VilHam II. Powell, Colonel of the 2nd Virginia
Cavalry, U. S. A. Volunteers, in consideration of being
released from imprisonment, do hereby irive my parole as a

soldier, and pledge my honor as a gentleman, to effect the
release of Colonel liicliard II. Lee, C. S. A., now luld as a



112 THIRD EXPEDITION TO LEWISL5URG.

prisoner of war by the U. S. Government, and his delivery

to the Confederate States authorities at City Point, Vir-
ginia within thirty days from this date; or to return to

City Point, Virginia, and deliver myself a prisoner of war,
to the confederate states authorities, within said period of
thirty days. And further, that I will not give any aid to

the U. S. government or its authorities, or any informa-
tion to any person whatever, prejudicial or injurious to the
confederate states.

Witness, (Signed) Wm. H. P.owell,
W. H. Hatch, Colonel 2nd West Virginia Cavalry,

Capt. and A. A. G., C. S. A. U. S. A. Volunteers.

After this formidable document had been signed and

witnessed, the colonel was delivered to our forces at or near

City Point, Virginia. From there he proceeded to Wash-
ington and procured the release of Colonel Richard H.
Lee, C. S. A., in accordance with the terms of the parole,

and was a free man, so far as the rebel authorities were

concerned. He was then granted a leave of absence by the

Secretary of War, and visited his home in Ironton, Ohio.

He so far recovered from the effects of the wound received

at Wytheville eight months before, that he was able to re-

turn to the regiment, and took command at Charleston on

the 20th of March, 18(3.4. When Colonel Powell returned

to the regiment he was given a magnificent reception.

Ivieutenant Colonel David Dove, who had been in com-
mand, delivered an address of welcome on behalf of the

rank and file, which was feelingly responded to by the

colonel. Cheers greeted his remarks, and the reception

given him on this occasion, certainly justified the colonel

in expecting such confidence and co-operation on the ])art

of the oflliecrs and men, as would render the ('(jminaiid

effective.
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CHAPTER XI.

GENERAL AVERELL ARRIVES IN CHARLESTON AND AS-

SUMES COMMAND.

Soon after this preparations were begun for some im-

portant movement. General George Crook had been assigned

to the command of the Kanawha Division, and all was now
activity. Horses wore supplied for the dismounted men

;

arms, ammunition and clothing were issued. About the

last of April General Averell arrived in Charleston with

about two regiments of cavalry, and assumed command of

all the cavalry intended for the expedition, which was now
understood to be against the A^irginia and Tennessee rail-

road. Some additional infantry regiments also arrived,

among them the 36th O. V. I. General Crook pleaded

for the return of his old regiment, and it was sent him bv
order of General Grant.

On April 30th, 1864, the expedition left Charleston,

the infantry and artillery in the direction of Fayetteville,

and the cavalry in the direction of I^ogan C. H. The
cavalry numbered 2,079 officers and men. The command
took only four days rations and one days forage after leav-

ing Logan C. H., owing to the condition ot the wagons

and teams. The latter were sent back from Logan C. H.
on the 5th. The division then found its way over moun-
tains and streams to Abl>s Valley, where we had been

almost a year before. On the 7th a rebel picket was cap-

tured in much the same way as we had captured J. C.

Stolling's rebel company on our first trip. A small force

of rebel cavalry met us in the valley. They made a show
of trying to stop us, but we j>ursui'd our way until the Stli
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wlien the advance had an engagement about fifteen miles

from Tazewell C. H., in which the enemy suffered a loss of

four killed and five wounded.

The original intention was for the expedition to strike

the railroad at Saltville, and then proceed toward Dublin,

Va. Near Jeffersonville it was learned that Saltville was

defended by a large force of infantry and artillery. Cap-

tured mail and information received from deserters showed

that the enemy were fully informed as to our strength and

intentions. Here General Averell decided to march to

Wytheville, in order to prevent the enemy from concen-

trating against General Crook. On the way a train of

wagons was captured. Near noon on the 10th the enemy

was met in force at Cove Gap, or Grassy Lick, From all

sources of information, including Confederate newspapers,

it is estimated that their force was about 4,000, under com-

mand of General J. H. Morgan. On the 2d day of May,

1864, the following oixler had been issued:

Richmond, Va., May 2, 1864.

S]>ecial Order,

No. 102.

Brigadier General John H. Morgan, with his brigade,

is relieved from duty in the department of p]ast Tennessee,

and will re|)ort to General J. C. lireckenridge, command-
ing dej)artaient of Southern Virginia. By command of

Secretary of War. John Withers, A. A. G.

To show that the enemy was fully informed as to our

intentions, the following is inserted:

May 3, 1864, 11 a. m.

Major (General Brecken ridge, Dublin: My two best

scouts are just in directly from Averell's camp on
Kanawha. They lelt there last Wednesday. Averell is

(•• rtaiidy there. There were eight mounted regiments and
eleven ixii,iinents of infantry, and others expected from
I arkcrs'.urir. Tliis force is called, on the Kanawha river,

the right wing of (Jrant's army. Their intention, as ex-

])i'ess((l there, i,s to strik(; the Salt AVorks and New river

iiridge. There is no mistake about this information.

41iev wvvv expected to move very soon.

John Echols,
Brig. Genl.
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The enemy in force were found to have taken possess-

ion of the gap, which was a strong natural ])Osition, and

defended by artillery. It was at first intended to carry,

that gap by a charging column, and for this purpose the

2nd West Virginia cavalry was ordered forward, and stood

near the gap with drawn sabers, awaiting the order

to charge. While thus waiting, a member of Com-
])any H (which was General Duflie's body guard)

dismounted and crept uj) into the timber, and

plainly saw the rebel position, and heavy reinforce-

ments being hurried forward. This information

was at once communicated to General Duffie, who went

with the informant and viewed the strong position of the

enemy. The charge was abandoned, which from the first

had been regarded by Colonel Powell as suicidal. We
afterwards learned that the rebels were eagerlv watchinar

our movements, and, seeing the regiment with drawn sa-

bers, had placed a battery in the road, shotted with grape

and canister, and masked by brush in front of it, while a

force of infantry was on either side of the Gap. Our com-

mand fell back a short distance and formed in line of bat-

tle, the Second West A'irginia Cavalry occupying the left

of the line. This drew the Confederates out of the Gap,

and the fight commenced. The rebel right overlapped the

Union left, and the enemy could be plainly seen and heard

moving down the mountain side. But our position or

alignment was not seriously disturbed. The battle raged

for four hours, and was stubbornly contested by our little

command. General Averell was slightly wounded early in

the engagement by a ball cutting tlie skin across his fore-

head, causing some inconvenience from the freedom with

which it bled. While under a heavy fire, Colonel Powell

divided the regiment into platoons, and when it became nec-

essary to fall back, the voice of the commander would ring

out above the battle's noise, "Platoons, right about, mar-h,"

and the order would be executi^d with the same precision

as if on parade; then the same order would again face the

regiment toward the enemv. The left na-^the kev to the
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position, and the bold stand taken there added to the dis-

comfiture of the enemy, aud prevented him from break-

ing the union lines, notwithstanding his superior numbers.

This was one of the best conducted engagements we

ever witnessed. During the four hours it lasted, theie was

but one break in our line, and that was made by the 14th

Pa. Cavalry. The 34th O. V. I. was thrown into the

breach, tlie 14th Pa. was reformed and resumed their

places. Darkness put an end to the conflict, the enemy

retiring to their position at the Gap. General Averell

moved his command across the mountain to Crab Orchard,

on the right flank of the enemy. This so fatigued men
and horses that it was necessary to rest for half a day. By
this engagement at Cove Gap, of Grassy Lick, with the

forces of Gen. John H. Morgan aud Gen. Wm. E. Jones

on May 10, 1864, the concentration of the enemy's force

against General Crook was prevented. Our loss was 114

killed and wounded, that of the enemy not known.

From Crab Orchard the command moved to Dublin,

intending to join General Crook. When New river was

reached, it was rising rapidly, and would soon be un-

fordable, from recent heavy rains. The stream at this

point was about one-third of a mile wide, with

a small island near the center. The current was rapid,

and as it ran over a rocky bed, crossing was extremely

perilous. I do not recollect having witnessed a more

thrilling seene than when I reached the bank, and saw

rnen and liorses struggling in the surging water. Many of

the horses had fallen, and being carried into deep water,

were drowned, while the riders engaged in a desperate

fight for life, battling with the beating waves, until res-

cued by some bold rider who took them by the hand and

helped them to land and life, Several men were drowned.

One I saw carried beloA^ the ford into deep water, divested

himself of all his arms and attempted to swim ashore.

]3ut he could not, and drowned before our eyes, with no

hand able to save or even render him help.

After crossing, the command moved to Christianburg,
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distant two or three miles from the ford. From lii-re the

2nd West Virginia was sent back to the ford, and wit-

nessed the forces of Morgan and Jones baffled and unable

to stem the torrent, which had now risen so as to be im-

passable.

At Christianburg General Averell communicated with

General Crook at Blacksburg, and was directed to destroy

the railroad east of the town. This was done for a dis-

tance of four miles in that direction.

Our ammunition being exhausted or rendered useless

by the incessant rains, the general commanding dscided to

start on the return march, which was in the direction of

Blacksburg.

The Confederate General, John McCausland, in his

official report under date of May 15th, says that he tried

to intercept General Averell at Blacksburg, but, on reach-

ing that point, found that he (Averell) had passed on. He

also says that French and Jackson (Mudwall Jackson) oc-

cupied a position at Gap Mountain, intercepting our com-

mand, and scattering us in all directions, etc. The truth

of this matter is when our column came in sight of

this position in Gap Mountain, they were fired upon by the

rebel artillery. General Averell threw out two companies

as skirmishers, who engaged the enemy in the Gap, while

our command was crossing the mountain below the rebel

position. General McCausland also says : "I reached Gap

Mountain with a small cavalry force about the close of the

fight, just in time to see Averell pass into the woods."

The command joined Crook at Union on May loth,

Sunday,after marching along narrow and unfrequented paths

and roads and crossing swollen streams. Our rations and

forage had been exhausted, and the country was so poor

that only an inadequate supply could be had. Our ch)lh-

ing was soaked with rain and our feet so badly swollen that

our boots had to be cut open to get them off. One hun-

dred and eighty-eight men of the 2nd West Virginia alone

w'ere barefooted. About thirty miles of the journey was
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made by file on foot, leading the horses. The Avhole dis-

tance marched was about 350 miles.

From Union we proceeded leisurely to Bunger's

Mills, near Lewisburg, arriving there on the 18th, and went

into camp. In this splendid blue grass country the horses

speedily recovered strength.

As a whole the expedition was successful; as it accom-

plished the destruction of the New River bridge. But

such raids on our part, owing to the longdistance we were

compelled to travel, certainly cost us moie than the harm

done the enemy. New River bridge was soon rebuilt,

probably before our command started on its next raid.

While in camp at Bunger's Mills, the following con-

gratulatory orders were read to the command:

Dep't West Virginia, May 23, 1864.

General Orders
No. 5.

The Brigadier-General commanding Cavalry Division

desires to express his sincere thanks to the officers and
men of this division tor the imcomplaining fortitude with
which they have endure d the terrible vicissitudes incident

to the recent march, and for the unwavering courage with
which they attacked and held a superior force of the enemy
near Wythevill? on the 10th instant,thereby enabling anoth-

er column to accomplish its purpose without the opposition

of overwhelming numbers. Your country will remember
your heroism with gratitude and the noble sacrifices and
sufferings of our fallen comrades will be forever cherished

in our memories. The 14th Pa. and 1st West Virginia
Cavalry first received the shock of battle, while the Second
and Third West Virginia Cavalrvand Thirty Fourth Ohio
Mounted Infantry, established a line which the enemy had
reason to respect and remember. Great credit is due to

the brigade commanders. Brigadier General Duffie and
Colonel Schoonmakcr, for the energy and skill they dis-

played, while the conduct of all was admirable, and worthy
the praise of the Ijrigadici general commanding. He de-

sires, without making an invidious distinction to express

his high appreciation for the skillful and steady movements
of the Second West Virginia Cavalry under Colonel Powell
upon the field. It was a dress parade which continued

without disorder under a heavv fire dnr'n^ four hours.
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The jHirposesof the enemy were foiled by the enonoement;
the railroad was reaelied and destroyed; New I'iver erossed,
and the baffled eolumns of the enemy arrived in time to
witness the destruction, which all the energies of their
superior force, even with artillery, had failed to prevent.
The division commander also wishes to thank those
officers and men of the division who have treated
the inhabitants of the country with that cour-
tesy, dignity and magnanimity "

which is insepar-
able from true courageand greatness; such conduct can
not fail to awaken in the hearts of the deluded people, a
respect and love for the government we are determineil to
restore and maintain. While we bring death and de-
struction to rebels in arms, let our bearing toward the
people and j)eaceful citizens become soldiers of the United
States. Those few unworthy persons who have disgraced
themselves and us by acts of lawless pillage, should re-
ceive the scorn and contempt of every honorable soldier
in this command, and every efltort should be made to bring
them to the punishment thev deserve.

By order of Brigadier General Averell.
Will Rumsey, A. A. G.

Headquarters Third Cavalrv Brigade,)
Camp at Bunger's Mills, W. Va., }

May 20, 18G4. j
General Orders, No. 18.

It is with sentiments of profound satisfaction that I
give to the officers and men of this brigade my heartv
thanks for their gallant and faithful behavior on the
battle-field near Wytheville. Their conduct has been ad-
mired, not only by me, but by the general commanding
the expedition, and by the troops called to co-operate with
us in our hardships.

Officers and soldiers of the Third Brigade, you have not
deceived my expectations. My hopes and desires as to
your conduct have been fully realized; and for this I thank
you all. My thanks to the Second Virginia Cavalry, who,
under the leadership of their gallant colonel, while re-
treating under a galling fire from the enemy, preserved
their ranks unbroken as on parade, and by their vigorous
return of the enemy's fire, saved the left of the division.

:k ^ ^? T^ , 1 .1

*
* * But while you receive my congratulations, do

not forget that there is yet much for us to do. Do not be
blind to the fact that our duty is yet only partly performed.
We have much yet to suffer; many labors to undergo. The
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whole army of our conntry is actively engaged to destroy

an active and determined foe. Let us see that our part is

performed without disgrace, and without murmur. In a

word, do as you have already done. Let every man be at

his post, and discharge his duty as a patriot and a soldier.

A. N. DUFFIE,
General Com'dg Cavalry.

During the war, in the active life of the cavalryman,

many, very many "narrow escapes" might be related of

the men of the regiment. The following "narrow escape"

of one Mark Kiag of Company G so combines the amus-

ing, the romantic and the tragic, that we gladly give it

space in these pages.

In the early fall of 18')2 Companies A and G were in

camp near Raleigh C. H., West Virginia. The paymaster

had just made the troops one of his welcome visits, and

their hearts were so gladdened that King proposed to some

half dozen of his comrades that they go out into the coun-

try and have some fun. What the latter was to be did not

seem clear to them at the time, but the idea of a free stroll

away from the restrictions of camp was in itself suggestive

of personal enjoyment. The little party saddled their

horses and were soon away from the restraints of the camp.

After riding for some time with no apparent object in view,

a halt was called for the purpose of ascertaining the time

of day. Nearly every soldier carried some kind of a

watch, and after comparing theirs, and finding such a rad-

ical difference in them, they looked at the sun and con-

cluded it was near eleven o'clock. The brisk ride had

sharjjened their appetites, and the idea of a country dinner

now suggested itself, which suggestion was at once acted

upon. The party again started, and soon came to atypical

Virginia farm house. On the front porch sat an elderly

lady and three younger ones, who proved to be mother and

daughters.

The little party of ladies were very much frightened

at the presence of the ''Yankees." One of the men dis-

mounted, went forward to the house, and, when the "folks"

learned that the men wanted dinner and were willing to
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pay for it, they became reassured aud invited the boys to

''come in." Chairs were placed on the porch, and while the

girls disappeared to prepare dinner the old lady acted the part

of hostess and entertained her visitors. She asked innumer-

able questions, such as where they lived, whose command
they belonged to, and if they wrote letters often to their

mothers? The lady said that she had two boys in the con-

federate army, and once when they had been at home they

talked just like you "alls". One of the young ladies an-

nounced dinner, and the party was conducted through the

house to where the table was spread. On the way the hostess

delighted the visitors by remarking that, "when her boys

had been at home, they amused them by telling of the

many plans the soldiers would devise to obtain whiskey.

"Boys," said she, "here is some that we had on hand

before the war, and I am going to treat you "uns." With

that, she produced a well-filled bottle and glass, and the

boys took a drink. After a hearty dinner had been eaten

they again repaired to the front of the house. Soon the

conversation—on the part of the boys at least—became

quite animated. B then proposed to have another

drink, and producing some money, offered to pay for it.

The lady said that she could not spare any more of the

liquor, as she would need it to make "camphor." After a

little solicitation on the part of the boys, backed by the

sight of the money ofterd her, the lady produced the

bottle, and the men drank to the health of the young

ladles. By this time. King, who was the leader of the

party, observing that his companions were getting under

the influence of the "mountain dew," concluded to draw

off his force at once. Biddle Y—s suddenly jumped to his

feet, and proposed drinking to the health of their friends

in Lawrence county, Ohio.

King quietly told the lady to give them the drink

asked for, and he would induce the party to leave. The

bottle being nearly empty the old lady disappeared, and

soon returned with a fresh supply of the liquor. This

action on the part of the old lady, was closely observed
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by King, unci thereby hangs the seqnel to the story.

Drink number three was taken as proposed, and after the

boys had shaken hands with the girls, they mounted their

horses, and waving a parting sahite, galloped off

down the road. Under the exhilarating influences of the

liquor the party rode rapidly toward camp, and when near

it, they raised a "wild yell," charged through the camp,

Over everything that came in their way, playing havoc with

the out-door kitchens. This grand entry into camp
caused no little excitement, and under the directions of the

officers, the revellers were soon in custody. Exceptions

however, should be made to King who quietly sought his

quarters, and was not included in those who were arrested.

The officer in command ordered the disturbers taken to his

quarters, and he at once questioned them as to where they

had found the liquor. "Found a cave full," shouted Bid-

die Y . "Found a mountain distillery," yelled Al.

H . At this the officers exchanged significant glances,

which meant well for the boys, if they would tell where

the whisky had been' obtained. Soon after this Mike M
came to the tent wdiere King was, and remarked that the

officers were getting the company team ready to go after

the liquor and bring it into camp, presumably for the use

of the hospital. Said Mike M , "if I only knew where

it was, I would go and get it before they could get there

with the team. King then came to the rescue telling those

present that he had been with the party who found the

liquor and that he knew where it was. A plan was quick-

ly devised to circumvent the officers and procure the

liquor. Between the camp and Raleigh a small creek

crossed the road where the command usually watered their

horses. Under pretence of going to water, King and three

companions saddled their horses and rode toward the creek.

Just outside of camp they found another one of the plot-

ting party, who gave the riders a dozen canteens. The
latter then by a circuitous route, stru(;k the pike above

the camp, and being wcllmounted and the spirit of adven-

ture, U])permostin their minds, they soon left the camp far
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behind. The sun was sinking behind the western hills

when the little party galloped up to the house where they

had been entertained at noon. Their minds were so intent

on the object of their trip that they scarcely noticed that

three men were sitting on the porch, and who at once dis-

appeared. The ladies were badly frightened at the re-ap-

pearance of the troopers. King leaped irom his horse,

approached the little party of females, and said : "Madame,

I am afraid your kindness to the boys to-day has brought

trouble on you, for," said he, "those boys who were here

got drunk on your liquor, and when they arrived in canip

they shot and killed one of their comrades, and now the

officers are on their way out here, and, if they find any

liquor on these premises, they will burn your house and

carry you and your daughters to Camp Chase as prisoners."

This announcement created the wildest excitement in the

household, and the girls commenced screaming : "Mother,

throw it out! throw it out!" "No! no! said King, that

wont do, give it to us and we will carry it away before

they get here." "Come this way," said the old lady, and

leading the way the party followed through the house and

into a small corn field, where under a iirojecting rock a

cave had been built. One ol the girls opened the door,

and entering, handed out to our delighted "plotters" a

demi-john containing about three gallons of "mountain

dew." With this—to them—prize, the boys left, after as-

suring the ladies that no harm could befall them now.

When well out of sight of the house the contents of the

heavy vessel was poured into the canteens, and the "vessel"

thrown over into an old field. It was now nearly night,

a storm was gathering, and it was six miles to camp. Ap-

proaching a low gaj) in the hills our ]iarty was surprised

to see themselves confronted by some half dozen guerrillas

who commanded them to halt. This was an unexpected

dilemma, and, as INlike i\I quickly realized that it was

le^s dangerous to i'un the gauntlet as it were than to go

back, he exclaimed: "Boys, lets go through," and suiting

the action to the word, he dashed into the enemy, cutting
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right and left with sabre, the rest of our party following.

King was so burdened with canteens that he, being behind

the others, did not escape so easily. One of the rebels

seized his horse by the bridle, while another at the same

time struck him on his left arm with a gun, nearly break-

ing that member. King used his sabre with such effect

that—saving the loss ot three of his canteens which the

gun knocked loose—he effected a very "narrow escape."



CHAPTER XIL

THE LYNCHBURG RAID.

From the 18tli of May uutil the 1st of Juno, we wait-

ed, upon half rations most of the time, for supplies of

horse shoes, nails and clothing; but, owing- to the miser-

able, inadequate trans])ortation furnished from the Ka-
nawha, we were obliged to set out again, almost as desti-

tute as when we came.

While here the Eighth Ohio Cavalry arrived in camp
from the Kanawha Valley. This was a new regiment,

composed of the old 44tli Ohio Infantry, recruited up to

about 1,100 men. As they filed into camp with new men,

new horses, new arms and new clothes, we felt our little-

ness compared to that grand body, and, with open

mouths, as we stood in our half naked condition, saw them
file by and go into camp.

On the 2d day of June a Mr. Creigh, a citizen of Lew-
isburg, was tried by a military commission and found

guilty of murdering a Union soldier in November. Tlie

proceedings were subsequently approved, and Mr. Creigh

was hanged at Belleview, on Friday, June 10th.

On the 2d of June the march -was taken up in the di-

rection of White Sulphur S})rings. The command con-

sisted of about 2,000 mounted, and 1,200 dismounted men,
many of whom were without shoes and other articks of

clothing.

The march from AVhitc Sulphur Springs to Staunton

was via Morris' Mill, Warm Springs, Goshen and INIiddle-
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brook, oecupving five days. The infantry under General

Crook had arrived in Staunton by another route, and a

junction was formed with General Hunter, who came up

the Shenandoah Valley. At Staunton the much needed

suj)plies were received.

On the 9th of June General Duffie was placed in com-

mand of the First Cavalry Division, and the Second Cav-

alry Division, commanded by General Averell, was re-

organized as follows: First Brigade, Colonel Schoonmaker,

Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Eighth Ohio Cavalry;

Second Brigade, Colonel Oley, Seventh "West Virginia

Cavalry, Thirty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Mounted Infantry,

Fifth West Virginia Cavalry; Third Brigade, Colonel

Powell, Second West Virginia Cavalry First West Vir-

ginia Cavalry. The Third West Virginia Cavalry was as-

signed to the division of General Crook.

Here the Lynchburg campaign was arranged and be-

gun. On the lOth of June the command marched via

Summerdean to Belleview, where Mr. Creigli was hanged.

On the 11th the march was resumed via Cedar Grove.

North river was crossed at or near Ilockbridge Bath

for the ])urpose of endeavoring to cut of! McCausland

who had burned the bridge at Lexington, and was trying

to oppose the crossing of Crook. The enemy hastily

fled, and Lexington was occupied by the Infantry and

the cavalry at about the same time. The military insti-

tute at this place was burned, the cadets fighting for their

town in a manner which would have done honor to veter-

ans. A young man, or rather a mere boy, went to the

cemetery and removed a flag from the grave of Stonewall

J;ickson; and although efforts were made to capture the

lad, he mounted a horse, and waving his Hag at the jnir-

suers, boldly and defiantly made his escape. It is needless

to add that this chivalrous act elicited the admiration of

all who saw it.

At 2 a. m. on the 13th, the cavalry moved toward

liuc^hannon, driving the rebel force under McCausland

before it. The last eight mih's were made at a trot, tiie
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advance cnJeavoriDg to save the bridge over James river;

but as there was a convenient ford at hand, its loss did not

stay the progress of the troops. In view of this fact, and

of the danger to private property, the citizens protested

against burning tlie bridge, but McCausland, with hi«

characteristic recklessness, persisted in the needless de-

struction, involving eleven private dwellings in the confla-

gration. Further extension of this destruction was sto])ped

by the friendly action of the union cavalry, who extin-

extinguished the flames. Several battcaux loaded with

ammunition and stores were captured near this place.

A rebel spy was found in cam]), and by order of CJcneral

Averell, was shot.

Orders were here received to await the arrival of

General Hunter and the main body of the army. On
Tuesday, the 14th, some important iron furnaces in the

vicinity of Finucastle were destroyed. On the 15th the

column crossed the Blue Ridge between the peaks of Otter,

to Fancy farm, where the division again awaited the ar-

rival of the main army. Our brigade, under Colonel

Powell, was sent forward to Liberty, and the country in

that direction was scouted most effectually. AVhile on one

of these scouts a body of about thirty lebel cavalry were

seen observing our movements, and their capture was

attempted. Our main body halted, and it became evident

that tiic little force of the enemy imagined that they had

checked further advance. Comjiany II of the 2nd West
Virginia was dismounted, and sent to gain their rear. As
they were making their way along the mountain side for

this purpose, and had reached a ])oint where the descent

could be made, one of the men was horrified to see a huge

mountain rattlesnake poise himself in a position to strike.

The soldier was so excited at this demonstration of an un-

expected enemy, and so far forgot his orders of secrecy,

that he immediately raised his carbine, and shot the rat-

tler dead. The echoes reverberated down the mountain

side, and the Johnnies beat a hasty retreat. No one was

more chagrineil at this result than the man who fired the
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shot. He afterwards said that it seemed to him that that

snake was eight feet high, as it prepared to strike.

To show what the confederates thought of this rapid

advance of General Averell, I insert the following dis-

patch:

June 13th, 1864.
The enemy drove my cavalry brigade from Lexing-

ton on the Eleventh. They now occupy the town. Scouts
report the force to be Hunter's, Crook's and Averell's.

They have destroyed the Military Institute. I have
driven their cavalry back several times. They are now
advancing on the Buchanan road.

(Signed) John McCausland,
Brigadier General.

Genh S. Cooper,

Richmond, Va.
On the IGth the main cavalry column marched to

Liberty, rebuilt the bridge over Little Otter river, forded

Big Otter, and attacked McCausland at New London
about dark. General Imboden had re-enforced General

McCausland with one regiment of cavalry and two pieces

of artillery. After a short engagement the enemy gave

way, losing a dozen men. The following is General Im-
boden's re|)ort of the affair:

—

June l(3th, 11 p. m.
General:—After writing you this evening the enemy

renewed his attack upon me. General McCausland, occu-
pying the left, just after dark reported the massing of a
heavy force in his front to charge his position. A few
moments later it was discovered that a double line of in-

fantry was formed in front of and overlapping my right.

Finding our j)Osition very critical, and involving the
almost certain loss of all our horses (the men I)eing on
foot and the horses tied) if the enemy succeeded in driv-
ing our lines back, I quietly withdrew, and have encamped
at the first creek this side of New London, on the pike,

where we shall have a fight early to-morrow morning. * *

J. D. Imbodp:n,
Brigadier General.

Ma.j. General Breckexridoe,
Comd'g Lynchburg.

At sunrise on Friday, June 17th, the division moved
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towards Lyachbur<^ on what was called the old road, about

two miles to the riii;lit of the road on which the infantry of

Crook was marching. There wore frequent skirmishes

during the day, and when within eight miles of the city,

our advance was contested at every step. When the

stone church, four miles from the city was reached, the

enemy seemed determined to give battle in earnest. As
near as can be learned the dispositions for battle were as

follows. The ground made it very difficult to handle

cavalry, being rough and broken by sharp ravines.

Schoonmaker's brigade formed a strong skirmish line

mounted across the open ground, supported by squadrons

at intervals in columns of fours open order ready to charge

on, or dismount to fight. Oley's brigade formed on the

right, and Powell's on the left, in the same order. As this

attack was developed, the enemy retired with only a slight

skirmish, but as we neared the crest of the hill upon

which the church stood, a rapid artillery fire opened upon

us, and their small arms were unmasked, Schoonmaker's

and Oley's brigades dismounted and ran to the front, a sec-

tion of artillery, supported by Powell's brigade, galloped

up to the church, and opened fire. At this juncture

Crook's infantry arrived, and forming in line, charged the

rebel position, driving the enemy in great confusion. It

now being dark, the whole army went into camp in line of

battle.

This action has occasioned much comment, but, in the

light of all subsequent events, it was the proper thing to

do. A large part of Early's corps was already in the city

and occupying strong works on the outside; On the night

of the 17th the enemy were busy strengthening their works

and re-inforeing their lines. As new forces took their po-

sitions, the men could be heard cheering. On the mornin"-

of the 18th it became evident that Lynchburg was defended

by a force larger than our own. During the night Powell's

brigade was sent to the right, either to attack the rebel

right or endeavor to capture and i)urn r^yiichburg. This

was a perilous marc!), tin' ndvimc' coustautiy >kirmi.<hin"-
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with the enemy. The little commaud was led in the wrong

direction, it was thought intentionally, by the citizen guide,

whose life paid the penalty of the act. At one time the

conimand was in a position where the church spires of the

city could be plainly seen. Some time in the morning a

courier arrived with the information that the army was in

full retreat, and that Powell's command would have to

join the main force as best it could. This was the first

intimation had that a retreat was ever contemplated, and

the information seemed to daze the officers. Fully realiz-

ing the dangerous position of his command. Colonel Powell

commenced to withdraw, and, by keeping well to the left

of the main road or pike, succeeded in joining the main

force at New London, just in time to take the rear, and to

receive the first fire of the enemy, who had overtaken us.

The failure to capture Lynchburg is thus explained

by General Averell

:

"The delay at Lexington, rendered necessary by the

deviation of the First Cavalry Division (Duffie) from the

course ordered for it, and the change of place made by or-

dering it to join the main body, instead of going around

I^ynchburg, had proved fatal to tlie successful execution of

the original project."

Averell's Division composed the rear guard until liib-

erty was reached, where we went into camp. The enemy

was pursuing us in heavy force, and our rear was constantly

skinnishing, often delaying the enemy, so that the entire

cohinm was enabled to march rapidly and securely, bring-

ing o{f all tlic trains and artillery.

The Second West Virginia was rear guard on the 19th

and often dismounted and fought as infantry. At Liberty

an engagement lasting two hours occurred between Averell's

Division and the enemy's advance. In this little battle

the cavalry held their position until their ammunition was

exhausted, and then withdrew behind Crook's Division of

Infantry, which was drawn up in line of battle. The cav-

alry suffered the loss of 122 men. At three a. m. the marcli

Mas resumed in the direction of ])ufor(Vs (lap. .Vftei' passing
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the Gap, the cavalry and Crook's division were placed in a

position to rest. At sundown the cohimn was again in

motion toward Salem, Powell's brigade in the rear. The
Second West Virginia enci)iintered a force at Bonsack, and

held them in check for some time. A portion of the regi-

ment and two companies of the 3()th Ohio formed an am-
buscade, but owing to the accidental discharge of a gun bv

some member of the 3()th, the ambuscade failed.

About this time the extreme rear guard was composed

of one squadron of the First V^irgiuia, and one squadron of

the Second West Virginia Cavalry, under command of

Major Carman, of the First. The men of the rear guard

were much annoyed at the demonstrations of a cavalrv

force of the enemy, which acted as if it were driving the

whole federal force beforf^ it; so they were greatly elated

when the order came, "I^et's stop and whip them." The
Major formed his force, and when the Confederates came
up in line, expecting to crush our little l)and, they met
with a very unexpected reception, and were completely

thrashed in short order.

The march was then resumed to Salem. Just after

passing that place another ambuscade Avas formed, but

failed of its purpose, as the enemy appeared to be less im-

petuous and less inclined to attack the rear.

It was late in the afternoon when the march was again

taken up in the direction of the mountains. All were in

excellent spirits, and notwithstanding the reverses latelv

met, as we filed up the Catawba Creek, the usual good
nature of the soldier asserted itself. The setting sun east

long shadows on the mountain slope, and the beautiful

panorama, S])read out before us was duly appreciated by

the warriors. I^ittle di^l they think that but two miles

ahead of them was to be enacted one of the most distress-

ing scenes it was their lot to witness during tlu' war
all the more deplorable becaus(> it was occasioned by the

lack of judgment ami criminal carelessness of the officer

commanding the rear guard.

During the march u]i Cata\vba Creek, a well known
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nu'inber of the Second West Virginia cavalry was in an

unusually good humor. He was known as the wit of the

regiment, and when others, through their surroundings

became gloomy and disheartened, his good nature asserted

itself, and like a gleam of sunshine, lightened the burdens

of others. Such in brief was the character of Scott Gard,

of Company H. At the time of his enlistment in 1861,

Scott was nineteen years of age, full six feet tall, of mag-

nificent physique, and one of the finest athletes in the

regiment. He was promoted to the position of corporal,

the officers hoping that this little official responsibility

might be the means of restraining to some extent his ex-

urberance, and of freeing them from some of his harmless

pranks. He was the ideal American volunteer. Alas!

the cruel hand of fate was soon to include him in the need-

less sacrifice of five lives.

On an-ivingat Mountain Cove, or Hanging Rock, on

Catawba Creek, a scene met our gize that we could not

C()m|)rehen(l. Scattered around in the wood, in the Little

Creek Bottom, were the remains of cannon, caissons,

wagons, etc., the remnants of a battery. Shells and cart-

ridges were lying among the wreck, and the woods being

on fire, they were almost continuously exploding.

I have taken considerable pains to learn the true cause

of this state of affairs, and being an eye witness and parti-

cipant, I siudl submit what I believe to be a correct ver-

sion of this unfortunate affair. When the main force of

Crook aii<l Averell camped at Salem, Colonel Oley was

ordered forward with his brigade to occupy and hold

Catawba Gap, some five or six miles from Salem. When this

for<;(' moved out from camp, an officer commanding a bat-

tery which liad been marching in the rear of Oley's brig-

age, supposing the entire army was moving, broke camp

and followed. The battery was some distance in the rear

of tlu! brigade, and as no force followed after, it was en-

tirely without support, or guard of any kind. No general

officer knew of this state of affairs. The battery marched up

Catawba creek al^out one mile in the rear of Oley's force.
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When they reached Mountain Cove, a narrow defile where a

small stream falls into Catawba Creek, a little band of

Confederates, about sixty men, supposed to be McNeal's

Rangers, were concealed near this defile, watching for some

opportunity to inflict injury on the "invaders." They saw

Oley's brigade pass, and soon the battery came in sight,

winding up the creek road. From his position the officer

could see nothing following, and the wily ranger saw a

prize within his grasp, and was quick to act. With a wild

rebel yell they swooped down on the defenceless battery,

capturing the entire outfit. Some of the artillery men es-

caped to the woods, but most of them were taken prison-

ers. The few minutes spent on that spot by the rebel

rangers was time enough to wipe the battery completely out

of existence. Horses were cut out and taken away, car-

riage wheels cut down, and everything rendered useless.

They then withdrew, and, owing to the nature of the

country, were virtually free from pursuit. Some of Col-

onel Oley's men heard the noise, and returning were the

first to view the destruction. The escaped artillery men

then set fire to the woods and the wreck.

While Crook's infantry was passing a guard was

placed to prevent the men going into unnecessary danger,

and Colonel Powell also placed a guard for the same purpose.

At sight of the wrecked artillery, the major in com-

mand of the rear guard seemed to completely "lose his

head," for with loud and angry oaths he led his little band

a zio;-za2; route throuo^h and among: the burnino; wreck. I

distinctly remember having ridden over some capped

shells, which would have easily exploded if struck by a

horse's hoof. However, we got safely through, and

formed in line, face to the rear. The ground was rough,

yet the major insisted on having the line straight.

Lieutenant J. W. Ricker was in command of Com-

pany H, and after the line had been formed, he was or-

dered to dismount half his company, the dismounted men

numbering about fifteen. This little squad of men was

led back to the wrecked artillery, by the major. A wagon
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was pointed out to Lieut. Kieker, ^vho Mas ordered to take

his squad and destroy a con.sidciable quantity of powder

that was in a wagon. Tlie Lieutenant rode up to the

wagon, viewed the situation, and informed the major that

it was a most hazardous undertaking, as tliere was lire all

around, and the powder would evidently soon be exploded.

The major said it must be destroyed at once. The

lieutenant led his band up to the wagon, directing Mr.

Thomas Warman, who was the eldest of the party, to get

in the wagon and hand the packages of powder to the

men, who would carry it to the creek near by and throw it

in. While this was being done the men protested against

the dangerous employment, to which the major replied by

calling them cowards. He then withdrew from the im-

mediate scene.

In a few minutes a fearful explosion occurred on the

ground, and a few seconds later the powder in the wagon

exploded with fearful effect, killing and wounding over

half the guard.

The killed were Scott Gard, Benjamin Prim, William

Garvin, Isaac Moore, ot Company H, and Marion McMil-
lin, of Company C, who was on duty with Company H.
A number were wounded, some having their clothes blown

almost wholly from their bodies. Lieutenant Ricker, who
was sitting on his horse near by, had a thrilling experience.

His hat was blown away so it was not found, his saber

scabbard hanging at his side was shattered, his head was

adorned with its first gray hairs, and he was otherwise so

shaken up that he has not completely recovered to this day.

His faithful horse dropped dead after carrying his master

to camp that night. Mr. Warman, who was in the wagon,

was blown across the dead body of the lead horse of the

team, and was picked up in an insensible condition. The
circumstances surrounding the death of young Marion INIc-

Millin were most distressing. Mr. William R. McMillin

lived near ]>u(!keye Furnace, Jackson county, Ohio. He
had a family of six boys, and at the bieakinir out of the

war those who were of proper age j>ronij)tIy volunteered.
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When the Second West Virginia Cavalry was recruited,

three of the boys, Andrew, Murray and Emerson, enlisted

in Company H. Later in the war two more, Milton and

Harvey, also volunteered in the regiment, and when

Marion, the youngest, was old enough he, too, enlisted,

and Company H already having its share of recruits, he

was assigned to Company C. During the perilous times of

the Lynchburg raid he was permitted, at his own request,

to march with company H, that he might be near his

brothers. He was called the "baby" of the McMillin fam-

ily, and it was with almost broken hearts that two of his

brothers, Emerson and Murray, looked upon the dead body

of their idolized Marion. But even the boon of looking

upon the dead body of my near and dear friend and relation

was to me denied.

This occurred on Tuesday, June 21, 1864. Since the

war Major E. S. Morgan has stated that he positively re-

fused to execute the orders of Maj. Carman to destroy the

powder; and it the accident had not occurred as it did, in

all probability he would have been called to answer the

charge.

From this point we marched via Newcastle, Sweet

Springs, White Sulphur Springs, to Meadow Bluff. From

there the march was continued in easy stages until we

reached Charleston, about July Lst. At or near Dogwood

Gap, between Sewell and Gauley we met supplies. The

one hundred days men who had charge of the supplies as-

serted that we were the hardest looking body of soldiers

they had ever seen. Thus ended the ill-fated Lynchburg

raid.

Who was to blame? Certainly not the rank and file.

The losses of Generals Hunter, Crook and Averell,

after leaving Staunton, in killed, wounded and missing,

was a total of 940. The loss of the Second West Virginia

since May 13th, was thirteen killed, thirty-three wounded

and twenty-one missing. J. J. Harding, who was (len-

eral Duffie's orderly, was killed June 2()th, as the following

letter and telegram will explain:
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Telegram:

—

Gauley Bridge, June 28tli, 1864.

To Davis Mackley, Jackson, Ohio:—Killed by gun-

j)0Avder explosion, Scott Gard, Benjamin Prim and three

others, near Salem, June 22. Joseph Harding killed by
bushwhackers Sunday morning, 26th, ju^t this side ofLew-
isburg. All of Co. H. J. J. Hoffman,

Maj. Com'g 2nd Va. Cav.

Letter:

—

Charleston, AV. Ya., July 1st, 1864.

Mrs. Harding, Jackson, Ohio:—I telegraphed you
from Gauley Bridge, June 28th, announcing to you the

sad and ])aintul news of the death of your son, Joseph. I

crossed Brushy Ridge, some six miles from Lewisburg, Sat-

urday night last, and while resting my command at the foot

of Little Sewell Mountain on Sunday, June 26, Gen.Duffie,

with a portion of his stafif rode up and told me that he
had been bushwhacked while ciossing the ridge that morn-
ing, and that his private orderly, Jose])h Harding had been
killed. His death was caused by a shot in the back fired

from a small rifle, and he died instantly; that he had
buried him, he did not say where. The general was
much attached to Joseph, and grieved much over his

death. He was a iaithful orderly and a brave soldier,

honorable, upright and reliable, and could always be de-

pended upon in time of need. Having been with us in

the field since 1861, and knowing him as we did, his death

is to us a very great loss. Loved and respected as he was
by both officers and men, we can freely sym])athize with
you in this your hour of affliction. AVhile we sincerely re-

gret his death, yet we are pleased to know he was a member
ofour regiment. His purse, revolver and letters I send you
as given me by the general. His papers I will have made
out as soon as it can be done, and forward them to you.

Yours very truly,

J. J. Hoffman,
Maj. Comd'g 2nd Ya. Cav.

As we were passing a little group of houses just be-

yond Salem on our return, a lady was observed standing

in the doorway of one of the dwellings, watching the col-

umn march by. One of our men ventured to ask her the

name ot the place. To his iiujuiry the lady politely re-

plied, "Little Lick Sj)rings." Then to show off smart be-
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fore liis companions, he said, ''How far is it to Big Lick?'

To this the lady quickly and innocently replied, "About
four miles this side of Lynchburg." The laugh that fol-

lowed, as we all saw the point, was shared in by the

lady herself.

There was one well known member of the regiment

noted for his ungainly appearance. He was over six feet

tall, raw boned and awkward looking to the last degree. A
full government ration was not sufficient to keep his stom-

ach in first class condition. As the poet says:

" \nd when with savage-gleamiug knife and fork,
He brought liimself down seriously to work.
And marched through every dish in conquering glory,
Aud ravaged all the adjacent territory.
Making the table for some distance round
Look like a fiercely, hard fought battle ground,
A smiie upon his placid face would fall,

As if life wasn't a failure after all."

While on the return march he became dismounted,

and being a poor walker, he soon became footsore and
weary. To add to his misery, his capacious stomach had

been comparatively empty for several hours. In this con-

dition, one evening, he overtook a portion of the hospital

corps,just as they were beginning to eat a bountiful supper

of "slap-jacks," fried ham and coffee, which commodities

they had procured during the day. Our dismounted

man took his seat on the ground a few feet from the diners,

and with nearly tearful eyes watched the ham and slap-

jacks disappear. Then M'ith a heavy sigh, he said, appar-

ently to himself, "I wish I was Lazarus." One of the com-

pany said to him, "Why do you wish that?" "Well," said

he, "the bible tells us that Lazarus ate the crumbs that fell

from the rich man's table; but those slap-jacks don't crumb
worth a d u."

It is needless to say that after the laugh subsided, the

slap-jacks did crumb, much to his satisfaction.



CHAPTER XIII.

IN THE shp:naxdoaii valley

Ou Friday, July 8th, Powell's brigade left Charleston

for Parkersburg, whicli poiut ^Yas reachcid on the 12th,

and the command went into camp near the city at "Camp
Wood." While here we drew a number of horses, and tlie

brigade was fairly well mounted. On the 16th we em-

barked on the B. & O. R. II. for Martinsburg, W. Ya. reach-

ing that place about the 19th. The brigade was notfully col-

lected until about the 23rd. General Averell had preceded

us, and with detachments of regiments had advanced to the

front beyond Martinsburg. On the 20th occurred the battle

of Stephenson's Depot, or Carter's Farm, four miles north

of Winchester. This was one of the most brilliant and

quickly executed victories of the war. Our force consisted

of Col. I. H. Duval's brigade of infantry, consisting of

the 9th West Virginia, 14th West Virginia, 34th and 91st

O. V. I., in all, 1,400 infantry, and about 500 cavalry under

command of General Averell. In this brilliant achieve-

ment a largely superior force under General Ramseur was

utterly routed and their artillery captured, together with

154 prisoners. The following official documents will ex-

plain themselves. It has, however, been claimed that

General I. H. Duval and the infantry arc entitled to the

fruits of the victory, as the cavalry were so few in number,

(less than half what General Averell reports'! that they
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were unable to reap the fruits of the victory, other than

.stampeding the two rebel regiments mentioned in (ireneral

llode's letter. I make these statements in justice to all

concerned. Some have said that there were not over 100

cavalry present, and that there was no casualties in that arm

of the body. This is a mistake, and does injustice to the

troopers, who, the writer knows, were there and partici-

pated as described ; and the casualties are to be found in

the report of the Adjutant General of West Virginia. It

was a glorious victory, and immortalized the name of Gen-

eral Duval and his brigade.

REPORT OF GENERAL AYERELL.

(Official.)

July 28, 18(^4.

Being informed during the night of the 18th that the

enemy had reached Berryville from Maryland by way of
Snicker's Gap, I marched on the morning of the 19th

with Col. Duval's brigade of infantry 1350 strong, and
1000 cavalry, viz.. First and Third Virginia and Four-
teenth Pennsylvania cavalry, together with the First Vir-
ginia and First Ohio batteries, to within four miles of
Winchester, driving the enemy's cavalry under Jackson
before me. During the evening of the 19th information

was received that Early had arrived at Beri-yville and
divided his command into two columns, one then moving;
via Millwood toward Strasburg, and the other going
toward Winchester (Early himself being with the latter,)

and that Crook's division aad the Sixth corps were at

Snicker's Gap. I endeavored to communicate with Gen-
eral Wright, advising him to attack the column on the

Millwood road, but subsequently learned that instead of

attacking he retired toward ^\'ashington. On the

morning of the 20th, I advanced toward AVin-

chester, and being apprised by my scouts of the

presence of the enemy in some force about three

miles north of the place, I formed in line of battle before

arriving in his view. In the morning 200 of the 14th

Penn. Cavalry were sent out on the Gerrardstown road to

approach Winchester from the west, the balance of the

regiment being sent to attack at Berryville. About 300 of

the Second Viiginia Cavalry joined me at this time from
Martinsburg. Placing a regiment of infantry in line of

battle on each side of the road with skirmishers in front,
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and a regiment of infantry in colomn in rear of the right

and left flanks, artillery in the center and a regiment of

cavalry on each flank, I advanced in this order vigorously

to the attack. After marching nearly two miles through

a country almost entirely open, with the center upon the

pike, the enemy announced his position by opening a

rapid fire from four guns concealed in the timber which
stands upon Carter's farm, three miles north of Winches-
ter. He at the same time made some demonstrations with

a cavalry brigade upon each flank. My artillery was
placed in position, the infantry regiments in column were
thrown forward into line, cavalry skirmishers occupying

my entire front w'ere quickly withdrawn to the flanks, the

concentrated fire of the twelve guns w^ere opened upon
the enemy's center, and the infantry advanced iJnd be-

came hotly engaged, while the cavalry entered into a

fierce struggle on each flank. My right being immi-
nently threatened, I sent the Second Virginia Cavalry to

assist the Third in its attack, leaving not a man in reserve

or any support to my batteries. The enemy, unprepared

for such an onset, after a short but determined resistance

were thrown into confusion, driven from the woods and
along the road toward Winchester, leaving four guns, sev-

enty-three killed, and one hundred and fifty wounded on

the field. Seventeen officers and two hundred and fifty

men were captured. Our loss was fifty-three killed, one

hundred and fifty-five wounded and six missing. Advanc-
ing my cavalry and artillery I pressed the pursuit, but soon

found that I could not venture with the force at my com-
mand to inflict further injury upon the enemy without

running an imminent risk of loosing all we had gained. I

therefore maintained my position until dark, constantly

threatening the enemy with a renewal of the attack until

the cannon, prisoners and wounded were sent to Martins-

burg. The enemy's force engaged was a division of in-

fantry commanded by General liamseur and the cavalry of

Vaugn, in all about 4,500 strong.

W. W. AvERELL, Brigadier General.

Eeport of Major General Robert E. liodes, C. S.

army, of engagement at Stephenson's depot:

'(Rebel.)

Stephenson's Depot. September 12, 18(34.

My Dear General:—From what I can gather from all

sources 1 am afraid that ofticers at Richmond, and the de-
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partment officers especially, and perhaps you, have taken
an incorrect view of Kamseur's aHair, near Winchester,
last July. The facts are these, as can be sustained by
ample testimony, Ramseur \yent out to chastise a small

force which Vauo;n had reported as one re<>:iment of in-

fantry and one of cavalry. He thought at first he would
only take a portion of his command, but concluded to take

all as a measure of perfect safety. He formed his force

with two brigades in the front line, skirmishers out

—

brigades deployed. Behind this line Pegram's line was
deployed. The enemy advanced npon him suddenly, was re-

pulsed by Johnson, and at first by Hoke's brigade, but Kam-
seur's left being overlapped by Averell, Hoke's two left regi-

ments broke and ran, behaving very badly, as General
Lewis himself said.

Ramseur was on the right near Johnson's brigade;

thought everything was going on finely until he saw
this panic on the left. He immediately endeavored to re-

store the line by advancing Pegram's brigade, but it being
embarrassed by Hoke's })anic-stricken men, became so it-

self, broke and fled, as did the balance of Hoke's brigade,

and finally Johnson's.

Now, sir, this result would not occur one time in a hun-
dred with these same troops under the same circumstances,

and ought never to have occurred with old troops at all.

Ramseur acted most heroically, as usual exposed himself
recklessly, but could do nothing with the men; they were
under the influence of panic.

I do not hesitate to record my belief that the cause of
the disaster was the conduct of the men, and the prime
cause was the breaking of the two left regiments of Hoke's
brigade. Of course, if Ramseur had put Pegram's
brigade in the front line, the disaster might have been
averted, but who knows? * * * R. E. Rodes,

Immediately following the battle of Carter's fiirm, the

regiment with the brignde under Colonel Powell, advanced

up the valley to Newtown where the enemy was encoun-

tered.

An amusing incident occurred here wdiich might have

ended disastrously, and which illustrated the fact that the

men in the ranks, at least, had not fully comprehended the

difference between an action in this valley and one in the

mountains of West Yiryinia. It als(» thoroughly demon-
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stratedthe fiict tluit Colonel Powell was alive to the impor-

tance and requirements of the hour. On this occasion

the Second West Virginia was in line in advance, with

skirmishers deployed a short distance ahead. Soon the

enemy fired on us from a piece of woods in our front, and

before the sound of the shots had died away, the entire reg-

iment was on a run to the front, with no semblance of a

line. Every man rushed madly on, endeavoring to be the

first in at the capture. This new mode of warfare so

scared the enemy that they hastily fled from their position.

The bugles sounded the recall, orderlies hastened to the

front, and finally the regiment was again in line. Colonel

Powell came forward and formed us in a hollow square.

He then mounted a stump, while our hearts beat high at

the expected compliment. We did not doubt but

that we had done the proper thing. The first words

dashed our hopes to the ground. "Second Virginia

Cavalry, I am ashamed of you. Your conduct is

disgraceful in the extreme. You are not fighting

an enemy that requires horse racing to catch, but an active,

vigilant and brave foe. Scattered as you were a short

time ago, a well drilled squadron would cut you to pieces.

Another repetition of such conduct, and I will dismount

y(m. Remember, you are confronting veterans of the army

of Northern Virginia,and lam confident, if you will act here

as you have on other occasions, presenting a solid front to

the enemy, I will never have occasion to censure you again.

Now your officers will take charge of you, and place you in

the front."

We fully realized the justice of the colonel's remarks

and never gave him oecasloa to refer to the matter again.

On the 22nd the brigade was engaged in developing

the enemys position, and gradually pushed their way to

near Middletown. On the 2.'ird, the ])osition of the army

was about as follow.-: The main infantry force under com-

mand of (Jencral Crook occuj)ied a position a few miles

south of Winchester; Averell's division of cavalry was

camped so;fic distance to the front of the infantry. 1 he
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main force of the enemy occupied a position near Stras-

burg and Fisher's Hill, On the afternoon of the 23rd,

Captain Davidson, with about 20 men detailed from com-

panies E and H, was sent to the front to locate the rebel

pickets. They were found occu])ying a strong posi-

tion on the main pike. Captain Davidson attempted to

drive them from their position, but they seemed disposed

to stay where they were. Thereupon our officer sent back

to the brigade for another detail. While waiting for this

re-enforcement the rebel picket was also strengthened.

Soon our little force was increased to two hundred, and a

charge was made on the rebel outpost, and they were driven

several miles onto their main force. Our body was de-

ployed as skirmishers, and, wliile resting in this })osition,

we suddenly saw a heavy force of rebel cavalry advancing

in line. It was a grand sight to see that fine body of

horsemen as they came forward, completely enveloping our

right and left with ten times our number. Realizing the

gravity of the situation, in that we had stirred up a hor-

net's nest, our little force at once began to fall back. For
five miles we fought to keep from being surrounded. At
Kearnstown some of the enemy had gotten completely in

our rear, but by vigorous use of revolver and saber they

were driven out of the way. This was one of the most

thrilling experiences the writer encountered during the

war. We were frequently ordered to surrender, but true

to the old rule that no cavalry man should surrender while

he is nu)unted, we reached the division, and the advance of

th<i jubilant enemy was checked.

On the 24th occurred Crook's battle of Winchester.

Early had received large re-enforcements, and promj)tly

moved out from Fisher's Hill to give battle. In the

meantime Colonel Powell's brigade had been moved to a

position on the Front Royal and Winchester pike, on the

left of Crook's line. It is unnecessary to describe this

battle in detail. Sufficient to say that the Union forces

wer(; completely defeated. The Second Virginia made a

charge on a bodv of rebel infant i-\', and swimming round
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their iinmcdiato flank, forced them 1 ack quite a distance.

In this charge Sergeant Major E. A. Thomas, of Company

B, and Lieut. J. 1). Barber, of Company E, were kiUed.

They were two brave and efficient officers. Captain Dav-

idson, of Company E, was so badly wounded that he was

left for dead. As the Ceufederates were passing him, Cap-

tain Davidson heard them say, "There's another poor fel-

low done for." After the enemy had passsed on in pursuit,

the resolute captain crawled to a house near by, and was

concealed and taken care of by the inmates until our re-

turn in September.

Toward evening the entire army was in retreat to-

ward the Potomac. Just north of AVinchester the Confed-

erate cavalry cut off a portion of the 36th O. V. I. who

had taken refuge in an orchard; then, seeing our brigade,

they (the rebels) turned in our direction and came on in a

charge, cheering like mad. Colonel Powell gave the order

to face about, draw saber and charge. Every man seemed

to be ins{)ired with one desire—to whip that body of cav-

alry. And it was done most effectually, as they were

driven in utter route until artillery posted on Winchester

Heights compelled our withdrawal. General Averell wit-

nessed this charge, and expressed the utmost satisfaction at

the result. During this time the isolated portion of the

36th O. Y. I. made its escape.

General George Crook, in speaking of the cavalry of

the Army of West A^irginia, says:
—"Averell's division

was much disorganized, worn out by long marches, poorly

equipped, wretchedly mounted, and armed with inferior

weapons, was almost worthless. Exceptions, however,

should be made to Colonel Powell's brigade of Averell's

division, but this brigade owed its efficiency solely to the

skill, energy and courage of its commander." (See Gen-

eral Crook's War Record, page 802, Ohio in the war.)

The night of the 24th the brigade camped south of

iNFartinsburg. On the 25th the cavalry held a line just

south of ]\Iartinsburg, Powell's brigade on the right.

About noon we were attacke<l by a hea\v force of infantry
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and artillery. The Second West Virginia occupied a

position in a corn field, where they received a terrible

shelling from a confederate battery. The regiment, witii

the brigade, remained at their post until after General

Duffle's division had retired from the field. That night we

crossed the Patomac at Williamsport, and once more that

race ground, the "the valley of humiliation," was in the

hands of the enemy. Averell's division took a position

near Ilagerstown, the Second \yest Virginia camping and

holding a line near Sheperdstown. A few days of com-

parative inactivity followed, other than attempts to de-

velop the intentions of the enemy.

Great excitement prevailed in Maryland and Pennsyl-

vania, and in fact, all over the north. A formidable in-

vasion was dreaded, but no infantry crossed the Potomac

on this second "invasion." A special session of the Penn-

sylvania legislature was called to meet on the 9th of

August, to take such action as the occasion might require.



chaptp:r XIV.

BURNING OF CHAMBERSBURG.

Gen. Couch was in the neighborhood of Chambersbiirg

with a force of state militia. On the 30th a rebel cavalry force

under command of Gen. John McCausland burned the little

city of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, involving the de-

struction of about two hundred and fifty buildings, with

an estimated loss of one million dollars. Some space will

be devoted to an account of this Chambeisburg raid, from

July 30th to August 7th, including the Moorefield affair,

also a statement from the rebel General McCausland, furn-

ished for this work.

On tiio morning of July 30th, General Averell learned

that a considerable body of rebel cavalry had crossed the

Potomac above Williamsport, and gone in the direction of

Chambersburg, Pa. As soon as practicable, pursuit was

begun, our force. consisting of about 2,000 cavalry and two

pieces of artillery. We were about twelve hours behind the,

raiders, marching as rapidly as possible. We passed through

Hagorstnwn, and were soon on northern soil. As we passed

til rough this beautiful southern part of Pennsylvania,

witli its ficKls of rij>ening grain, and with abundant evi-

dences of thi'ift and ha])piness everywhere, we felt sure

that should the foe be overtaken here, they would be

roiii'hlv hnndled. The stars and stripes were waving from

evi ry house, something we had not before witnessed. On
Safurdav evening, July 30th, we entered what had been

the beautiful city of Chambersburg, but now a mass of

smoking ruins. We learned that it had been burned that

morning at 1) o'clock by order of General McCausland.

As Ml' bi'liehl the destruction, and saw whole families

sti'idin r ar )iud tlv.'ir him^s d^stroyod, on2 general cry
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went up from the whole eoinmaiKl to be led agaijist that

vandal foe. The rebel officer, to whom was given the ex-

ecution of the order to burn the place, says: "I felt more

like weeping over Chambersburg, although the people

covered me with reproaches, which all who know me will

readily believe I felt hai"d to digest; yet my pity was highly

excited in behalf of these poor unfortunates, who were

made to suffer for acts perpetrated by the officers of their

own government. The day was bright and intensely hot.

The conflagration seemed to spring from one vast build-

ing. Dense clouds of smoke rose to the zenith, and hov-

ered over the dark plain. At night it would have been a

grand but terrible object to behold. Ihnv piteous the

sight of those beautiful green meadows—groups of women
and children exposed to the rays of a burning sun, hover-

ing over the few articles they had saved, most of them

ringing their hands, and with wild gesticulations bemoan-

ing their ruined homes. A\ e passed rapidly through the

place in ])ursuit, the march being kept up all the night of

the 30th.

All along the road the raiders hud left marks of their

passage by burning barns that had already received the

fruit of the harvest. On Sunday morning we entered a

little town at the base of the mountains. The inhabitants

had retired late, after the raiders had })asst(l through, and

were still slumbering. The boys began calling to them to

get up, the rebels had come back, and wanted breakfast.

The wildest consternation prevailed among them until they

learned we were Union soldieis, and then they went nearly

wild with joy. Having recovered from the chaotic

state into which tiiey had been iiiiiocently thrown

by our unlooked inv arrival, they wore only too

glad to feed as many of the boys as wouhl

stop. That Sunday marcli through Pennsylvania

was indeed a memorable one. The greatest enthusiasm

was manifested by the inhabitants as we rapidly pursued

the fleeing rebel column. All ahuig the route we were

greeted by the smiling faci's of friends, by waving Hag*;,
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by })rofllors of food, and with such other acts of kindness

an we had not been accustomed to receive. Usually, on

our marches, we had been greeted with scowling faces and

insulting words, w^hile nearly every tree concealed an

enemy, and the sharp crack of the squirrel rifle was a

common sound. All day Sunday the farmers erected im-

promptu tables near their dwellings, and kept them well

supplied with cooked food, while some member of the

family would stand b^ and invite the hungry to eat.

The enemy being in advance and able to supply

themselves with fresh horses, escaped across the Potomac

at Hancock, Maryland. We had a sharp skirmish at that

place with the rebel rear guard, and there was some artil-

lery firing.

Owing to the condition of our horses. General Averell

was compelled to cease pursuit, and we went into camp and

re!<ited four days. This rest proved to be a very fortunate

thing for us, and made the Moorefield affair possible of

accomplishment. McCausland continued the march to the

south branch of the Potomac until near Moorefield, where

there was an abundance of grass. He knew that General

Averell had gone into camp near Hancock, Maryland,

and there being nearly sixty miles between them, the con-

federate commander w^ent into camp also. The south

branch of the Potomac separated the rebel commands,

General Bradley T. Johnson, with one brigade and four

pieces of artillery camping on the north side of the river,

while General McCausland, with the other brigade, occu-

pied a i)osition on the south side. The enemy kept the

country well scouted while in camp.

Al)()ut the 5th of August General Averell received

(trders from Washington to pursue the rebel raiders until

overtaken, and then fight them as long as there was a fight-

ing man left. Under these instructions we broke camp,

crossed the Potomac, and were once more on the soil of

Virginia, marching in the direction of Moorefield. On
the night of the fifth we camped north of Komney. We
passed throfigh Romuey in the afternoon, and learned that
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a rebel scouting party had been there during the*day. The
horses were unsaddled and rested an hour in the evening,
and then the march was resumed through the night.

AverelPs scouts, dressed in Confederate uniform, were in

tlie advance, carefully feeling for the rebel pickets. This
caused frequent haults, and the men would lie down by the
road side, and Mith bridle rein in hand, snatch a few min-
utes sleep. Then, clanking sabers would warn them that
the column was in motion, they would partially arouse
themselves and pursue the silent march.

About 2:30 a. m. of the 7th of August the rebel

pickets were encountered. " Halt !
" was the command

that came from the Johnnies accompanied by the u.sual

"who comes there?" Our daring scouts promptlv n--

sponded "Friends." "Advance one, and give the counter-
sign." Two men were on this outpost, and instead ot one
only, two of our men approached and told the pickets that
they were a scouting party of McCausland's command, and
had gone out of camp on another road in the afternoon and
did not have the countersign. After asking a few questions
to which the scouts gave ready answers, the Johnnies seemed
to be satisfied. While this parley was going on our heroes
had dismounted, tightened their saddle girths, and, acting
in a careless manner, walked up to the pickets. At a given
signal they each seized a bridle rein, and with cocked re-

volvers took the two outposts prisoners. From them it

was learned that the picket post,:;was half a mile distant,

and that there were seven men there. These men were
found asleep, the sentinel sitting on a low fence. He, like

the others, was awakened to find pistols in their faces. The
reserve picket of fifty men was also captured, and thus the
way to the rebel camp was clear. It was three miles dis-

tant. The column was closed up, and just at break
of day, with wild cheers and cries of "Remember
Chambersburg," we dashed into Bradley Johnson's camj),

capturing four pieces of artillery while the gunners were
attempting to get them into position. Over five hundred
prisoners, including several officers, were secured, several
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hundred horses, six or eight hundred stands of arms, and

the entire camp of the enemy. McCausland's brigade was

one mile distant on the south side of the river, and owing

to the firing and cheering in Jolinson's camp, this brigade

was quickly formed, and part of the force sent to defend

the ford. But our brigade, ekited by the capture of John-

son's camp, and remembering the enemy's devastation in

Pennsylvania, plunged into the water, fiercely charged the

enemy, killed and captured many, and cut them off from

their main force. A line was again formed, which charged

McCausland's brigade, cutting it completely in two. A
running fight was then kept up for four miles, when the

enen:iy became so scattered that there was nothing to fol-

low. A large amount of private property, including horses

and buggies, was rccoverd and subsequently returned to the

owners. The loss to the enemy in killed, wounded and

captured was near eight hundred. The rebels stated that

they expected to be very severely dealt with, and so when

we struck the camp they made desperate efforts to escape.

Some time after the war the confederate colonel Jenkins'

bugler told the writer that with four companions he had es-

caped across the river on one bare-back horse, one holding

to the animal's tail, and permitting himself to be dragged

through the water. Our loss was forty-one killed and

wounded. Colonel Conger, of the Third, was among the

killed. A large amount of greenbacks was found scattered

over the camp, the prisoners being afraid to be found with

it on their persons. Considerable money was picked up

by the men. Most of it was found secreted in the saddle

pockets. The men who were so fortunate as to find the

treasure were not in the fight, but those whose privilege it

was to follow in the rear; owing to the secrecy maintained

by the "finders" it was impossibU' to ascertain anything

like the amount recovered from the Chand)ersburg raiders.

One man of the regiment expressed a package home from

New Creek station, and after (lie Mar he bought a good

farm. When the officers learntd that money was being

found about the camj), the provost guard, under direction
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of some officers, searched the camp faithfully. While per-

forming this <lnty, a young soldier, unknown to any of the

searchers, was observed transferring gold coins from a pair

of saddle pockets to his own pockets. He was called upon

to halt, but being well mounted he put spurs to his horse

and continued transferring the money until he was in ])os-

session of all of it, crossed the river and was lost to the

guard.

While all this had been going on Company E had

been on picket on the Potomac, and when McCausIand

crossed in the night they were cut off from the command.

They at once followed on the Hank of the Confederates,

and on the way they fell in with a s(juadron of Cole's

Maryland Cavalry. They arrived at Chambcrsbufg at

nearly the same time the rebels did, capturing their picket

at the toll-gate on the Gettysburg pike. They joined the

command on Sunday morning.

The prisoners, artillery and property were safely de-

livered to the proper authorities at New Creek Station, on

the 10th day of August. The garrison at this post fired

an artillery salute on our arrival, and went nearly wild

with joy at the capture of the Chambersburg raiders. Tlic

following is a copy of the original report on file in the

war department:

Official. Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 9, 1864.

Major:—I have the honor to report relating to the

late invasion by the rebels in Chambersburg, Pa., on the

morning of July 30, 1864. Being on detached duty
at headquarters of the department at that place, and being
unavoidably detained there, I was present both on the en-

tering and departure of their force, and was an eye witness

of the following:

The rebels entered the town with a force of—I do not

think—over 500 mounted men. They were under the

command of General's McCausIand and Bradley T. John-
son. The main body of this force was camped at the fair

grounds one and a half miles out of town, on the Pittsburg
))ike. Before enteiing they fired two shells into town.
They then entered by every street and alley, the main
force coming up in the rear. On their arrival iu town I
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met General McCauslancI, "svho said to me that if I had
any sell interest at stake, it would be well fot me to listen

to the order he would read, and to get the municipal author-

ties together, and comply with the demands contained

therein. The order was placed in my hands and read, and
was in substance as follows:

That in retaliation for the de])redations of General
Hunter of the United States forces, committed during his

recent Lynchburg raid, it is ordered that the citizens of
Chambersburg, Pa., pay to the Confederate States of

America, by General McCausiand, the sum of ^100,000 in

gold, or in lieu thereof §500,000 in greenbacks or national

currency, and if not ])aid within three hours, the town
would be burned. The order was signed by General Jubal

A. Early.

After reading this document I started out to find

mem'bers of the town council. INIceting one of them. I in-

formed him of the demands. He replied that he would not

pay them five cents. I then returned to the hotel. The
rebels had dismounted, and were breaking into stores

and dwellings, and pillaging the same. When they

entered town it was 5:30 a. m., from which time I was
in comjiany with both Generals McCausiand and Johnson,
I being in citizens clothes, they did not know I was a

Federal soldier. At 9 o'clock McCausiand ordered the

town burned. In a few minutes the commissary store

house was in flames, while General McCausiand and Col-

onel Harry Gilmore were riding through the street, notify-

ing citizens, as they pointed to the flames, that they would
carry the order into execution if the demands were not

complied with. General McCausiand then returned to the

Franklin Hotel, when I heard him say that General Av^-

ei'ell was within four miles of the ]dace with '2,000 cavalry.

Said he, "We will now burn the place and retreat." In a

few moments the court house and town hall were in flames,

and almost simultaneously fires broke out on most of the

streets. I repaired to the hotel and found the rebels were
ransacking the rooms and trunks of the boarders, and don-
ning the clothes contained therein. * * f * About
this time—near noon—the rebels had nearly all left town,
except a rear guard. When tiicy left most of them were
so intoxicated they Avere hardly caj)able of sitting on their

horses. I have the honor, Major, to be your obedient

servant. Will S. Ko('HER8PERGER,

Serg't Co. L, 20th Pa. Cavalry.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL ilCCAUSLAND.

Dear Sir:—Yours of February 15th, 1892 received"

The burning; of Chambersburg was done in ac<^ordance

with tlie written instructions of General Early. His in-

structions accompanying the order were explicit : To pro-

ceed to Chambersburg and levy a contribution on the

place, to re-imburse citizens of Virginia, viz. Andrew
Hunter, A. R. Botelar, John Letcher and others for the

wanton destruction of their property l)y General Hunter,

a federal commander. The route Mas even indicated, and
if the money was not paid to burn the town as an act of

retaliation. The order also directed me to go to Cumber-
land, ]\Iaryland, and do the same thing. Also to collect

all the cattle and other supplies that I could in the western

counties of Virginia and Maryland. I crossed the Poto-

mac above Martinsburg and by a night march reached

Chambersburg at daylight. I left a part of my force on the

heights overlooking the valley and then entered the place.

I tried to assemble the burgesses or city council to submit

mv orders to them, none, not one, could be found. I then

posted notices on the court house door and other places,

and after waiting several hours the burning began, and
ended in the destruction of most of the place. This

matter has all been gone over many times, and the citizens

of Chambersburg have been paid their losses by the state

of Pennsylvania and the United States government. My
connection with the matter was that of an officer obeying

orders, and I did not then, nor have I since, ever discussed

the merits, or the demerits of the same. The affair at

Moorefield was caused by thesur]»rise of Johnson's brigade.

I had notice from my spy, Kuykendall, of Moorefield,

of the approach of Averell, and as far asl was concerned,

the necessary orders were issued to meet the case. These
orders were not executed, and there ends my responsi-

bility.

Any other matter pertaining to the case will be cheer-

fully given you. P^nclosed, find photo. It is of an older

man than I was in the war. Yours, etc.

(Signed) John McCausland
Grimes Ijanding, W. Va.

Feb. 17, 1892.

To J. J. Sutton,
Portsmouth, O.

McCausland's and Johnson's brigades never recovered

from the effects of the Moorefield affair. So said General
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Early in a report written to the rebel secretary of war
some time in the winter of ]8()4.

After the Moorefiekl affair, having retnrned to

Martinsburg, the regiment with the brigade under Colonel

Powell, was constantly in the saddle, enjoying spirited en-

gagements with the rebel cavalry under Imboden and

Vaughan. Averell's division soon learned how to handle

these forces, and although there was no severe fighting for

several days, it w'as a good school for the regiment, and

learned it many new lessons in the art of war. We had

been newly armed with the Spencer carbine, which was a

splendid cavalry arm, and capable of ra])id and accurate

firing. This new gun greatly surprised the enemy, and

some of the prisoners avowed that during our absence

from the valleys we had been loading,

A new era was inaugurated in the valley dating from

the 7th of August, when iNIajor General Philip H. Sheri-

dan assumed command. The presence of this commander

inspired all with new hope and courage. Hunter's forces

were badly scattered, and that general himself did not

know where to find the enemy. He had been so em-

barrassed by orders from Washington, moving him first

one way and then another, that he lost all trace of Early.

To afford a *'peep behind the scenes," as it were, of this

Washington interference with the army movements, the

following documents are given.

General Grant wrote General Halleck, August 1st, as

follows:

"I am sending General Sheridan for tem])orary duty,

whilst the enen)y is being expelled from the bor-

der. Unless General Hunter is in the field in

person, I want Sheridan put in command of all

the troops in the field, with instructions to put

himself south of the enemy, and follow him to the

death. Wherever the enem}'- goes, there let our troops go
also. Dnce started up the valley, they ought to be followed

until we get possession of the Virginia Central railroad.

If General Hunter is in the field, give Sheridan command
of the Sixth Corps, and the Cavalry Division. All the

cavalry will reach Washington in the course of to-morrow.

U. S. Grant.
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This letter was read by President Lincoln, and he

thereupon sent Grant the following remarkable dispatch:

Lieutenant General Grant;—I have seen your dis-

jiatch in whicli you say "I want Slieridau put in command
of all the troo})S in the field, with instructions to put him-
self south of the enemy, and follow him to the death/' etc.

This is, I think, exactly right as to how our forces should
move. But please look over the dispatches you may have
received from here, even since you made that order, and
discover if you can, that there is an idea in the head of any
one here putting our army south of the enemy, or of fol-

lowing him to the death in any diiection. I repeat to you
it will neither be done or attempted, unless you watch it

every day and hour, and force it. A. Lincoln.

Grant's reply was characteristic of the man. He an-

SMxred: "I start for Washington in two hours."

U. S. Grant.
The Lieutenant General came on to Monocacy with-

out even stopping at Washington, and himself directed the

army to move to Halltown, four miles above Harper's

Ferry, feeling sure that Early would soon be in front of

our troops moving south. General Hunter now asked to

be relieved from command. This was at once granted,

and General Grant telegraphed to Sheridan to report im-

mediately at jMonocacy. He came, and General Grant

met him at the little station, telling him what had been

done and what there was to do.

Sheridan, in a general order to his troops, assumed

command. I quote from one of our war historians; "Sher-

idan's first grand opportunity had come. He was about

thirty-two years old, and in command of 30,000 men, the

flower of our army. Included in this was 8,000 of the

finest cavalry in the world, under such commanders as

Averell, Torbett, Custer, Merritt and Gregg. Against him

was Early with an ecpial force, including Stonewall Jack-

son's veterans and Ivosscr's and Wickham's rebel cavalry.

The valley was a familiar battlefield to their forces, and

emiuently adapted to the offensive-defensive operations

which distinguished the entire history of Lee's

Virginia."
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On the morning of August 10th the march up the

valley was begun. Early was at, or near Winchester

Our army consisted of the Sixth Corps, the Nineteenth

Corps, Crook's Division of West Virginia infantry, and

Averell's, Torhett's and Wilson's divisions of cavalry,

which included such noted brigade commanders as Custer,

Devin, Merrit and Powell. As our army advanced, the

enemy fell back, and there was skirmishing only, until

Strasburg was reached, on the 13th. At this point word

was received from the capital that a rebel force was

marching through Culpepper county, with the evident in-

tention of striking our rear. The authorities at Washing-

ton become alarmed, and on the 15th sent a dispatch inform-

ing Sheridan of this new danger. This caused the new com-

mander to fall rapidly back tt^Halltown, and take a strong

position near that place, tlie regiment, with Averell's

division, occupying its old place near Martinsburg. Of

course the enemy followed, Shirmishing again commenced,

Bunker Hill being the scene of several brisk engagements.

On one of these occasions the Second AVest Virginia

drove the rebel cavalry beyond Bunker Hill, capturing a

rebel supply train. In this affair Comj^any G, Captain

Ankrom particularly distinguished itself by bringing off

the train and driving off the force that tried to recapture

it. The activity of Averell's division kept the confeder-

ates on the Martinsburg ]>ike, in a state of unrest. There

was a fight every day, and when the rebel cavalry—under

Imbodcn and Vaugn—attcmjited to stop Powell's brigade,

they would soon be scattered and chased, until infantry

and artillery, in large numbers, would be encountered.

On one of these occasions, a rebel force attempted to

stop our progress at Bunker Plill, and after they had been

dislodged from the four (^r five empty houses that com-

prised the place, they were chased toward Winchester,

until a battery of artillery began firing at long range.

The Second Virginia was marching in dt)uble column

near the pike. The rebel batteiy was throwing solid shot

into a piece of timber, near our right flank, and the men
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were carefully watching the course and eilect of the shot.

One ball cut the top out of a tree in our front, after which

it struck the ground, bounced like a gum ball, and richo-

cheted off down through a field. This ball cut such

antics, and looked so innocent, and harmless that a young
man who had only recently enlisted quickly jumped from

his horse, remarking, "watch me catch the daru thing,"

and actually started in pursuit of the deadly missile. The
shouts of derision that greeted his actions caused him to re-

mount his horse, looking for all the world like he had

made a fool of himself.

The division remained in this position until evening,

then returned to camp. This kind of warfare was kept

uj) until about the 15tli when the division under command
of General Averell drove everything before it to near Car-

ter's farm, where Kershaw's divisou of confederate infan-

try was encountered. The enemy was strongly ])osted, and

as a heavy rain was falling, and the fields being very soft

horses could not be ridden out of a walk. Under these

disadvantages, and after several attempts to break our line

had been made, the cavalry quietly withdrew. In the

action Lieutenant Boyd, of Company C, was killed. In

the war records General Early says that Averell became so

troublesome on the Martinsburg pike, that he detached

Kershaw and sent liini to strenghcn their force on that

road.



CHAPTER XV.

BATTLES OF WINCHESTER AND FISHER S HILL.

Sheritlan says, "Finding Early's liglit weakened, I

determined to go in and crnsli him." On the evening of

tha ISth we were informed by official orders that there

would be a general engagement on the morrow. This

news was received by tlie regiment with tlie greatest satis-

faction, for constant skirmishing without apparent result

was getting lo be monotonous, and we were quite willing

to settle the matter by whipping the enemy, or getting

whipped in the attempt.

The reading of orders telling of a battle "to-morrow"

was a new experience in our war life; and on that mem-
orable Sabbath evening, gathered about the bivouac fires,

the deliberate contemj)lation of "battle to-morrow" was not

unmixed with serious thoughts. The silent preparations

were made with many a heartache, many tender memories

of home and loved ones. It may be that a tear may steal

down the cheek of some old warrior as these recollections

i-owd ui);)n him. "Tha bravest are the tenderest, the lov-

ing are the true." How many will answer the next roll

call? As the night passes and the sentry ])aces his beat,

tlic camp-fires growing dim in the distance seem to him

jack-o-lanterns; his faithful horse shares his watch, while

these thoughts flit over his mind, until his quick ear de-

tects the approach of the relief guard, and his mind is freed

from the strain of the last hours. The younger soldier is

not troubled with tiiese thoughts, he does not think of con-
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sequences, as with flashing eye he pictures the conflict of

to-morrow. lie does not dreani of defeat; and as he sits

by the fire writing to some fair-haired Northern maiden,

his words tell of victory already won and he the sharer in

that victory.

It is not purposed to describe these Shenandoah bat-

tles in detail, but the narrative will be confined more par-

ticularly to the operations of the cavalry of which the regi-

ment was a part. The cavalry movements just now begin-

ning under Sheridan were so gigantic and so audacious

that they gave the world a new conception of such warfare.

The dash, vigor and boldness displayed at all times start-

led the Confederate commanders. They recognized " that

this was a ''new departure" and the abler ones saw that the

end was not far off. It would require the pen of a poet

and the brush of a painter, made red with the blasonrv of

battle, to describe the tone, color and movement of these

events. It is simply impossible. It is glorious to have

lived and participated in them.

At break of day, on Monday, the 19th of September,

t\\o advance began, and soon the little white puffs of smoke
jilainly told us that the skirmishers were at work. Near

Bunker Hill a considerablr body of cavalry, supported by

artillery, was encountered, l)ut th.ey were quickly driven

away. The boom of cannon to our left indicated that the

battle was on, and through that day, as the sounds grew

louder and nearer, we knew the enemy was disputing

every inch of the way. The fighting on our left was des-

perate, with charge and counter charge, until about 4

o'clock in the afternoon, when Crook, with his division of

West Virginia infantry and Torbett's cavalry, joined Av-
erell on the Union right, and boldly charged the rebel left.

An historian, speaking of this, says: "The sight was inspir-

iting, and at once the Union lines moved solidly forward on

the rebel right and center. The cavalry and Crook's in-

fantry repeatedly charged the retreating Confederates, fol-

lowing them to their fortified heights."

About the time Averell formed a junction with Tor-
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hott and Crook, a portion of the Second West Virginia

was sent a short distance to the left in a wood. Here they

ran into a brigade of rebel cavalry in line faced tlie other

way. The seven shooters were brought into play, the

enemy became panic; stricken, and was followed in Hank by

our little band, whicli, witii wild shouts of victory,

apparently drove them from the field. The regiment bore

an important part in the charge M'ith the brigade under

Colonel Powell, capturing eighty prisoners and two can-

non on Winchester Heights. In this rout, which sent

Early whirling uj) the valley, the regiment occupied the

right; and when crossing Winchester Heights in the

evening, we had a panoramic view of Early's panic stricken

army, pursued by our victorous troopers.

The night of the 19th the regiment cam})ed a few

miles to the south and west of Winchester,

The result of the battle is well known. Sheridan

captured 2,500 prisoners, nine battle flags and five pieces

of artillery. The enemy left 3,000 wounded in Win-
chester. Our loss was also heavy, the killed, wounded
and missing aggregating 4,500.

A. critic in writing of this battle, has said:
—"The

battle of the Opequan was fought with the precision of

clock work, and was the first one of the war in which

cavalry, artillery and infantry were all used concurrently

and to the best possible advantage, each according to its

own nature and traditions."

The overthrow of the enemy Avas absolute and com-

plete. The country was electrified, and the gloom which

had hung over it was dispelled as if by magic. Gold took

such a tumble as it had not received since the outbreak of

the rebellion, and from that time forth no one doui)ted the

triumph of our arms or the re-establishment of the Union.

Early on tire morning of the 20th the march was again

taken up, and soon the Second West Virginia was deployed

as skimisliers. The rebel cavalry was soon driven away,

and we were confronted by infantry skirmishers,who grad-

ually gave way all day.
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On the 21st the same taeties were lullowed, the enemy
making some bold stands, hut they were dislodged and
forced back. On this day, while our skirmishers had halt-

ed to receive ammunition, a red fox trotted along our front,

making for North mountain, but when firing again com-
menced, some trooper may have halted him with a shot

from his carbine.

On the morning of the 22d we dismounted and skirm-

ished as infantry, owing to the nature of the countrv.

About noon the Confederates had all been driven into their

works at Fisher's Hill, their left resting on Xorth Moun-
tain. Our skirmishers had worked their way to within

one hundred yards of the rebel works, and a desultorv

firing was kei)t up. Crook, with his inflmtry marched in

the rear of our line, and gained North Mountain. At 5 p.

m. this gallant commander charged the rebel left, doubling

up their line; then the infantry on our left charged, and
the entire rebel position was carried. Through this gaj)

made by Crook, Colonel Povv-ell, with the brigade, charged

the broken masses until nine o'clock at night. Many pris-

oners were taken in this chase. One thousand men and six-

teen guns were taken at Fisher's Hill. Sheridan's biogra-

])her says that all that saved Early's army from de-

stiucticn as an organization was the stubborn fight made
against Torbett at Milfojd, in th? Luray valley by the

confederate cavalry under General Wijkliani, who at Front

Royal the day before (Sept. 21st) had fought Wilson most

vigorously. On the 22d, Torbett was held in check all

day at Milford, finally at sundown, driving Wickiiam

before him. Both wjra splendid and well mitehed cavalrv

battles, in which the a 1 v. in tag _^ findly r.'stad with us, but
the stubborn fighting of thi confedi'rate troops saved their

army, nevertheless.

On Sapt. 23d, w'alle in the fae.M»f tlu' enemy, (J -n -ral

AvercU M-as relieved from his ei)mm'inJ, and f )r the gal-

lant conduct of the S.K'on 1 brigade. Colonel Powell wa<

assigned to the command of the Second Cavalry Division.

This was a responsible position for Colonel Powell, as-
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suniing command of so large a body ot mounted men and

in the face of the enemy. General Sheridan reposed great

confidence in Colonel Powell, and subsequently expressed

iiis satisfaction with the choice he had made. Colonel

Powell handled the division with good judgment, and for

this efficienc}' was finally commissioned as brigadier gener-

al of volunteers.

On the 24th, the pursuit was renewed, Powell's divis-

ion taking the back road several miles to the right of the

valley pike. About 9 o'clock in the morning a determined

body of rebel cavalry was found posted on a hill in a small

town, prepared to resist our advance. laeut. J. W, Rick-

er's squadron of the Second Virginia was sent forward,

and boldly charged the Confederates, taking them in flank,

and driving them upon their main column, capturing a

nainl)er of prisoners. The ground on the left of the road

admitted of mounted men riding at good speed, and while

the advance in the road time and again charged the rebel

rear, our little force rode along their column and poured a

withering fire into them at short range. This wild fight

was kept up all day, our enthusiastic pursuers not permitt-

ing them to form a line to protect their column; for every

time this was attempted, the flankers were there with a

deadly cross fire from their seven shooters. The whole

division was coming rapidly up, full of that electric fervor

of victorv which makes the soldier forget fatigue and hun-

ger, and making him to feel as if the world Mas akin to

his nuxxl, as the ])assion of victory with which he isanimat-

vi] beating in his breast with rythmic jubilance.

The main inftmtry force was camped near Harrison-

burg, the division under Powell continuing to Brown's

Gap, 0!i t'le 26th, and Meyer's cave on the 27th, where the

Confederate cavalry was encountered. Of this affair Gen-

eral Powell, in his ])aper on "Sheridan in the Shenandoah"

])ublishe(l in the Indianajwlis American Tribune, April 17,

1891, says: "The disjiosition ofmy line had but barely been

made and executed, w hen Gen. AVickham, commanding Fifth

Hugh Lee's cavalary, having move<l around the south end ot
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the Meyer's cave ridge, attacked my right, opening the en-

gagement with artillery. I immediately ordered I^ieut.

AVeir with a section of the oth U. S. Artillery to change

position, and bear upon the advancing line of the enemy

on my right. I then assumed command of my old regi-

ment, the Second West Virginia Cavalry, and by a vigor-

ous fire from my guns, skillfully and energetically execu-

ted by liieut. Weir, and a determined charge by the Sec-

ond Cavalry, that I must say here, never failed me in an

emergeney, Wickham's dashing cavalry were driven back

in confusion, utterly routed, and they did not again dis-

turb my right,"

The cavalry under Turbett went as far as Waynesboro

and on their return, laid waste the valley. The army then

quietly returned to Strasburg. Of this destruction iu the

valley. General Sheridan says: "In moving back to this

point, the whole country from the Blue Ridge to the North

]\Iountain was made untenable for a rebel army. I have

destroyed over two theusand barns filled with wheat, hay

and farming implements, and over seventy mills filled with

wheat and flour; have driven in front of this army ov^er

four thousand head of stock, and have killed aud issued to

the troops over three thousand sheep. Since I entered

the valley from Harper's Ferry, every train, every small

party, and every straggler has bei'u bush-whacked by

the people, many of whom have protection papers.

Lieutenant Meigs and his engineer were murdered

near Dayton. For this atrocious act all houses within an

area of five miles were burned."' Aljout the '25th or 2Gth,

Companies II and I, under command of Lieut. J. W.
Ilicker, were ordered to report to General Sheridan's

headquarters at Harrisonburg. Soon after arriving there

they were sent with the headquaiters signal corj)s to Mas-

sanutten Mountain, six miles east of Harrisonburg. The
signal corps established itself on a sj)ur of the mountain,

and with their pow'erful field glasses commanded a view- of

the valley for miles in nearly every direction. They sig-

naled to Sheridan's head(junrter,s, detailing all that came
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within scope of their observation. It was nearly two

miles from the base of the mountain to the top ; and while

the weather was warm in the valley, large fires were kept

burning on the top. The first duty performed, and that

after night, was to clear away the brush and timber so there

was an unobstructed view of General Sheridan's head-

quarters, six miles distant. The first dispatch signaled by

the torclies was, tliat near the base of the mountain, to the

east of us, there was a large camp of cavalry supposed to

hii Torbett, as his route had been up the Luray valley.

Tlie answer was returned "O. K." The next morning the

cavalry named broke camp early; but to our surprise they

went in tlie direction of Early's position, and proved to be

General NVickham with Fitz Hugh Lee's division of rebel

cavalry. The signal corps officers were very kind to us,

and fre<|nently allowed us to take a peep through the larece

field glasses. Water and provisions, had to be carried to

the mountain tf)p, which was very laborious. Tlie squad-

ron cain])ed near the base of the mountain, and as the

ct)untry was rich, they lived off the fat of the land. A
water ])ower mill containing plenty of wheat, and a fine

sweet potato patch were found near, by. These had been

left by General Early, and were promptly taken charge of

by the s(piadron. They operated the mill,—or rather

asked the miller to do so; they dug the sweet potatoes, ex-

changed flour for butter, eggs and honey and other com-

modities not usually found in the commissary. A few of

the boys were seen carrying their canteens, and otherwise

guarvling (licin carefully. To the unitiated this did not

mean anything, but to the knowing it told its own story.

There was ajiple jack in the country. This ai-ticle was

always reiirarded as a contraband of war. From the signal

station they had a grand panoramic view of the de-

struction of the barns, granaries and mills of the valley.

About the Hth of October the squadron was withdrawn

from the nioutain, and ordered to report to General Tor-

bett's headquarters, near Harrisonburg. The order Mas

received late in the evening^, so that when thev arrived
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tliero, the general and ntaff had retired. An orderly re-

ported their presence to the general, who directed them to

tie up and camp until morning. They were ris/lit in the

midst of the army, and after some delay found a resting phice

near General Crook's headquarters. The next moruingtluy
drew rations and forage, and, as Colonel Powell had gone
down the Luray valley, they were expected to join the di-

vision. However, they were held in camp until about ten

o'clock, when Lieutenant Ricker received orders to proceed

down the valley pike with the squadron as escort to eight

or ten ambulances containing two U. S. paymasters, a

member of Congress from Michigan, an eastern newspaper
correspondent, General Custer's adjutant general, and a few

other officers, in all about twenty persons, on their way to

Martinsburg. The lieutenant's orders were to proceed

down the valley pike, and not to permit himself to be

drawn off the road by any demonstrations of the enemy,
but to proceed rapidly until a train under escort of a divi-

sion of infantry which had left camp in the morning, was

overtaken, then to turn the ambulances over to them and
join the division in the Luray valley. It was expected

they would overtake the train by two or three o'clock. The
little band, numbering about sixty carbines, with their

charge, left camp about 10:30 a. m. Soon after passing

the union pickets, squads of the enemy were observed on

both flanks, but it was well known that the country below

was alive with rebel forces under Mosby and McXeal. The
object of the enemy seemed to be to make demonstration

with only a few men to induce them to leave the road with

a part of their force, when they hoped to stampede the

rest and capture the wagons at least. At the little town of

Edinburg a citizen told them that the train was just aliead

when the fact was the train was more than twelve miles away.

One of the men noticed an old colored man, apparently con-

cealed behind a house, making motions as if to attract at-

tention. The trooper went up to him, and learned that

the enemy were all around there, that they had destroyed a

small bridge north of town after the train had passed, and
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that they would have to make a considerable detour to the

west to cross the stream. In making this crossing they

were confronted by a force of rebel cavalry nearly twice

their number, but our boys kept a solid line, with carbines

in position, and beyond a few shots fired by the foe, there

was no disposition shown to attack them. When they

finally regained the pike, their course seemed clearer. It

was now after 5 o'clock, and the train was still far ahead.

In this way they kept on until dark, when all dis-

tinctly heard the rattle of the train on the stony pike

ahead, and from every elevation in the road expected to

see the camp fires of the infantry, or at lca?t find their

pickets. So certain were they as the noise indicated that

the train was just ahead, that they somewhat relaxed their

vigilance, and relieved from the anxiety of the afternoon

were chatting and laughing and congratulating themselves

on their escape. From the ambulances came tones

of good cheer, as in the darkness they ])ursued their way.

At last, from the top of a little hill in front came the

the welcome and expected challenge "halt, who comes
there." "Friends." Advance one." Corporal George
A. Stewart went forward to satisfy the picket as

to who they were. The rest of the party properly re-

mained where they Avere, awaiting the signal "Come on!"

Just as they were getting impatient at the delay, the wel-

come summons was borne on the night air in clear and

loud tones, "All right, come ahead." As the little band

nearedthe top of the hill where the picket was supposed to

be, a heavy fire was poured into their column from an am-
buscade scarcely twenty paces away. It was very dark,

and the flash of the enemy's guns seemed right at rheir feet.

Fortunately, their aim was too low, for not a man \yas

touched, and only two horses were killed. The persons in

the anibulanc!.' hastily sought shelter behind some stone by

the roadside. Quickly recovering from a momentary sur-

prise, the escort ()j)ened fire on the now rcti-eating rebels,

shouting to them, calling them hnsliwliaclu'rs and cowards.

Stewart afterward told how the two rebels that had hold of
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him said, "Run faster, Yank, or the last one of us will be

killed." The corporal said that for once in his life the

whiz of bullets was a welcome sound to him, for he had

the pleasure of seeing the discomfiture of his captors.

It was near 10 o'clock when they came up with the

train where it had gone into camp. The officers in the

ambulances were overjoyed at the happy termination of

the lively adventure.

After some thrilling experiences, Stewart finally es-

caped from his ea))tors, and made his way to Winchester,

six days after. He informed us that the officer command-
ing the enemy and three men were killed.

The colonel, commanding the infantry, backed up by

the officers they had been escorting, prevailed upon Li(ni-

tenant Ricker to accompany the train to Winchester. The

squadron deployed on the flanks of the infantry as skirm-

ishers, and proceeded in this manner to Fisher's Hill.

The commanding officer at Winchester ordered the squadron

on to Martinsburg with the officers under escort. While

in this place they drew clothing, of which the entire

command was in sore need.

The squadron started for Front Royal, where the di-

vision was camped, about the lOtli of October. The dis-

tance from ]\Iartinsburg to Winchester is twenty-four miles

;

and that morning the weather was very cold. They were

accompanied by about an equal number of infantry, and

on account of the cold the troopers invited them to ride

their horses, they preferring to ualk. The footmen weie

much pleased with the change, it being new to them, and

they sat on the horses until they became numbed with

cold. They reminded us of the story of the boy on horse-

back whom a stranger met, and observing that the boy was

very cold, asked him why he did not walk and warm him-

self. To this inquiry the boy replied, "Stranger, this is a

b-b-borrowed horse, and I'll ride him if I f-f-freeze."

At that time the election for state officers in Ohio was

held on the second Tuesday in October, and a law had

been passed permitting soldier voters in the field to cast
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their ballots. The squadron proceeded to Ceder Creek,

arid exercised the right of suflrage by voting at the polls

of the 36th O. Y. I. They then joined the division at

Front Royal.

Picketing, scouting and foraging kept the regiment

quite busy. A strong line of videttes had to be kept in

front, and it -was common to see rebel troopers come in

sight, take a look at the situation of the outposts, and

then retire.

On one occasion a detail of about six hundred from

the division under command of an officer of the Second

Virginia, went out on a four day's picket duty. Colonel

Powell had sent word to this officer that all citizens from

whom property of any kind had been taken for use of the

army were entitl(>d to a hearing in their own behalf. Dur-
ing the time mentioned Major Morgan had gone out with

a large foraging pai'ty of the regiment. It is said that a

good soldier will make a "good forager," implying that a

good soldier knows where foraging leaves off and pillage

begins. The major belonged to this class, for when he

came into camp he was laden with everything eatable,

from a potato to a beef, and following in his wake were all

kinds of citizens, from the butternut clad mountaineer to

the lady in her carriage. To the officer on picket they all be-

gan to pour out their tale of woe, and that officer was so

torn with emotion between pity and duty, that he sent the

entire party to Colonel Powell. The Colonel was so im-

pressed by their appeals that thereafter officers command-
ing such expeditions were given authority to pass upon

l^leas for compensation.

Thus the time passed until the 18th of October. At
this time the division occupied a strong position on a low-

ridge overlooking the plain in front, and the town of Front

Royal. On our right the ground was quite rough, and

covered with a heavy growth ( f small timber, thick with

underbrush. AMiile the division remained at Front Royal

the rebel cavalry occu])ied a jjosition at Milford. They
were constantly driven from their camps and kei)t in a
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state of unrest. Between the position of our right, and the
Icftof the inflmtry at Cedar Creek, for several miles, no
troojJSAvere placed. Before Sheridan left for Washington
on the 17th, he directed that a junction be formed between
these commands. For some reason this was not done. In
this gap the confederates made theii attack.



CHAPTER XVI.

battlp: of cedar creek.

Early on the morniug of the 19th we listened to the

noise of battle on our right, and some time after daylight

our pickets were drawn in, as the increasing noise of battle

clearly indicated that our army was falling back. Later in

the morning the enemy appeared in our front, but did not

make any attempt to attack. The division, or most of it,

now marched in the direction of Newtown, and arrived on

the Valley ])ike just as General Sheridan passed on his

way from Winchester. We witnessed the aiovements of

the cavalry under Merritt and Custer, but was not called

into action there, but just before the final charge that won

the battle of Cedar Creek, we advanced in the direction of

Front Royal, driving the rebel cavalry under Lomax, and

carajDing in our old position that night. While the divis-

ion was only slightly engaged in this battle, yet the Con-

federates had anticijmted throwing a force in the rear of

our army by the Front Royal road, and the bold stand

taken and maintained by Colonel Powell prevented the

carrying out of their plans. Eor this generalship, and the

gallantry displayed by Colonel Powell successively as reg-

imental, brigade, and division commander, he M'as pro-

moted to the position of Brigadier General of A^olunteers.

In this promotion the regiment took a pride, and felt,

instinctively, that all had a share in the glittering *'star" that

adorned the shoulders of the old captain of Co. B. As

so much has been written and said about the battle of Cedar

Creek, I have selected a few sketches from facts already
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published. The following interview with John B. Gor-

don, a Confederate general, was iniblished in the Boston

Globe in 1888. In response to the remark that had his

(Gordon's) suggestions been carried out by Early, even

Sheridan could not have "saved the dav" on that memora-

ble 19th of October, 18(34, at Cedar Creek, the ex-Confed-

erate General said, after remarking that he was a corps

commander under Early : "Yes, the plan was mine wholly,

and so was the conduct of the fight up to a certain point.

If my plan had been carried out there would never have

been any 'Sheridan's Ride.'

"^A^e felt the vast importance of success and started in

to win it. AVe had good men, and in most respects we
were well organized and equipped. In the Shenandoah

Valley we were among as good friends as the southern

cause could boast.

"We swept down the valley and whipped Lew Wallace

on the Monocacy, and were only a little too late for captur-

ing Washington, while a great career seemed opened to our

army. As we moved off from Washington two splendid

corps were immediately put under Sheridan. We had a

good deal of confidence in ourselves, with a clear field, and

the army was in good spirits. Across the Potomac we
stopped to rest and to gather forage and food. We also did

some recruiting. Sheridan attacked us at AVinchester, and

we were routed. It was the first battle in the valley. In-

deed, before that we had not even had a check of any

kind, having been able to live off the country, and even to

forward supplies to Richmond.

"When Sheridan came up the valley our troops were

very much scattered. This, of course, because it was

more convenient to feed them in that way, and we had not

gotten well in line when we were plunged into the midst

of battle. The federal assault was confident and impet-

uous, especially that of the Nineteenth corps, and we were

in no condition to resist it. One division after another

broke, and when the sun went down on the evening of the

19th of September, the federal victory was complete. We
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had been beaten in detail. The attack was too sndden to

enable us to consolidate our forces and use them to the

best advantage, and we were shattered and demoralized.

"Dejected and broken we marched down the valley to

Fisher's Hill, where we had a very strong position. There

^ye stopped and recruited, and tried to repair the damage

which had been done. Our soldiers were very much dis-

heartened, however. The transformation from a hopeful

and advancing army to a beaten and retreating one, was too

great. Three days later we were again attacked in our

position and again defeated.

"For nearly a month there was a respite, and then

came Csdar Creek. For the time being we won one of the

greatest victories of the war. Every detail of the move-

ment was carefully planned, and for twelve hours it was

supremely successful. I had gone the day before, October

18th, to the top of what is called Massanutten Mountain,

where we had a signal corps stationed, and had taken ob-

servations through tiie field-glasses. There was a magnifi-

cent bird's eye view. The Shenandoah was the silver bar

between us. On the opposite side of the river I could dis-

tinctly see the red-cuffs of the artillerists. Why, I had so

good a view that I could see the sore spots on the horses'

backs in your camp. In front of Belle Grove Mansion I

could see members of Sheridan's staft coming and goinc. I

could not imagine a better opportunity for making out an

enemy's position and strength. I could even count the

men who were there. The camp was splendidly exposed

to me. I marked the position of the guards and the pick-

ets walking to and fro, and observed where the cavalry

was placed.

"It flashed upon me instantly that General Sheridan

expected that we would attack him on his right, which was

the only place supposed possible for the advance of an

army. Ilis left was protected by the Shenandoah at this

point and the river ran around it. There was no road at

all, and the point was guarded only by a mere cavalry

picket.
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"I saw our opportunity in an instant, and I told the

officer present that if General Early would permit me lo

move my corps (I was then commandinfr Ewell's corps)

down to this ]V)int, I could ^ot aronrd the moun-
tain. Both sides believed tliis was impossible, but
I felt sure that it could be done. My plan was to dis-

mount our cavalry, attack Sheridan's cavalry when dis-

mounted, and keep them from moving. I knew if we
could do this, we would gain a great victorv.

"None of my brother officers at first had any confidence
in the plan. AVlien I was on Massanutten, the members
of General Early's staff who were with me ^vere utterly

incredulous. I told them that if I was allowed to carrv
out my plan we could annihilate Sheridan's army, and
drive him p^dl-mell out of the valley, and raise the spirits

of our peoj)le beyond measure.

"There was a back road running from our position on
Eisher's Hill to the Eederal right, where the cavalry was
posted. I expected to deceive the Federals by Lomax's
attack. It would be dark still, and they could not distin-

guish our dismounted cavalry from infanty, and would be-

lieve that our main attack was there on their right. This
would leave us free to operate their left.

"General Early acted ])rom])tly after he understood the

])roject. The plan was submitted, talked over, and finally

substantially agreed upon. 1 took my command, having
ordered them to leave their canteens, sabre?, and every-

thing that could make a noise behind. I knew that our
only dependence was in absolute secrecy and in a complete
surprise. After inspecting things with my staff I found I

could get my men around the mountain bv ])uttin'j- them
in single file. I discovered still another place where the

horses could be led, although the venture would be exceed-
ingly dangerous. Still the ex])edition was one of great
])eril, and more or less danger was of little consc(juence.

"Sharp men often leave a loop-hole; and as Sheridan
or Wright, of the Sixth corj)s, who Mas in actual command,
had never througli their scouts discovered tiiis narrow
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country road, or did not deem it ])0,ssible to move an army
by it, we were left to complete our surprise unmolested. The
event was takiuj; things as they were, not only possible but

actual, and we did what none of your people dreamed of

as possible. Early in the ni<^ht I began to move mv men
around the mountain. My object was to have them all

ready for an attack l)efore daylight in the mornino-. The
movement took all night. All through the hours of dark-

ness the silent figures moved to their positions near the

sleeping enemy. An entire brigade of cavalry was moved
in this way, and reached the point in about one and a half

hours iu advance of the men. I instructed the cavalry

that as soon as I got ready to move they were to ])roceed

in my front, rush across the river, open on the cavalry

]>ickets, and capture them if possible. If they could not

do tiiis, they were to put their horses to full speed, ride

right through the federal camp, firing their pistols to the

I'ight and to the left as they passed through, and make
directly for Sheridan's headquarters and capture him.

"At that time I did not know that Sheridan was absent

and Wright in command. I had selected his house from

the flags which floated from it and the couriers wlio were

constantly going iu and out. My orders were: 'Go right

through the Federal camp with your command before day-

light and directly to General Sheridan's headquarters.

Capture him.' I told them not to take any prisoners, not

to mind anything, but every mounted man was to press

toward Belle Grove. We, with the in.^antry, would take

care of what was behind. I knew very well that the little

lighting or capturing they could do would be of little ac-

count compared with the prize they were expected to get.

"My signal was obeyed exactly. On the morning of

of the 19th, just about daylight, we fired three or four

shots. Away the Federal pickets went, with our cavalry

brigade after them. I rushed across, wading the river

with my whole corps of infantry. We went with a rush

and double-quick. Before starting 1 had selected the

house on the road at which the head of my column should, .
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stop. It was a white house at the turn of the road, farther

clown toward the river, aud was on the flank of the enemy's

line. As soon as I got there I was in position, and I had

nothing to do but to close uj) in front and move.

Dashing forward with one brigade, we plunged into the

enemy's camp and found the men asleep. Many of them

never awoke in this world. We went right through them

and shot every one in sight. The cavalry had reached

head-quarters and General Wright barely escajied, leaving

his papers behind him, and they fell into our hands. Wc
killed and wounded between seven and eight thousand of

the panic-stricken Federals and broke two corps entirelv

to pieces. The loss in my command was only about two

hundred. By sunrise we occuj)ied the breast-works. Tlie

enemy's cavalry was compelled to retreat before Rosser,

although supei'ior in numbers. We did not press our ad-

vance. The enemy still had the Sixth Corps in reserve,

but we drove it back and captured a few of its ])ieces.

That was a complete victory.

"To show that this was true, let me remind )-ou that the

eighth corps was scattered to the winds. The Nineteenth

Corps, after hard fighting, was routed and driven entirely

out of their works, and we had possession of the entire

Federal position except a part of that held by the Sixth

Corps. This corps had filed out by the left toward the

pike, and we had driven them back and forced them to a

ridge just west of Middletown. We had the pike away

along up to the edge of INIiddletown, and our jxtsition was

admirable every way.

"What was the real cause of the halt in our progres,??

There has been a great deal of misunderstanding on this

jioint. I saw that the enemy had a strong position,

but that it was the last one thoy could h(^ld.

We had one of the finest jiositions for porting artillery I

ever saw, right on the highest point of the j)ike south

of Middletown, and east and above Sheridan's luad-

quarters. I called for Colonel Carter, the chief of artil-

lery, and wanted thirty guns planted right there, and we
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would have batcercd that federal line all tu pieces, de-

moralized an already beaten army, and sent it in utter

panic down the valley. liet me tell you the real cause of

our failure to get the artillery effectually at work. We
did get a few guns—enough to break the line—but herein

comes the lamentable feature of that day's business. You
know that Early says that the final defeat was caused by

the demoralization of his own men in plundering the feder-

al camp and of gorging on sutler's supplies there

captured. There isn't a word of truth in it. There never

was less straggling or plundering among any troops than

there was among ours that morning. I had them well in

hand, and had issued the strictest orders that any soldier

falling out for plunder should be shot instantly.

"That whole statement is false. The real trouble was

here. I was making every effort to get a mass of artillery

in position when General Early rode up. Pie was wild

with joy. I exclaimed, General Early, give me thirty

pieces of artillery right here and we will destroy that

army and send its fragments over thj Potomac. I knew
the supreme moment had come.

" 'No, no,' he said. 'We've won a great victory ; we've

done enough for one day ; we will stoj) here.'

"But, I said, let us finish the job. It it true we

have won a great victory ; let us comj)lete it. We can do

it in an hour, and so destroy that army that it will never

show its head in the valley again.

"But General Early said no ; that the men had seen

fighting enough, and that we had won glory enough for one

day.

"Very well, sir, I replied, then I will return to my
commaiKl.

"Until then I had entire charge of the movements on

the right. I did return to my corj)s, and General Early

carried on the battle. AVe followed up the Eederals as

thev retreated. Our men were too much elated with their

victory." As to l^arlv's own conduct on the field, (general





SHERIDAN'S RIDE.

"But there is a road from Winchester town,
A good broad highway leading down

;

And there through the flush of the morning Ught,
A steed as black as the steeds of night
Was seen to pass, as with eagle flight.
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Gordon permitted himself to say nothing. He deserihes

himscif vividly how the battle changed:

"Everybody knows about how SluM-idan reached the

field in the nick of time, and how he came thundering

down from Winchester. He found his men scattered along

the road in terror-stricken confusion, and he compelled

them to turn about and follow him. He was a furv on

horseback, dashing here and there among the firing

soldiers and boating them back to the field of

death which they had (juitted. Meanwhile, the

men who were retreating from the front had been

brought to some sort of order. Then followed one of

the most extraordinary reversals in the history of any war.

As soon as Sheridan reached the field he reformed his lines

and practiced upon us ])recisely the same movement which

had demoralized his own forces in the morning. He just

moved around our flank, swept down it and whijiped us

out of existence. He broke our line all to fragments, and

routed the whole army most absolutely. It was as thor-

ough a defeat as I evor saw. The day had dawned upon

victory and exultation. It closed ujion utter disas-

ter and dejection. Two distinct battles had been

fought, and in the last we lost all we had gained in the

first one, and all that we had before. The reaction was

dramatic in its suddenness and completeness, and when we
left the fied that evening, the Confederacy had retired from

the Shenandoah. It was our last real fight in the valley."

In regard to the number killed and wounded on the

Union side, General Gordon overstates the facts. In the

four battles we fought and won our loss was, killed 1938,

wounded 1
1 ,803, missing 3121, total 16,952. These figures

include all skirmishes and cavalry fights during a j)oriod

of seven months. General Sheridan's historian says:

"General Gordon's statement is, hoivever, a most note-

worthy one. The character of its author is a clear guar-

antee of its truthfulness, so far as ho was able to know th(>

facts in their completeness."

The roster of the Confederate arniv uinler Gen. Early
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on the 30tli of Sept 1864 was composed of five divisions of

infantry, (!omprising eighteen brigades of ninety -seven reg-

iments; fifteen batteries of artillery; two divisions of cavalry

composed of seven brigades, re])resenting thirty regiments.

Wickham's brigade of Lee's division of cavalry was

com]>osed of the First Virginia, Colonel Carter; Second

A-^irginia. Colonel INIumford; Third Virginia, Colonel

Owen; Fourth Virginia, Colonel Payne.

Sheridan's ride which is here appended was composed

nnkn- the following circumstances: There was to be a

gatiiei'ing at Pike's opera house in Cincinnati, Ohio, soon

after the battle of Cedar Creek, in honor of the union vic-

tories, and a reception to James C. Murdock, who had

helped the "Soldier's Aid Society" in raising funds.

Murdock asked T. Buchanan Read to write something on

the battle of Cedar Creek that he might read it that night.

The famous poem was written in less than five hours and

read by the great dramatist that night, with the effect of

raising such a storm of enthusiasm as had never been seen

in this country.

SHERIDAN'S RIDE.

IT)) from the South at break of day,

Rringinii' to Winchester fresh dismay,

Tlie aifrigiitcd air with a shudder bore.

Like a herald in haste, to the chieftain's door.

The terrible grumble and rumble, and roar.

Telling the battle was on once more,

And Sheridiui txyenty miles a\yay.

And wider still the billows of war
Thundered along the horizon's bar;

And louder yet into Winchester rolled

The roar of that red sea uncontrolled,

Making the blood of the listener cold,

As he thought of the stake in the fiery fi'ay

And Sheridan (wcntv miles away.
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But there is a road from Winchester town,
A good, broad hioliway leading down;
And there, through the flush of the morning light,

A steed as black as the steeds of night,

AVas seen to pass, as with eagle flight,

As if he knew the terrible need;

He stretched away with his utmost sj^eed;

Hills rose and fell; but his heart was gay
With Sheridan fifteen miles awav.

Still sprung from those swift hoofs thundering south,
The dust like smoke from the cannon's mouth;
Or the trail of a comet, sweeping faster and faster,

Foreboding to traitors the doom of disaster.

The heart of the steed, and the heart of the master,
Were beating like prisoners assaulting their walls,

Impatient to be where the battle-field calls;

Every nerve of the charger was strained to full play
With Sheridan only ten miles away.

Under his spurning foot the road

Like an arrowy Alpine river flowed,

And the landscape sjied away behind
Like an ocean flying before the wind.
And the steed like a bark fed Mith furnace ire,

Swept on, with his wild eye full of fire.

But lo ! he is uearing his heart's desire;

He is snuffing the smoke of the roaring frav,

With Sheridan only five miles away.

The first that the general saw were the groups
Of stragglers, and then the retreating troo])s.

What M'as done? what to do? a glance told him both-
Then striking his spurs, Avith a terrible oath,

He dashed down the line tnid a storm of huzzas,
And the wave of retreat checked its course there, because
The sight of the master compelled it to jiause.

With foam and with dust the black charger was gray;

By the flash of his eye, and his red nostri's' plav.
He seemed to the whole great army to sav,

"I've brought you Sheridan all the way
From Winchester down to save the day."
Hurrah ! hurrah ! for Sheridan
Hurrah ! hurrah ! for hoi-sc and man.
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And when their statutes are placed on high,

UikKt the dome of the Union sky,

The American soldiers' temple of fame;

Be it said, in letters both bold and bright;

Here is the steed that saved the day,

By carrying Sheridan into the fight.

From Winchester twenty miles away."

The battle of Cedar Creek ended infantry campaign-

ing in the valley, but the cavalry were very active. There

is a marvelous fascination in the life of the cavalryman.

The wondrous activity, the ceaseless daring, the con-

stant danger, the perpetual adventure, the well known

companionship of man and horse, the exliilarating experi-

ence of open air life,—all combined to give the cavalry-

man's life a keener zest in the administration of an army.

The "tented field" soon became a myth to the soldier on

horseback. We might or might not carry the useful "dog

tent," but all he wanted was easily carried on his horse.

The call to "boot and saddle" found them always ready,

and the clear resonant notes of the "charge" tightened

every rein, steeled every nerve, and made every man and

hoise i)art of a terrible machine of war, and yet an in-

dividuality that was full of character and freedom.

Whatever despondency had ever been felt by otiier

portions of the army, there never was a day till the war

ended when Sheridan's cavalry did not go forth cheerfnlly,

even gaily, to its appointed tasks. The boom of the

enemy's artillery, the stirring notes of the bugle's "to

horse," w.Te sufficient in themselves to bring forth cheers

from the ranks. This doubtless, was due to the unflinch-

ing courage, the watchful care, and the cheerful alacrity,

w'.iieh characterizd the movements of General Sheridan.

lie was the prince of commanders, and won his way at

once to the hearts of his troopers.

Sconti ng was kept up for a month, several minor en-

gigements occurring with a ])ortion of Mosby's force and

fiO nax's cavalry. This latter officer made a reconnais-

ancj toward Front Royel about October 26th, but Colonel

Fitwell with the 2nd A^irginia and detachments of the 1st
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and ord chased Lomax to Milwood, capturing a lew

prisoners.

Ou the day of the presidential election, in 18G4, the

regiment left camp near Front Royal for Martinshur^.

The term of service of the three years men, wlio had n(»t

re-enlisted, having expired, they were to be muotered

out. While enroute the command halted near Winchester,

the poles were opened, and the voters again exercised the

right of suffrage. A special act of congress provided

for this manner of holding elections. Judges were aj)-

pointed and the returns were sent to the respective coun-

ties where the voters resided. After the election the regi-

ment proceeded to Martinsburg, and established camp

southeast of the place. As soon thereafter as practicable,

two hundred and forty officers and men left for Wheeling,

West Virginia; where, about the first of December, 1864,

they were regularly mustered out of the service. While

in camp at this place, a new company, numbering sixty-two

men from Jackson county, Ohio, joined the regiment, and

were assigned to duty as Co. M. This letter M was only

used a few days nntil the reorganization. Captain Gilmore's

com])any served with the regiment as Company L from

July 1863 to August 1864, when they were mustered out;

only eleven men of the company re-enlisting. The total

enlistments in the regiment during the war were as follows:

1861, or the original enlistments, 8G'2 men; 1862, 70 men;

1863, 118; 1864, 171 men, including the new company.

This makes a total of 1221 men. At the time of reorganiz-

ation the losses by deaths, discharges and desertions

amounted to about 600 men, leaving an effective force in

the rcffiment of near 500. The command was now consoli-

dated into seven companies as follows: Company A, Capt.

Alberto Campbell; Company 1>, was composed of B and I

with Captain Will S. Merrill; Company C was composed

of C and H, with Ca])tain E. E. Wilson; Company D, Cap-

tain John McNally; Company E, Captain Joseph Ankrom;

was composed of Companies G and K; Company F, Cap-

tain, Henry F. Swentzel; Company G, Captain, Jasper A.
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Smith, was composed of the new Company M. Other

transfers had been made, but the above constitutes the

principal changes. The field and staff were as follows

:

James Allen, Lieutenant Colonel, who so ably commanded
the regiment until the final muster out; Edwin S. Morgan,

Major; Adjutant, Abijah B. Farmer. The lieutenants of

the companies under this new deal were: Company A,

Elihu D. Robinson and Emerson McMillin; Company B,

Edwin A. Bosser and Martin Kramer; Company C,

Abijah B. Farmer (acting Adjutant) and George Freeman;

Company D, Samuel McVey and W. S. McClanahan;

Company E, James W. Hicks and John M. Corns; Com-
pany F, Charles C. Clise and Elisha T. Fisher; Company
G, Milton McMillin and Wm. J. Kirkendall.

About this time General Powell left the service. His

military career had been a most creditable one, having

served in all the giades from caj^tain to general; as captain

of Company B, from the 8th of November 1861, to Au-
gust 19th, 1862; as major until December 5th, 1862; as

lieutenant colonel until May 18th, 1863; as colonel and

brigade and division commander until October 19th,

1864; as brigadier general until the foregoing muster

out. General Powell is now living at Belleville, Ill-

inois. Since the war he has written a number of valuable

v.'ar articles, and in no instance has he ever forgotten to

honorably mention his own regiment.

While under his care the regiment had attained a pro-

ficiency and effectiveness that was second to none. Among
the records of West Virginia troops appears the following:

—''No regiment in the service from any state has per-

formed more arduous duty than the Second Regiment of

West Virginia Cavalry, and none have better deserved the

compliments and praise it has received."

All this must have been exceedingly gratifying to the

general, who had led the command in its most trying times;

and it was iiitcnsely gratifying to the rank and file of the

regiment, who, soon after, wliile serving under that prince

of cavalry Uaders, Geneial Pit i lip II. Sheiidan, saw that
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their old colonel had been justly honored with the star t)f

a brigadier general, thus proving the possibiiilie.s of the

American citizen soldier.

After the completion of the re-organization the regi-

ment repaired to a ])osition u few mile.s north-east of Win-

chester, and with the brigade established winter quarters

in what was known as Camp Averell. Very comfortable

log houses were built and cov^ered with the ever useful

"door tent." The bodies of stables were also built but

were not covered, owing, probably, to the lack of the

proper material. The portion of the winter spent here was

v^ery pleasant to the troopers. The ground was covered

with a deep snow which was more preferable than the mad

we had been used to in the Kanawha Valley. The canp

was established in an open w^ood, so that fuel was easily

obtained. A soldier is naturally an inventive genius, but

this is owing to the fact of sf) many persons being togethsr,

and the necessities likely to arise cause their miiuls to d;;-

vise various ways to help themselves out of seeming ditli-

cnlties. To exemplify this : While in quarters here a set

of harness was improvised as follows: A half blanket

was passed over the back of a horse, another pieet, around

his breast, held in place by the "back piece/' made a very

good substitute for a collar; and to this ropes were tied for

tugs. With this arrangement a horse could pull a very

good load of wood. Sometimes this ^would be placed on a

horse that had never been learned to work, but this was

only fun for the boys. Another thing that perhaps may

not be generally known was the soldier's way of clearing a

chicken of its feathers when they have no boiling water at

hand: AVring the fowl's head off over a stream of water,

letting it drop into the water, and what feathers it does

not kick off can be easily removed. In this connection I

will describe what constituted a "ration." A ration is the

established daily allowance of food for one person. For

the U. S. army it was composed as follows : Twelve

ounces of pork or bacon, or one pound and four ounces of

salt or fresh beef; one pound and six ounces of soft bread
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or flour, or one pound of hard bread, or one pound and

four ounces of meal ; and to every one hundred rations,

fifteen pounds of beans or peas, and ten pounds of rice or

hominy ; ten pounds of green coffee, or eight pounds of

roasted or roasted and ground coffee, or one pound and

eight ounces of tea ; fifteen pounds of sugar ; four quarts

of vinegar ; one pound and four ounces of adamantine, or

star candles; four pounds of soap; three pounds and

twelve ounces of salt; four ounces of pepper; thirty pounds

of potatoes when practicable, and one quart of molasses.

Dessicated compressed potatoes, or dessicated compressed

mixed vegetables, at the rate of one ounce and a half of the

former and one ounce of the latter to the ration, may be

substituted for beans, peas, rice, hominy or fresh potatoes.

The forage ration was fourteen pounds of hay and twelve

pounds of corn, oats or barley. A full ration was more

than an ordinary man could eat. There was but one known
exception to this rule in the regiment, and that person is

still living. If he should read this sentence it is hoped he

will recognize himself. AVhile in camp here the good peo-

ple of New York City sent a large consignment of turkeys

and chickens to General Sheridan's army, as a gift for a

thanksgiving dinner. Although our style of cooking

these delicacies was not such as might have been done at

our homes, yet the camp kettles and mess pans enabled us

to cook the fowls in such a manner as to afford an enjoya-

ble meal, and I am sure it tasted better and sweeter because

they were the gifts of our los'ing friends of the north. It

is hardly proper to call the above article delicacy, for the

taste of the delicate flesh of the barnyard fowls were not

entirely unknown to the average cavalryman, for on many
of the little scouts of the horsemen, while in (he valley,

the shrill notes of the chanticleer or the warning voice of

the mother hen have been suddenly hushed, and on return-

ing to camp the mess-pans and cainp-kcf ties were again

called into special service. During the month of Decem-

ber, while in Camp Averell, the tr<)()j)crs did not remain

idle, but^were constantly on tlie move, picketing and scout-
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ing. Much of the latter was ])erfornK'(l diiriut;" the night

time. Some of these little forays often bordered on

the romantic and the tragic. The surroundings and

conditions of these night marches will never fade from the

memory of the living i^articipants. The pale moon, east-

ing its bright silvery rays over the surrounding mountains

and valleys, sparkling and shimmering on the snow cov-

ered earth; the crisp, frost-laden air; the silent troopers

with poised carbines or pistols; the steady jingle of the

srbres; the grinding sound of the horses feet in the frozen

snow; the farm houses, standing like sentinels, dark and

silent, all combined to impress upon us a feeling of awe.

These surroundings would hardly indicate that the

little baud pursuing these lonely marches was on other

missions than those of love and mercy. And yet, while

these thoughts are in the troopers minds, the snow, now so

white and beautiful, may soon be crimsoned with the life-

blood of some boy in blue. In that country, every tree

might conceal an enemy, and even the innocent children

were taught to hate ns. This winter in the Shenandoah

Valley was a delightful one to ns, and all enjoyed the best

of health and spirits. The entire command was placed in

the best possible condition, the horses were improving so

that they would be able to enduie the hardships of asev'ere

campaign.

About the 18th of December General Torbert with

5,000 cavalry, including our own brigade, started on an

expedition through Upshur, Culpepper and Madison coun-

ties to the Rapidan river. The object of the expedition

w^as never quite clear to us. On this march the regiment

experienced some thrilling times, but no engagement of

consequence took place. Major Farribee, of the First

Virginia, with a portion of the brigade, destroyed a bridj^e

over the Ilapidan river. The country through Culpep))er

and Madison counties consists of high table-lands, The
turnpike, which at the time was covered with a

deep snow; under the tramj) of the union horsemen, soon

became a sheet of ice, and fortunate indeed were those who
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were rilling sharp shod horses, for they had no difficulty

in keeping in the smooth roadway. The others had to

seek the fields and woods where they were not in danger of

life and limb, from their horses slipping and falling on

them. A portion of the regiment had captured quite a

number of beef cattle, and these were being driven along.

One night they seemingly became tired of standing in the

cold and snow without anything to eat; near midnight

while the tired troopers were sleeping on the bare ground

and without cents, the entire drove of cattle stampeded

through the camp. The guards commenced yelling, whoa!

whoa! This warning and significant sound speedily

aroused the sleeping soldiers, who, instinctively sought

refuge from the panic-stricken cattle by getting behind

trees, wagons, or anything that atlorded protection. A
snow had fallen during the night, covering the sleeping

men, and when they were so rudely awakened, the cover-

ing of snow was shaken into their beds. After the cattle

had tramped over some of them, they were in a sorry

plight. But there was ludicrous incidents enough con-

nected with the scare, to keep all in a good humor. Dur-

ing the rest of the night some one was continually shout-

ing. Whoa! Whoa! The return march was made by way

of Warrenton; and about December 26th all were again in

winter quarters. Picketing had become quite hazard-

ous in the vicinity ofCamp Averell. Mosby's command
was well acquainted in the neighborhood and thoroughly

understood the topography of the country. They would

dress in the uniform of the Union soldier, and often, under

the jiretence of giving the countersign, murder the senti-

nel. Such precautions were soon adopted as to ])ut a stop

to this dishonorable warfare.

Some time in January, 1865, the brigade officers gave

what was called the "officers ball." To obtain the ladies

necessary for the occasion, invitations were sent to all the

ladies living within a radius of three miles of Camp Av-

erell, to attend the party. A cavalry guard and ambu-

lances were to be sent around in the eveuino- to brino; iu
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all who would attend. The invitations were accompanied

Avith the assurance of protection, and a safe return under

escort after the close of the festivities. This was all car-

ried out, and on tlie evening of the i^arty, a picket of the

regimeut northeast of Winchester admitted a small de-

tachment of cavalry, having in charge an ambulance load

of young ladies, enroute to the ball. The outer picket

above mentioned consisted of two men, or rather boys.

During the night these boys talked of the ball and thought

what fun it would be if the ambulance was to return by

that road, and the escort would not have the countersign.

Each gave the other a significant look, but no more Avas

said on the subject at the time. One of the sentinels was

so amused at something that was running through his

mind that he dismounted and ran around through the

snow. The other picket seemed to divine his friend's

thoughts, and he became suffused with laughter.

About three o'clock in the morning the sentinels

heard wheels grinding in the frozen snow, and soon the

aml)nlance came in sight, under escort of four men of the

First Virginia Cavalry. At the ])roper distance the party

was halted. In answer to the challenge of "Who comes

there?" they gave the proper answer: "Friends." ''Advance

one with the countersign!" Said the spokesman;

"We neglected to get the countersign, but are only taking

these ladies home from the party, and yon know we are all

right." The pickets again exchanged glances, when one

nodded an assent to the other. Said he, "You can not pass

this post without giving the countersign, and you will save

time by sending back to camp and getting it." With that two

of the escort returned to Winchester. The ladies Accepted

the situation very gracefully, one of them remarking "that

the Yankees had captured them." During the hour and a

quarter they remained there, they talked and laughed

about the ball, and seemed to enjoy the novelty of this last

episode, as much as any of the events of the gay night

they had spent within our lines. The balance of the win-

ter spent in Camp Averell was uneventful.



chaptp:r XVII.

PREPARING FOR THE FIXAE STROKE.

In volniiie two of Grant's Memoirs he says: "On
the 8th of Fehruary I ordered Sheridan, who was in the

valley of Virginia, to ])nsh forward as soon as the weather

would permit and strike the canal w^st ot Richmond at or

about Ijynohburg; and on the 20th I made the order to

go to Lyneliburg as soon as the roads would permit, saying:

As soon as it is possible to travel, I tiiink yon will have

no difficulty about reaching Lynchburg with a cavalry

force alone. From there you could destroy the railroad

and canal in every direction, so as to be of no further use

to the rebellion. * * '•' '•' I would advise you to

overcome great obstacles to accomplish this." Sheridan's

historian says: "Winter quarters in the valley had been,

on the whole, of an attractive character for our cav-

alry. The six weeks of needed rest preceding this,

the last of Sheridan's extended raids, had been

spent in the crisp, cold winter days of that delight-

ful region. V^eteran troopers still speak of their last

winter in that field with ])leasurable associations.

Men and horses were alike in good condition, both well fed,

and the men well clothed, and prepared for a severe cam-

paign. The fine clear cold of a Virginia mid-winter van-

ished before the bugler's "boots and saddles," and it was a

cheerless and chilly morning, with a cold and mizzling

rain, that greete<l the column when Sheridan moved out of

AVinchester on the 27th of February, 18G5."

From memoranda kept at the time, and for this pur-
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pose, I submit tliis account of the final struggle, to the

"round up'' at Appomattox, and thence to the muster out.

About this time tlie brigade, consisting of the First, Second,

and Third West Virginia Cavalry, under command of Col-

onel Henry Ca])ehart, was attached to the division of Gen-
eral Custer. We were ever after known as the Third Brisr-

ade Tliird Division Cavalry Corps. Sheridan's marching
force consisted of the First Division under command of

'Tommy" Deven, the Third Division under General,

Custer. Gsneral Wesley ^lerritt accomi)anied the expedi-

tion as chief of staff. The force consisted of about 8,000

men, and, taking this mounted command in all its apnoint-

ments, it was probably the finest ami most efficient cavalry

force the world had ever seen. All were in excellent spirits

and eager to be led against the enemy, and, with the con-

fidence and enthusiasm inspired by our commanders, felt

that we could whip or ride through any force that

would dare oppose our progress. The troops had been

expecting marching orders for several days, and when, on

the evening of the 2Gth, orders were issued to be readv to

break camp on the morrow, all became bustle and hurrv.

Letters were written to home and to fi lends, arms and am-
munition looked after, and long before bed-time all were

ready. Reveille sounded at four o'clock on the 27th and
by daylight the column was in motion, passing through

Winchester and up the valley pike. After luany unavoid-

able delays, usual in getting so large a column in motion

on one road, it wa=^ ten o'clock when camp was ])itched

two miles*north of Woodstock, and as it had rained most
of the day, considerable difficulty was experienced in get-

ting fires to burn. The mode of going into camp on a

march was about as follows: After a brigade had been as-

signed to its place, the regiments \vere given their places,

then if the nature of the ground would permit, they were

thrown into columns of squadrons open order. The latter

would then prepare to camp l)v nuni!)ers one aiul three ad-

vancing a few paces. This would give plenty of room for

the horses, and in this manner stakes were driven in the
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ground, and the animals tied to them. Usually the men
formed themselves into messes of two. Each man carried

a "dog tent," a poncho or gum blanket, and an army

blanket. In addition to this, the two between them,

carried a smell ax with short handle, a sheet iron frying-

pan, and a quart coftee-pot. Each man cairied his own

rations, and the prudent ones always carried a bunch of

matches, carefully tied up in a piece of gum material, and

secured about the body wliere they would be safe from

damp. As soon as the order to disai )unt was given by

the company commanders, the men were virtually free. As

soon as dismounted one of the tw3 mm who ware mjs^-

mates wonldtake the two horses in charge, and as soon as

p;)ssible secure them to stakes. The other would divest

himself of carbine and sabre, and start oa the run for a

load of the dryest rails that might be near. If it was])03-

sible to secure hay or straw, this was attended to

first. However, the load of fuel was thrown down

in front of the horses, and while the first one

builds the fire, the other, with canteens and coffee-pot,

would go in search of water. Whilst one was getting sup-

per, number two jiut up the ''dog-tent" and fed the horses.

There are many things that could be thrown into the little

tent for a bed. Hay, straw, leaves, weeds, cedar-brush,

the soft side of a board pulled from a fence or some build-

ing, or even rails, have been used in preference to the wet

ground. The troopers adapt themselves to circumstances,

and are content with the best that can be obtained. The

grumblers are only laughed at. If the cavalry do' not got

enough sleep in camp on th:'sc marches, they can enjoy

some of that luxury, at least, while riding.

At four o'clock, on the morning of the 2Sth, tiie

bugles aroused the drowsy soldiers from their short night's

rest, and soon after the last notes of the reveille had

sounded, hundreds "of camp-fires were burning, casting a

flickering liglit through the damp, misty morning air. Be-

fore day had fairly l>roken, the column was again in mo-

tion, passing through Woodstock, Edinburg and Moun
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Jackson. Naar tho latter placL> the Shonandoah river was

found to be so swollen with the recent rains, that fordinj^

it proved quite dangerous. The pontoon train came for-

ward and soon one of those 'Svar bridges" wis being used

by the troopers. Tlie coaunaud marchc-d very fast all day,

and at 7 o'clock went into camp nine miles north of Har-

risonburg. Before nine o'clock all were in bed enjoying

needed rest, save the tired sentinels whose duty it was to

keej) watch over the slumbering camp. At two o'clock a.

m., March 1st, the third brigade was aroused by the bugle

sounding reveille. The orders were to "prepare to march

immediately without getting breakfast, or feeding the

horses. All were soon in ranks and moving for the

pike, passing through the camji of the first

division. AVe almost envied those sleejiing sol-

diers, yet we felt quite ^'important" when the clanking of

our sabres and the rattle of the camp accessories caused

some of them to look out from their beds and ask "What
brigade was that?" AVe were much amused at the actions

of a darkey who stood near the column, and as Ave were

])assing cried out: "Look out dar, don't ride ober de

colonel." The fact soon becomes knoM'u to the men that

Capehart's brigade was to push forward and drive Rosser,

who was reported to be between Harrisonburg and Staun-

ton, out of the way. On the middle fork of the Shenan-

doah river Rosser was encountered ]>repared to resist the

Union troopers crossing that stream. The covered bridge

had been filled with rails for the purpose of being burned.

A portion of the brigade was dismounted, and engaged the

Confederates at the bridge. Colonel Ca])chart then sent

the First Virginia above to an apology for a ford, yet they

succeeded in crossing, and dashing down on the "savior of

the valley" (Rosser), putting him and his force to flight,

capturing fifty prisoners. The bridge was soon made pas-

sable, when a wild and exciting chase ensued between

Capehart's brigade and Rosser, the enemy not being per-

mitted to burn a bridge between them and Staunton, nor

to annov the advancing column to any extent. The brij^ade
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went into camp four miles north of Staunton, and soon

were jiartakino; of breakfa.st, dinner and supper, all in one.

The excitement of the day somewhat relieved the monot-

ony of the march. At sunrise on the second of March,

General Custer, with the remainder of the division, passed

the camp, when the brigade took its p'ace in the column.

Early in the morning it commenced raining, and at the

same time the weather turned cold. Soon the trees,

fences, and even the pouches of the troopers were cov-

ered with a coating of ice. The roads were in a miserable

conditio;-;, and when we quietly entered the pretty little

city of Staunton the people saw a mud-bespattered and

sorrv looking lot of riders. At this place it was learned

thatGeneral Pearly had left there the day before with 2,500

men for Waynesboro, and that at the latter place he would

fi'dit. It was only eight miles to Early's position. He

had boasted that Sheridan would not get through Rock-

fish Gap.

Custer w^as given the task of dirposing of Early, and

in the afternoon the advance drove in the Confederate

pickets. As the third brigade formed into line on the left

of the road, the Confederate artillery, which was posted on

a rising piece of ground near the railroad, greeted us with

shot and shell. The rebel works extended some distance

to our right. The first brigade of Michiganders dis-

mounted and formed as infantry.

They at once charged the rebel right, gaining the

works in fine style. The dismounted men swept on, doub-

ling up the enemy's line in Eisher's Hill style. At this

juncture our own brigade charged mounted and cut ofl

over half of Early's force, which was forced to surrender.

Many of the enemy took refuge in houses and other build-

ino-s, as it was still raining very hard. They averred

that thev could not fight in the rain. General

Early escaped <>n a train of cars that was

conveniently near. All his headquarter equipments

fell into our hands. The captures consisted of 1700 pris-

oners and eleven ]>ieces of artillery. It was here tliecan-
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nou was captured that bore the inscription, "to General

Phillip H. Sheridan, in care of General Early.'' Seven-

teen battle flags also fell into our hands. The Second Vir-

ginia now took the advance of the brigade, and crossed the

mountain, capturing a train of two hundred loaded

wagons. Early was engaged in gathering supplies for

Lee's army. The region east of this place had been free

from our raiding parties, and, being rich in produce, the

army of northern Virginia hud been getting their main

supplies from this s<'etion. It was estimated that there was

nearly a million dollars worth ot stores at and near this

place destroyed by our forces. This defeat finished Gen-

eral Early as a military commander, and we heard of him

no more during the war. This was also the last seen of

Rosser and his cavalry, "the savior of the valley." A few

years after the war General Early was in Charleston, West

Virginia. In the evening he was the central figure in a

group of ex-confederate officers and citizens who had called

to meet their old soldier friend. (We must admit that the

military career of General Early had been a creditable

one.) The conversation as was natural turned to the war.

General Early gave his experiences in the valley, and

among other things said: "The Richmond autliorities

wanted to know if I could not do something with Sheridan's

cavalry. I told them that I did not have enoiigli mounted

men to attack the Yankee cavalry, and if they could spare

any horsemen to send tliem along. Soon after this I re-

ceived a dispatch from Ilichmond that the celebrated

"Laurel Brigade" had been s.'ut inc. Tlds was General

Rosser and his command. In due time they arrived and

rej^orted to me. My n\eii were do\vii-s[)irited and dis-

heartened with their reverses, and tliey turned out to view

this new command. It was a fine body of cavaliy, well

equipped, well mounted and well dress?tl. Ea(;h man car-

ried a sprig of laurel on the lapel of his coat. My boys

would purposely ask 'What cavalry is that?' The
reply would be: 'This is the Laurel lirigade.' 'Can

you whip the Yankee cavah-y?' 'We always have
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done so, and can do it again/ I then gave General

R')sser all my available cavalry, and ordered him to go

oil down tlie road, and he no doubt would find Custer, his

old classmate at West Point, The result of that fight is

well known. Rosser was the most used up man I ever

saw, and when the famous 'Laurel Brigade' came back all

torn to fragments, their artillery gone, and all badly de-

moraliz "d, my boys fairly went wUd, at their appearaiice."

And tlie old general laughed heartily. Just then a gen-

tleman who had not heard all the account said, "why Gen-

eral, did Rosser get whipped?" The general excitedly

replieil, ''whipped, yes, he got h—11 whipped out of him."

Tlie Second Va. continue don to Greenwood station nine

miles from Waynesboro. The station house filled with

rebyl l)acon and flour was burned, after which the regi-

ment returned four miles to the brigade camp.

Quite an amusing incident occurred before Green-

wood station was reached. A small force of the regiment

which was in the advance, came to wdiere the road forked,

and at this point a fine brick house occupied a site to the

left of the Charlottesville road. A wagon loaded with

sacks of wheat was standing by the road, near which a

citizen on horseback had been captured. He was at once

])lied with questions as to where the roads led and which

one led to Charlottesville, and so on. Several of the men
had jumped from their horses and commenced emptying

the wheat, so as to secure the nice, clean sacks. Unnoticed

the tiitiz 'u rode off' down the road and had gone quite a

little distance before some one called upon him to halt. He
then put sjiurs to his horse, when two or three shots were

firtnl over his head. When the crack of the first carbine

sounded, four or five ladies at the house rushed out on the

veranda, and wringing their hands, cried, "They will kill

Mr. Johnson." One of the troopers rode up to the mansion

and a.-surcd the screaming beauties that Mr. Johnson was

safe.

Oil th ' morning of the 3rd the march was resumed on

t'lo Charlottesville road, the mud impeding the march so
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that our progress was slow. The command marched in

cohimnsof fours, the horses making great ridges of mud
between the files, and number one and four forming a

ridge on each side of the road. At three o'clock j>. m. Ave

entered the pretty little city of Cliarlottesville. A deputa-

tion of citizens meeting us in advance of our entrance and

surrendering the place. Monticello, the old home of

Thomas Jefferson, and the University of Virginia, founded

by Mr. Jefferson, are at this place. These places were

visited by hundreds of the command during our stav.

General Sheridan in his memoirs says that it took two days

to get his trains from Staunton to this place owing to the

mud, and then the animals were so jaded they had to

be rested. During the fourth of March the brigade went

out a few miles and again destroyed the railroad. Some of

the men gathered togetl.er a number of negroes and put

them to work. When there was a straight piece of track,

enough men would arrange themselves on one side and

turn over a half mile at a time. Cross ties and fence rails

were then placed on the i^on, fire applied, which soon ren-

dered the rails worthless. Again on the fifth ten miles of

road in the direction of Gordonsville was effectually de-

stroyed. The command was now su'osisting off the coun-

try, carrying only rations of coffee. An abundance of flour

and bacon was found, more than enough to subsist a large

army for some time. This raid did certainly cut off a

large supply of food that had been going to Richmond.

About this time the ])rices of provisions in Richmond was:

flour, fifteen hundred dolhirs per barrel; tea, one hundred

dollars per pound; coffee, fifty dollars; lacon, eighteen

dollars, and beef, fifteen dollars per pound. Living there

at that time was not only expensive, but very uncertain.

The same day prices in New York City, for the same

and other eom modifies, were: Flour, eight dollars and
twenty-five cents per barrel; coffee, thirty-one cents; sugar

thirteen cents, and eggs eighteen cents.

The morning of March 6th was clear and warm, and
once more the column was in motiDn, filing down throuih
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the streets of Charlottesville with bands playing and colors

flying. It marched on the Lynchburg road, and contin-

ued the work of destroying the railroad. The road was

narrow, rough and muddy, and when in the evening we

went i!ito camp near Rock Fish River, the poor horses

were almost tired out. The next day the march was con-

tinued to Roselaud Station, and in the evening the entire

command worked on the railroad for three hours. The

men were adepts at this kind of w^ork, and they took hold

without orders. It was ten o'clock on the 8tli when the

column was again in motion, taking the road to New
^larket on the James River. The river was bank full,

owing to the recent heavy rains. Just before going into

camp near New Market, a violent rain storm set in, arid

while the men were hastily putting up their little tents,

they were ordered on. This change of camp was made

thi-ee times, when a muddy field was assigned our brigade,

and in this unfavorable condition the tents were put up

and an attempt luade to get supper. Even the rails would

not burn, and the language indulged in by the troopers on

this occasion was not such as had been learned at Sunday

school. Those Avho did not make use of this kind of talk,

experienced a sort of secret satisfaction in the comfort the

others seemed to be enjoying. Getting supper had to be

abandoned. The rails that would not burn in water were

placed in the tents, and on these the men went to bed

—

angry. The poor horses were tied to stakes in the mud
and exposed to the pitiless storm, without hay or a place

to lie down.

On the 0th tlie line of march was near the swollen James

]{iver. Eight miles below New Market the column filed

onto the to\v-j)ath which afforded much better marching.

While ])assing down the river, squads of Confederates were

seen on the opposite side watching the colunm, but no fir-

ing was doiie, owing to the distance. Traveled fast all

day and in the evening went into camp near Scottsville,

and, the surroundings being more pleasant than those of

the night before, all enjoyed a good night's rest ; and, like
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children, forgetting that any one had been out of humor.

General Sheridan says that he intended crossing the James
lliver at Duguidsville but the enemy had burned the bridge

at that ])lace, and, owing to the swollen condition of the

river, his pontoons would not reach much over half wav
across. He was therefore compelled to choose between re-

turning to Winchester or to pass behind liCe's army to the

White House, thence to the army of the Potomac. He
chose the latter. On the 10th the column moved in the

direction of Richmond. This was a typical March day,

alternately raining, snowing and sunshine. At three

o'clock we reached the city of Columbia at the junction of

the Rivannah with the James River. An abundance of

hay was obtained here. One old farmer remarked tliat if

the boys did take all his hay they ought to have left him

the fence. March 11th was a day of rest. Large foraging

parties were sent out, and returned with plenty of edibles

for both man and horse. The country around Columbia

was rich and healthy. While here our ])resence produced

a panic in Richmond. A Confederate officer said that the

presence of the bold troopers so frightened the Richmond
authorities that Secretary Mallory and Postmaster General

Reagan were in the saddle, and he further says that Jeff

Davis and the Cabinet were ready for flight. General

Lee came up from Petersburg to Richmond to confer with

Davis in regard to the seeming danger. On the 12th the

command was once more on the Richmond road, which

w^as continued to a cross road called Fife's, where

the column executed a "column left" and started ou

the trot for the Virginia Central railroad, which was

struck at Tolersville near Frederickshall station. At the

latter place a company of Confederate soldiers were enjoy-

ing the luxury of snug winter quarters. They escaped but

left fires burning, and most of their equipage, which

showed that they left in haste. Some time before midnight

the regiment was ordered out on picket. Two miles on

the-Gordonsville road, camp was pitched in a wood, near

where more rebel quarters were found. The morning of the
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]3th revealed to us that the M'ork of destruction was still

iu progress. Near the picket post two barrels of grape

wine had been found at the house of a physician. This

was duly seized as contraband of war, and the doctor's good

wife seemed to enjoy the eargerness which the soldiers

displayed in securing some of this wine. She was even so

kind as to loan one of them a bucket to carry some of it to

camp. When the vessel was returned she seemed surprised

and remarked, "that is more than I expected of a Yankee."

At Fredrickshall Station a large amount of property

was destroyed, including the depot, water tank, and a large

warehouse filled with tobacco. The burning of the latter

so impregnated the air with the fumes of tobacco that

many of the horses had to be moved. On the 14th the

command moved to Beaver Dam Station along the line of

the railroad. At this time there was near 2,000 negroes

following the force, who, as they expressed it—wanted to

journey to that paradise—the north. After our arrival

within the Union lines they were all eventually shipped to

Washington. The enemy were entirely deceived as to

Sheridan's intentions, he being at so many different places,

they could not make proper dispositions to meet him.

On the 15th the command again moved rapidly toward

Richmond reaching Hanover Junction. The first division

encountered the enemy near the South Anna river, but the

union horsemen succeeded in destroying an important

bridge there. The main command now countermarched to

the Fredricksburg road, and at four o'clock reached the

north Anna river. It was after night before all had

crossed.

At eight o'clock a halt was made, supper cooked and

eaten, horses fed, when the marcli was continued until

eleven o'clock. The night was very dark, and fires were

built at frequent intervals along the road, which served as

beacon lights, and very matciially assisted the wagon train

in keeping up with the column. On the 10th the troupers

M'ere out on the road in column and in motion befoie

breakfast.
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At nine o'clock a halt was made at Mongohick churcii,

where the men cooked their meal of ".slap-jacks," ])()ik

and coflt'ee. Those terrible slap-jacks; even the name

is shrouded in mystery. The ingredients tor their

"construction" were flour, salt and water. This wa^

mixed in a tin cup or any other vessel at hand. A (pian-

tity of grease was put into the frying pans, and into this

the batter was poured until the bottom was well covered.

This was then placed over the fire and baked. Sometimes

when the fire was very hot, the pans being thin, the bread

would be burned on the outside and somewhat raw in the

middle. Many of the men were quite expert at this leak-

ing. The handles on the pans were from one to two feet

in length, and the bread could be dextorously tossed into

the air in such a manner that in descending the cake would

turn over and be caught in the pan ready for the fire again.

After the meal had been cooked the pan was placed on the

fire and all the grease burned from it, after which it was

rubbed with a piece of wood, or a bunch of hay or giass,

until clean and ready for packing. This bread was not

near so wholesome as thearmy cracker, yet they often filled

an "aching void" that but for their presence might have

given us trouble. I believe there arc some of the old "army

crackers" still in existence. Some of those "slap-jacks"

ought to have been preserved among the war relics, for

aside from the recollections they would call forth, of sleep-

less nights and horrid night-mares, they would be looked

upon by the old veterans with tears of joy, as they gently

reposed in all their simplicity and purity. On the 17th

the march was over ground made historic by the Army of

the Potomac. Silent evidences of the conflict were to be

seen on every side, in the way of rude fortifications, trees

torn by shot and shell, ruined fiirms, depopulated towns,

and here and there graves of the dead whose rude head-

board told of him who slept beneath.

At noon the head of the column reached the Mattapouy

River at Elliott's warehouse, and continued down that

stream to King AVilliam C. H. The peculiar name of
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this river led some of the men to inquire tlie origin of the

name. This was quite simple. The Mat, the Ta, the Po
and the Ny rivers unite, forming the Matta])ony.

On the morning of the 18th the sun was shining

brightly when the column was again in motion. Word
had passed along the column that White House would

be reached during the day, which would end the raid.

Cheerful hearts characterized the march that day, for no

doubt all were hoping to hear news of home and friends.

There is nothing in the life of the soldier that will so soften

the heart and give joy to his life as the reception of a letter.

The little silent messenger is eagerly seized, opened, and

then the warrior is a boy again. When a column is march-

ing in this manner, it is customary to ask any one seen at

the houses, how far it is to some place they may know or

suppose to be the destination. On this occasion a very

pretty rebel miss was standing in the doorway of a farm-

house, watching the column pass. No doubt she had been

asked how far it was to White House a number of times.

As our part of the column was ])assing, the usual question

was asked by seme one, "How far is it to White House?"

The little miss had probably tired of this monotonous

question by this time, so in sharp tones she replied: "It is

three miles, and I am not going to tell anotlier man." The
laugh this raised in the ranks caused the young lady to

slam the door and disappear within.

At noon our eyes were greeted with the stars and

stripes waving from the ship])ing on the Pamunkey River

at White House Landing. Cheer after cheer rent the air

at the inspiriting sight.

AVe went into camp on the north .side of the river and

commenced laying plank on the old West Point railroad

bridge for the purj)ose of crossing. On the 19th the en-

tire command crossed the river and went into camp along

a line of works erected by (jencial McCk'Han in 1862.

The river jiresenttd a ])ictures<jue scene, covered with gun-

boats, transj)()rts and other shi|)ping, all sent there to meet

the command. Soon rations and foiagL' were issued and



PREPARING FOR THE FINAE STTOKE. 205

all were once more happy. The only clisajipointnient be-

ing that onr mail had not arrived. Here is tiie sum total

ot the raid:

General Badeaii says, "Sheridan's loss during the

campaign did not exceed one hundred soldiers, and nuiuy

of these were the men unable to bear the fatigues of the

march. Incessant rains, deej) and impassable streams,swamps
mud and gloom, were the impediments offered by nature

to his advance. Seventeen pieces of artillery and seventeen

hundred prisoners of war were captured. Forty-six canal

locks, five aqueducts, forty canal and road bridges, twenty

three railroad bridges, one foundry, one machine shoji,

twenty-seven warehouses, forty-one miles of railroad, four-

teen mills, and immense quantities of ammunition, gray

cloth, saddles, horses, grain, and other supplies were taken

and destroyed. Sheridan's cavalry had annihalated what-

ever was between Richmond and Lynchburg, and having

completed its work in the Shenan<h)ah valley, was ready to

join the army of the Potomac in the struggle to come. It

was this raid and its results that made Grant decide on the

final movements, ending in the surrender of Lee. General

Sheridan says in his final report. The first and third cav-

alry divisions which belonged to the army of the Shenan-

doah had marched in midwinter over three hundred miles,

in constant rains, over almost impassable roads, and

swollen streams, to participate in the final camj^aign, and

were rewarded by the honor of having the flag of the Army
of Northern Virginia ])resented to them on the morning

of the surrender.

On the 20th, from appearances, we were to have a little

rest, so the camp was made as comfortable as possible.

Wood and water had to be carried half a mile and both

were poor articles. Everything was being j)ushed forward

to enable the command to resume the offensive. Men and

horses were alike in good condition. Clothing was issued

at once, and also plenty of ammunition. The most for-

midable task presented w;is the shoeing of the horses.

Portable shops were placed ail over the camp, and, as every
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company had one or more blacksmiths, the merry ring of

the anvils were heard in all directions. On the 22nd the

men passed a very uncomfortable day, the wind blowing

furiously, filling the air with sand. Everything was sand

and pine timber. I believe that White House was the old

home of the Custis family, and, when George Washington

came here to woo Mrs. Martha Custis, he must have loved

her well, for there is nothing in the surroundings that

would inspire his soul with tender thoughts. On the 24th

the brigade of iniantry which had been at White House

left for the Chickahoininy River with our pontoon train.

This was good news to us, as we were anxious to leave

this place. At night no marching orders had been re-

ceived.



CHAPTER XYIII.

OFF FOR PETERSEUKfJ.

On the 2oth reveille sounded unusually early, and the

first indication of marching Avas "hoot and saddle." This

was greeted with cheers. In a short time all were in ranks,

the Second Virginia taking the advance, on the Charles

City C. H. road in the direction of Petersburg. At the

Chickahominy we found the infantry with the pontoon

across that narrow, deep and treacherous looking stream.

Near what had once been Charles City C. H. we went into

camp and threw out a strong picket on our right. On
the 26th the weather was bitter cold and windy, ren-

dering marching very unpleasant. At noon the head of

the column commenced crossing the James River at Deep

Bottom. A pontoon was used and the crossing was very

slow. The bridge had to be opened to permit boats to pass

up or down the river. 1 have the pleasure of saying to

those of the boys who became annoyed while waiting on
the pontoon for a boat to ])ass, that on board that vessel

was the president of the United States, Abraham Lincoln,

and that he was looking at the cavalry; and if the remarks

he made respecting them had been heard, their cheeks

would have burned with pride.

Durino' the march dav fires were built along the

road, and every time the column halted, the men would

dismount and rush for a fire. At dark all are over the

bridge and went into camp near Jones' Lauding. On in-

quiry it was learned that it was only eight miles to Rich-

mond.

On the 27th the command crossed the Appomattox
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river, five miles below Petersburg. The crossing was

clone rapidly, tvvo pontoons being used. Within a short

time after crossing the river, we reached the right of the

lines of the army of the Potomac. A shotted salute of one

hundred guns was given in honor of our recent achieve-

ments. They turned out enmasse in rear of their

works and greeted us with prolonged cheers. Our line of

march lay immediately in the rear of General Grant's line?.

This gave us a full view of their works, also a fair view of

the Confederate works. While we were passing, some

shelling took place between the forces. The works were

closer than we expected to see, and both looked (|uite for-

midable. Went into camp near the old ISorfolk railroad.

On the 28tli we remained in camp, but were permitted to

view the lines in front of Petersburg. John Nunnemaker,

of Co. D, Mas killed while thus looking oji. The place

that most interested us was Fort Steadman, where the

enemy had but recently made a sortie, capturing that fort,

but were repulsed and driven back to their lines.

MARCH 29tII. THE LAST FIGHTING CAMPAIGN.

This morning the head of the column filed out to the

west in the direction of Ilowaiity Creek. The force con-

sisted in all of thirty-seven regiments of cavalry and three

batteries of artillery, in all ten thousand men. All dis-

mounted men had been sent to City Point, Va. Custer's

division was in the rear of column iuchaige of the supply

trains. As soon as the left of the army of the Potomac

was passed, the trains Ijccame hopelessly stuck in the mud,

bogs and quicksand. The wagons had to be often un-

loaded and lifted out of the boggy plaoes. We had been

ordered on a big raid by General Grant, to destroy the two

railroads that remained within the Confederate lines.

General Sheridan had disaj>proved of this move, and had

said to General Grautj ''Let's go in and finish the job

right here." Getting stuck in the mud and sand during

these two days, and the fearful rainstorm of the 30th

brouixht on the battle of Five Forks. General Sheridan

was at Dinwiddle C. H., and he says: ''Dinwiddle C. H.,
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though a most important point in the camjiaign, wa.s far

from attractive in feature, being- made up of a half dozen

unsightly housss, a ramshackle tavern propped up on two
sides with pine jioles, and tlie weathor-br^aten building

that gave official name to the cross-roads.

We had no tents—there were none in the command

—

so I took possession of the tavern for shelter for myself

and staff, and just as we had finished looking over its primi-

tive interior, a rain storm set in. The Magon containing mv
mess equipments was back somewhere on the road, hopelessly

stuck in the mud, and hence we had nothing to eat excej)t

some coftee which two young women, living in the tavern,

kindly made for us, a small quantity of the berry being

furnished' from the haversack ot one of my escorts. Bv
the time we got the coffee the rain was falling in sheets,

and the evening bade .fair to be a most dismal one; but

songs and choruses set up by some of my staff—the two

young women i)lay'.ng the accompaniments on a battered

piano—relieved the situation and enlivened us a little.

However, the dreary night brought me one great comfort,

for General Grant, who that day had moved out to Gravel-

ly Run, sent me instructions to abandon all idea of the con-

templated raid, and directed me to act in concert with the

infantry under his immediate command, to turn if possible

the right flank of Lee's army. The dispatch made my
mind easy, so notwithstanding the sus])ieions excited by

some of my staff concerning the A'irginia feather-bed that

had been assigned me, I turned in at a late hour and slept

soundly."

At dark, of the '2\)[\\, we had only gotten seven miles

A'ith the train, worked all night, antl daylight found us

but ten miles from the starting place. Another day and

night was spent in getting the train about the same dis-

tance, and to add to the discomfiture it rained all dav of

the 30th, and just after dark it poured down. On the 31st

there were rumors of fighting in front. A\ e had been with

t!ie train for two days and nights, sleeping onlv in the sad-

dle, or by lying on the wet ground, using a log for a pillow.
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and this but a few moments at a time. Shortly after noon

of the 31.st we were relieved from earinj^ for the

train, and ordered to the front. We passed down
the narrow road rajiidly, the other cavalry giving

Avay by crowding to either side of the road

in the bushes. The firing to our fi'ont and right got

plainer, indicating that the enemy were getting nearer.

Great enthusiasm prevailed among the troops we were

passing at sight of the Virginia brigade (as they terra us)

p-oino: to the front. Soon we halted in column and dis-

mounted, forming on the left of the lead horses. We then

double quicked and went into position near a battery in an

old field. The boys quickly concluded that if they had to

light as infantry they must do as the latter, so a lot of

convenient fence I'ails were soon transformed into tem-

]K)rary works. Just as these were finished, General Sheri-

dan rode along our line, telling us to hold our position.

Just then the enemy came in sight in the woods. When
our carbines turned loose on the gray-backs they suddenly

halted. Barrett, the historian, says of this affair : "On
the 31st General Aycrs division (of infantry) was sent by

Warren to dislodge the enemy on the White Oak road.

Ayers was repulsed and driven back upon Crawford, whose

division in turn broke, and both retreated in some confus-

ion upon the position occupied by Griffin. The enemy

then ceased pursuit and rapidly turned upon Sheridan at

Dinwiddle Court House. A battle followed in which the

enemy's entire cavalry force and two divisions of infantry

were kept in check by Sheridan's cavalry." General Sher-

idan in his official report says: "I determined to defend

Dinwiddle C. H. and selected a |)lace about three-fourths

of a mile north-west of the cross-roads, and, Custer com-

ing nj) with Capehart's brigade, took position on the left of

the road to Five Forks in some open ground along the

crest of a gentle ridge. Custer got Caj)ehart into ])laee

just in time to lend a helping hand to Smith, who, severely

pressed, came back on us here from his retreat along

Chamberlain 'bed,' the vernacular foi" a woody swamp
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such as that through which Smith retired, A little

later the brigades of Grigg and Gibbs falling to

the rear slowly and steadily, took uj) a line some

distance to the right of Capehart, the intervening

gap to bo filled by P^-iiniugtoirs b.'igade. It was now
near sunset, and the enemy's cavalry thinking the day was

theirs, made a dash at Smith, butjust as the assailants aj)-

peared in the open fields, Capehart's men opened so sud-

denly on their left flank as to cause it to recoil in astonish-

ment, which permitted Smith to connect his brigade with

Custer's unmolested.'^ This ended the fighting for the

day, but we remained in this position all night. General

Sheridan's headquarters were in a tent just in the rear of

the position of the Second Virginia. A war historian

says: "Early in the week, when the Confederates became

aware of the extension of Grant's lines, they added a divis-

ion of infantry to the force encampsd on our flank lino.

These were directed to avoid an infantry fight, but to seek

out the cavalry, and, by getting it at a disadvantage, rid

the region both of the harmfuhiess of Sheridan and that

prestige of his name so terrifying to the A'irginia house-

wife. So long as Sheridan remained upon the far left, the

Southside road was unsafe, and the rapidity with which

his command could be transferred from point to point ren-

dered it a formidable balance of power. The ConfiKlerates

knew the country well, and the peculiar course of the high-

ways gave them every advantage.

THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS.

Five Forks is a point where five good roads meet in

the edge of a dry, high, well watered forest, three of them

radiating to the railway, and their tributaries unlocking all

the country. The Confederates fortified this place as if it

had been their capital. Upon the principal road—the

White Dak road—they had breastworks of logs and (Mirth

reaching east and west three miles. All the roads were

well picketed and a desj)erate intention to hold it averred.

Five Forks is eight miles from Dinwiddle C. H., four

miles from the Southside railroad, and eighteen miles from
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Humphrey Station, the nearest of our military railway

stations. A little stream called Gravelly Run gives name

to a little Methodist chureh about one mile from the cross-

roads.

The morning of Saturday, April 1st, opened

bright and clear, when we left our position and

dismounted, advanced into the deep pine forest. Soon

after starting the clear resonant notes of a rebel bugle, far

to our front, was borne upon the air, and we readily

recognized the sound '^to horse." Cautiously our skirm-

ishers advanced feeling for the enemy. Nearly a mile was

covered in tiiis way when the first shots were fired. This

was answered by hearty cheers from our side. The enemy

fell back slowly, each side increasing the number of

skirmishers until there was almost a line of battle. Five

thousand dismounted cavalry were in this move and were

to inganiously drive the Confederates into their works.

The object of the wily Sheridan was to capture as well as

to" rout. Our led horses were following at a reasonable

distance. A writer in s])eaking of this affair says : "With

their horses within call, the cavalryman in line of battle,

stood together like walls of stone, swelling onward like

those gradual elevating ridges of which Lyell sj)eaks.

All the afternoon the cavalry pushed them hard; and the

strife went on uninterruj)tedly and terrifically. The battle

was fought at so close quarters that the Union carbines

were never out of range ; had this been otherwise, the

long rifles of the enemy would have given them every ad-

vantage." I will now follow the fortunes of our own

I)rigade and regiment.

It was after five o'clock in the evening when our

horses were brought to us, and mounting, we prepared to

(charge the cnen)y's left and rear. Away off to our right

the battle raged fiercely. With the gallant Custer in the

lead we started on a wild ride for the enemy. It was get-

ting late and, though there was no road, only timber,

brush and logs, we kej)t up a trot until consid-.-rable cleared

land was reached. On an elevation near a house a rebel
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battery was located, and h'ing iiuable to depress their

guns, their shot passed over our heads causing a good

many of the boys to unconsciously "duck" their

heads. Captain Ankroni with a squadron captured the

battery, or rather took the gunners prisoners. Just beyond

the battery, a drove of beef cattle being hurriedly driven

to the rear by a squad of soldiers, all fell into our bauds.

The rebel cavalry skirmishers were met by our brig-

ade and soon put to flight. About this time we gained

the top of a low ridge, a stubble field in front. Across

this field, stretched away to the right and left, was the

nicest line of rebel cavalry we ever beheld. Our ohcers

were answered by the famous ''rebel yell." Our carbines

were brought into play as we steadily advanced, but the

enemy did the same. The bugles were sounding "trot,"

the baud playing "Hail Columbia," the roar of battle on

the right almost drowning the sound of our carbines. The
sun was sinking behind the western hills as the two lines

of opposing horsemen ajiproached each other. The order

to cease firing was jtassed along the line, when, instinc-

tively it seemed, a thousand sabres were flashing in the air,

recalling the words of Tennyson who says :

"Flashed all their sabres liare.

Flashed as they turned in air,

Sab'ring th(! gunners there."

The opposing lines met near the center of the field,

where a ditch or drain ran parallel with the line of battle.

The Confederates halted about ten [)aces from the edge of

the ditch, our line going to the drain and also halting. Dur-

ing the biief time this halt was made, the oj)posing forces

eyed each other as if ju-cparing for the dcMdly hand to

hand encounter. Lieutenant Emerson IMcMiHin said :

"Boys, this won't do, let's go over." when, putting spurs to

his horse, the ditch was cleared, and at the same time the

rest of the regiment boldly went over and fell onto the

rebel horsemen with sabre. Owing to the position of the

lines, nearly all tlu' casualties fell on the Second Vir-

ginia, most of the loss bL'iug iu wou ide I. In tlus
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liaiul to hand fighting, many of the enemy were killed be-

fore they retreated. The regiment followed the enemy un-

til the edge of the field was reached, when we were met by

a large foree of rebel cavalry, Avhich so overlapped our left

that we ill turn were forced back a short distance, when

t'lj left of our line was re-enforced by the rest of the brig-

ade; then our boys turned, and in a spirited charge drove

the enemy from the field, capturing a number of prisoners

and twelve Confederate flags. The regiment followed the

enemy on the jump for three miles, then returned to near

where the main fight had been.

To sum up the important battle of Five Forks, Gen-

eral Sheridan's historian says: "It was seven o'clock before

tlie Confederates came to the conclusion that they were

outflanked and whipped. They had been so busily en-

gaged that they were a long time in finding out how des-

perate were their circumstances; but now, wearied with

p-rsistent assaults in front, they fell back to the left, only

to see four lines of battle waiting to drive them across the

field, decimated. At the right the horsemen charged them

in their vain attempt to fight "out," and in the rear, strag-

gling f >()t and cavalry began also to assemble; slant fire,

cross fire, and direct fire, by file and volley, rolled in per-

petually, cutting down their bravest officers, and strewing

the fields with bleeding men; groans resounded in the in-

tervals of exploding powder, and to add to their terror

and despair, their own artillery captured from them, threw

into their own ranks from its old position, ungrateful

gi'ap>^' and (;anister, enfilading their breastworks, whizzing

and plunging by air line and richochet; and at last

bodies of cavalry fairly mounted their entrenchments

an<l charged down the })aiapet, slashing and tramp-

ling them, ami producing inexplicable confusion.

They had no cammanders—at least no orders—and looked

in vain for some guiding haiul to lead them out of a toil,

intb which they had fallen so bravely and so blindly. A
few more v(dleys—a new and irresistible charge,— a shrill

and warning command to die or surrender, and with a sul-
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len and tearful impulse', tive thuu;-antl muskets were flung

upon the ground, and five thousand exhausted and impo-

tent men were Sheridan's ]>risouers of war. Those who
escaped he ordered the fiery Custer to i)ursue with brand

and vengeance, and they were pursued far into tlie deso-

hite forest, spent and hungry, many falling by the way of

wounds or exhaustion, many ])ressed down by hoof or

sabre-stroke, and many picked up in mercy and sent l)ack

to rejoin their brethren in bonds. Thus ended the sjilen-

did victory of Five Forks, the least bloody to the union

troops, but the most successful, proj)ortionate to numbers

engaged, that was fought during the war. One man out

of every three took a prisoner. Sheridan ca[)tured four

cannon, an ambulance train and baggage teams, eight

thousand muskets, and twenty-eight battle flags. Sheri-

dan's loss only reached eight hundred. The enemy lost

three thousand in killed and wounded. The scene at

Gravelly Run meeting house at ten o'clock on Saturday

night was one of the most solemn contrasts of the war. A
little frame church planted among the pines, and painted

white, with cool green window-shutters, held at its foot a

gallery for the negroes, and at its head a varnished pulpit.

Blood ran in little rills across the floor, and human
feet treading in them, made indelible prints in

eveiy direction. The ])ul|)it lamps were doing

duty, not to shed holy light upon holy pages,

but to show the pale and dusty faces of the

beseeching; and as they moved in and out, the

groans and cursing of the sullering replaced the gush of

the peaceful hymns and the deep responses to the preacher's

prayers. Federal and Confederate lay together, the bitter-

ness of noon assuaged by the common tribulation of the

night, and all the while came in the drip[)ing stretchers,

to place in this Golgotha new recruits for death and sor-

row outside the portals. The scenes within were reiterateil,

except that the greatness of a starry night replaced the

close and terrible arena of the ciiurch. Jieneath the trees

where the ^Methodist circuit- rider had tied his horse, and
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the urchins, during class meeting, had wandered away to

cnst .stones at the squirrels, and measure strength at vault-

ing and running, the gashed and fevered lay irregularly,

some soul going out at each whitf of the breeze in the

tree tops; and the teams and surgeons, and straggling sol-

diers, and galloping orderlies, passed all night beneath the

old and gil)beous moon and hushed stars, and by trickle

of Gravelly Run, stealing off, afraid. But the wounded
had no thought that night, the victory obsorbed all hearts."

While the men were asleep the night of the 1st, Ca^)-

tain Wilson awoke three men of his company and asked

them to get up, take some pine torches and go back over

the field where the sabre fight occurred and see if they

could find any of the wounded of his company. After the

torches had been secured and directions had been given,

the little band started forth on their mission of love and

mercy. The light from the torches looked weird and

spectral in the darkness. Arriving at the stubble field

the torclimen took distance of about twenty paces so as to

cover as much ground as possible. Dead and wounded
horses were seen by the score, and if there is anything

that appeals strongly to human sympathy, it is the dumb,

pleading look of a wounded horse.

Ijooking for the dead and wounded by torchlight is a

sad and sepulchral calling. The pale stars glint and glimmer

in the awful distance. The hour is pregnant with silence,

save when it is broken by the wail or sigh of the dying.

When the loved and lost lie at home on beds made soft bv

loving hands, with heads reposing on pillows moist with

the tears of affection, it is sad enough ; but. when far from

home, with no canopy but the heavens, one searches in the

long glass and unyielding stubble for the dead and the

dying, it chills the blood and makes the bravest sick at

heart. \\'('I('ome the sabre charge, the musketry and the

cannon. Men look to that, knowing there is a certain

chivalry in death, when sought in the smoke and conflict

of battle, where brave men meet to submit their differ-

ences ())• the differences of their lenders to the stern arbi-
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trament of deadly strife ; but after the battle, when the

sua has gone dowu upon the battlefield, when the only

sound to break the solemn stillness is the moan of the

wounded and dying, it appeals to the higher and holier

impulses of manhood ; and, as the flickering torch flashes

on the face of the dead, if it be an enemy, there is a silent

monitor in the heart that is quick to stifle resentment ; if it

be a friend, an impulse to mourn the departed, and, remem-

bering the comrade of the tent and field, to turn away

with a heart too full for utterance.

Whether friend or enemy, the causes that led to their

death were not unlike. Each believed himself right.

Men do not throw away their lives in such gallant action

unless they believe they are in the right. Mothers kissed

the sons who wore the gray with as deep affection as the

matrons whose sons put on the blue in their country's de-

fense ; and as they passed over tho stubbornly contested

ground, with no eye but the AU-seeing-eye and the stars,

and looked upon the blue and the gray lying rigid in death,

side by side, they felt that desolate homes in the north

will be no more desolate than the stricken homes in the

south. ]Men from the north have met foemeu worthy of

their steel from the south, and the deadly carbine and the

terrible sabre have caused us to grope by the fitful light of

the torch to find the upturned faces of the northern and

southern dead, ghastly and frightful in the gloom of night

,

and the startled cry of the night bird or the hoot of the

owl is their only requiem as they are hurried into the

trenches. The searching party^ returned without having

found those sought for, but they learned that the hospital

corps had cared for all the wounded. General Porter says :

"Five Forks was one of the most interesting techiual bat-

tles of the war; almost perfect in conception, brilliant in

execution, strikingly dramatic in its incidents, and pro-

ductive of immensely important results. General (Jrant's

headquarters had been moved out to Dabney's mills, wluM-e

the news of the victory reached him at nine o'clock p. m.

The General listened to the account of Sheridan's davs
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work, and, notwithstanding; all his staff and escort were

indnlging in wild demonstrations of joy, the great com-
mander quietly walked into his tent, wrote a dispatch, sent

it to the wires, and cooly remarked : "I have ordered an

assault all along the lines." It is a well known fact that

the battle ot Five Forks caused the evacuation ot Rich-

mond and Petersburg, and the surrender of Lee. On the

morning of the 2nd the Cavalry swung to the left, toward

Jetersville, General Sheridan anticipating that General Lee
would evacuate Petersburg and Richmond. The enemy
was not overtaken until near dark, when they were found

strongly intrenched. We went into camp directly in front

of the Confederate works. While going into camp the

enemy threw a few shells among the troopers, killing one

man and two horses. Just as the men were unsaddling

the horses, the brigade mail was brought into camp and
soon distributed. The numerous letters received bv nearly

every one caused no little excitement, and soon the grim

veterans were sitting on the ground—tailor fashion

—

drinking in the delicious news from home and friends.

While engaged in this pleasant occu})ation, and almost ob-

livious to all surroundings, a heavy volley from the Con-
federate works made the old pine woods ring. Before the

first echoe had died away, saddles were on the horses, and
when the shrill notes of the bugler "to horse" had sounded,

every one was in ranks ready for the foe. However, it

was a false alarm, as the volley was caused by the posting

of our vidette line. Soon all was quiet again. The artil-

lery of the brigade kept up a continuous tiring the entire

night. Although the battery was near the regiment, yet I

would be safe in asserting that our boys slept more soundly

than the "Johnnies." Early on the morning of the 3d, a

flanking party was ])ut in motion, but it was soon learned

that the enemy had left. Skirmishing was kept up quite

briskly until Finlicomack Creek was reached, where the

enemy was found posted on the opposite side, and as the

stream Avas quite deep, two pieces of artillery were brought

forward, and while this was going on, a portion of the sec-
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ond brigade secured a crossing above, and in a spirited

charge, routed the enemy, capturing many prisoners. Our

own brigade now took the advance and engaged in a wild

and exciting race until Deep Creek was reached, where

the advance ran into an ambuscade, in which Co. B h)st

one man killed, several wounded, and twelve horses

killed. The ford had been blocked with felled

trees, while on a low ridge, temporary works had been has-

tily thrown up. The troopers commenced a rapid fire on

the works which prevented the enemy from doing any

further damage. By this time the 1st New" York—which

had been attached to our brigade—succeeded in crossing

above the ford, when they charged down on the enemy,

capturing sixty prisoners. The New Yorkers did n.>t keep

the front long, but gave the road. The second Virginia

were exceedingly gratified to once more be permitted to

take the front, and enjoy some of the fun the others seemed

to be having. Shortly after taking the front they en-

countered a body of rebel cavalry drawn up in line in a

wheat-field, and such a race as the regiment took to get there

at that line. They (the enemy) had no time to break into

fours, and leave the field with some semblance of order,

nor did they ever again form a line, and attempt to stop

the union horsemen. Turning the prisoners over to a

guard, the regiment kept the front, and at nightfall the en-

tire brigade encountered a considerable body of infantry,

posted in a wood and along fences. A portion of the brig-

ade dismounted, and fought as infantry. The regiment

advanced mounted, and as usual, the band playing '^11 ail

Columbia." Under the severe fire of the long range guns

of the enemy, it was hard to tell what they were })laving.

The enemy evacuated their position during the night, the

brigade camping near where the bands so distin-

guished themselves by drawing most of the rebel fire.

Marched all day of the 4tli and went into camj) in the

evening. After all had retired to rest, orders came from

General Sheridan to march with all possible dispatch back to

Jetersville, as he had intercepted Lee. Marched all night,
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reaching Jetersvillc early on the morning of the 5th.

Went into position on the left of the 5th corps. The Army
of the Potomac was concentrating here, and as fast as they

arrived, Avere placed in position by Gen. Sheridan, Gen.

Meade being qnite sick. Gen. Crook who was on the left with

his cavalry was quite heavily engaged. This led Sheridan to

believe that Lee was endeavoring to escape by his left

flank. He therefore was anxious to attack with what force

he had, the second and fifth corps and the cavalry. Jusc

then Meade came out and assumed command, and, much to

Sheridan's mortification, decided not to attack until the

sixth corps arrived. A captured rebel letter was now-

brought to Sheridan, describing the condition of the Con-

federate forces. Sheridan sent it to Grant, with the follow-

ing dispatch :

Jetersvillc, April 5, 3 p. m.

I send you the enclosed letter, which will give you an
idea of the condition of the enemy and their whereabouts.
I sent General Davies' brigade this morning around on
my left flank. He captured at Paines Cross Roads five

pieces of artillery, about 200 wagons, eight or nine batfle

flags, and a number of prisoners. The Second Army
Corps is now coming up. I wish you were here yourself.

I feel confident of capturing the army of Northern Vir-
ginia if we exert ourselves. I see no escape for Lee. I
will put all my cavalry out on my left flank, except Mc-
Kensie, who is on the right."

After receiving this message General Grant started

for Sheridan's headquarters arriving there at midnight.

He immediately reversed Meade's plans and ordered an

advance at daylight of the 6th. Sheridan with the cavalry

was sent west towards Deatonsville. About ten o'clock of

the ^th, the first division stiuckthe confederate column at

Sailor's Creek, capturing sixteen pieces of artillery, four

hundred wagons, and many jirisoners. This rebel force

])r()ved to be Ewell's corps, and tlie cavalry at once threw

themselves square across the r^ads, thus forcing them to

entrench.

Custer's division went into j)()sition across Sailor's
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Creek, executing the movement of, "on right into line,"

then moved forward until within a short distance of the

confederate line. After other forces of the sixth corps had

been placed in position, and of which we were ignorant at

the time, the fiery Custer charged the confederate works.

The Second Virginia occupied a ])ositi()n in a field, the

rebel works being on the opposite side in the edge of a

wood. He was somewhat protected from the direct fire of

the enemy, by rising ground in front, although we were

within easy carbine range. Our batteries were planted on

a ridge across the creek to our rear, and they kept up a

heavy fire over our heads, while we were sitting there

on our horses, waiting for something, we knew not what.

While going into position considerable cheering had

been done, which was always answered by the peculiar

"rebel yell." The brigade band was doing good duty now,

playing all the national airs. About noon Lieutenant

George Freeman caught a rebel ball in his mouth, which

knocked out six of that officer's teeth. He secured the

ball and ivory, then sought the hospital. Two or three

charges were made on the enemy's works on our left bv

two hundred mounted men, for no other pur])ose I suppose

than to hold them in their works. About three o'clock in

the afternoon the enemy had nearly ceased firing. At this

juncture General Custer and staflf rode through our lines,

seemingly for the purpose of viewing the rebel works.

As everything was then so silent, such expressions, as

"they have evacuated," "skecdaddlcd," and soon, was heard.

Just then a vt)lley from the rebels caused Custer's staf^ to

hastily seek the rear, ])ut not so with the golden-haired

trooper ; waving his sword, he shouted so all could hear,

"the whole line charge, forward, trot, march !" One

of the artillerymen afterwards said, "that the, grandest

sight he ever witnessed was when that long line of cavalry

moved forward. The carbines were all loaded with seven

shots and when these had been exhausted, half the dis-

tance to the works had been covered. Every bugle

was sounding forward, officers were shouting, the
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men cheering, and all were now eager to go on. When
the order to cease firing and draw saber, had been given

and obeyed, the line was close to the works. In front of

the Second Virginia, the works were carried directly

in front, the horses leaping over them, thus placing

themselves and riders in the rear of the enemy, who were

already surrendering. Where the works were too high,

the troopers broke through the low places and swept down
the rear, capturing—so General Sheridan says—between

nine and ten thousand prisoners^ inclndiiig General Ewell

and staff, and five other general officers. The prisoners

were parked on the ground over which the charge had been

made. The sixth corps assisted in hemming in the con-

federates, but they were off to our right, and at the time

we did not know" they were there. All camj^ed at Sailor's

Creek, and early the next morning a division of infantry

took charge of the prisoners, and Sheridan was once more

off with the cavalry after Lee. The prisoners were very

short of rations, and many of them were supplied from oui

haversacks. Indeed, this was done to such an extent, as

to cause ourselves to be on short rations for several days.

On the morning of the 7th while the cavalry was filing

out of camp, the route lay near the prisoners. As each

band passed they were playing the national airs. The
Confederates looked on and most of them seemed to enjoy

the sight. IS'ear the line of march a long, lank, mountain

Confederate was standing looking on with a sullen appear-

ance. Our brigade band, about this time, struck up the

inspiriting air of "Dixie." Instantly the mountaineer gave

the "rebel yell" and commenced dancing with all his

might. His actions were so ludicrous that all who saw it,

both Union and Confederate, enjoyed a hearty laugh, both

sides cheering him.

A southern writer says : "And so the retreat rolls on.

We are ])assing abandoned cannon, overturned and

wrecked wagons, and thoii- now useless contents belonging

to the (juartermasters; horses and mules dead or dying in

the road. At night our march is lighted by the fires of



OFF FOR PETERSBURG, 223

burning wagons, and the lioarso roar of cannon and the

rattle of small arms, before, behind and on our flanks are

ever in our ears. The constant marching and fighting,

without food or sleep, is rapidly tliiuning the ranks of this

grand old army. Men who have stood by their flag since

the beginning af the war now fall out of the ranks and are

captured, simply because it is beyond their jiower of physi-

cal endurance to go any further,"

General Sheridan, in his memoirs, says, that on the

7th he determined to block Lee's path with the cavalry

and also endeavor to capture the rebel supply trains that

he (Sheridan) had dispatched for by two of his scouts.

The cavalry had swung to the left, leaving the rebel col-

umn to pursue their way. It was near midnight when the

troopers went into camp. Early on the morning of the 8th

Custer's division took the advance, with orders to capture

the rebel supply trains before mentioned. It was well un-

derstood that the command was now in Lee's front, and in

consequence, the men were in line spirits. General Sheri-

dan rode along the column toward the front, offering

words of encouragement, and as stray shots were heard,

and the gait increased to a trot, every man was in a high

state of expectancy. It was near fiveo' clock in the even-

ing when one of Sheridan's scouts Avas seen, waving his

hat and shouting: "If there is an engineer in the ranks,

come to the front." Two men of the First Virginia re-

spond, and soon the shrill locomotive whistles were heard,

which created the wildest enthusiasm in the ranks.

It was nearly dark when our brigade crossed the rail-

road near Aj)])omattox Station. In this dash over the

railroad the division caj)tured oOO wagons, forty pieces

of artillery and 1000 prisoners.

A battery of confederate artillery hurled grape and

canister down the road in such a manner that a little col-

umn of the regiment, who, under the direction of General

Custer, started in a charge, was nearly half uidiorsed.

The flashes of the enemy's guns, as reflected against

the sky, resembled a furious storm of lightning. But the
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battery was cajitured by the brigade, after which camp was

estabb'shed between Leo's army and the captured proi>erty.

This occurred at Appomattox Station, about four miles

south of Appomattox village, where the army of General

Lee had gone into camp. During the fore part of the

night we were somewhat annoyed by a jmccc of confederate

artillery, that kept throwing shells into camp. At each

discharge of the piece the old familiar cry of ''grab a root"

could be heard all over camj).

APRIL 9th, 1865.

About sunrise this morning the enemy attacked our

skirmishers. The first division went to the front, while

Custer's division fell back a short distance, and cooked and

ate the last breakfast, that was ever eaten within hearing of

rebel guns. The sharp and rapid firins; of the union car-

boniers, caused the humble meal to be hurriedly eaten, and

amid much excitement.

But what long blue column was that seen ap])roach-

ing in the gray of that beautiful Sabbath morning. It was

General Ord's 24th corps of infantry, and they were

rapidly placed in line behind the cavalry screen. Our
bugles sound "to horse," and as the division mount and

fall into line, the wildest enthusiasm prevads. As they

attempt to cross the road the way was blocked by the

marching column of infantry, but soon there was a gap

sufficient to let all the troopers through, by kee])ing well

closed u]), although some of the foot officers tried to stop

the cavalry. Every one seemed to feel that the end was

near, and we were in high spirts at the prospect of being

in at the death of the rebellion. Our direction was

toward the left fiank of all that remained of the army of

northern Virginia.

General Lee's army was not all disposed in battle ar-

ray. Informed of the situation of affairs, General Custer

said to the officer who brought the information, I will

charge; show me the way." The entire division had been

formed in column of squadron. A writer in the "liife and

Deeds of General Grant" savs of this occasion: "Custer's
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conuioand presented a most striking and bcautiiul effect in

color, as also in concentrated power for action. Following

the general and his staff, and thrown to the morning breezes,

floated not less than forty rebel battle flags captured from

the enemy within ten days. These with division, brigade,

and regimental colors of the command, made a picture as

with flashing sabres they moved into view, at once thrill-

ing and beautiful." As we moved rapidly forward toward

the place from where we were to charge the camp, a bat-

tery of rebel artillery, paid us compliments with a few

shells, but they passed harmlessly over our heads. These

were the last rebel cannon we ever heard. Just as a double

line had been formed, and the charge had sounded from

head(piarters, and the long line had started down the sloj)e,

three or four horsemen were seen emerging from the woods

toward the camp, the leader waving something white over

his head. Colonel Briggs, of the seventh Michigan met

the party, when they asked for the "general commanding."

Custer was pointed out, and the Confederates rode rapidly

toward him. General Custer said, "I am not in sole com-

mand u|>on this field, but I will report the request to Gen-

Sheridan, and I can only stop the charge upon the an-

nouncement of an unconditional surrender." Custer then

sent his chief of staflPback with the flag of tnice party to see

if the surrender was all right. Gen. I^ee could not be

found just then, and the party was directed to General

Longstreet and Gordon, who assured the "chief of stafi"

that an unconditional surrender of the ai'my of Northern

Virginia was intended. When the staff officer returned.

General Custer at once started for the rebel camp, using

the flag of truce the staff officer returned with, and which

is now in Mrs. Custer's possession. Custer soon found

Longstreet and Gordon, and received from them the assur-

ance that they had surrendered to General Grant. During

this exciting period, which occupied at least two hours

time, the entire force of Union horsemen were silently

awaiting orders. AVord had been jias^^ed along the line

that a surrender was one of the ])ossibilities, but the report
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did not obtain much credence in the ranks. The silence

was regarded as ominous, for we were momentarily expect-

ing to move forward. But hark ! listen at the cheers to

our left, and now looking that way we see the fiery Custer

riding down the line as if mad, his long yellow hair and

red neck-tie streaming in the wind. He ivas wildly wav-

i[ig his hat, and shouting at the top of his voico : "General

Lee has surrendered his whole army." The change from

anxiety and doubt to a certainty of the result was now
assured. How can I describe the scenes that followed !

Men leap from their horses, toss caps and hats high in air,

shout and cheer until exhausted. Across field and wood
to the right and left resound the mighty joy of the Union
army. Brave men clasp each other, and weep, and sing,

and dance and pray. It was worth our entire term of ser-

vice to have been there at the death of the rebellion. The
army that was the pride and hope of the Confederacy now
lay helpless at our feet. Victory after victory had fol-

lowed us in such rapid succession, that to be led against

the enemy was sure to add another laurel to our banners;

but now the gallant army of Northern Virginia was no

more, the rebellion hopelessly crippled, and we knew
that the war was virtually over. As all this comes to the

minds of the men, they again and again break out in cheer-

ing, and the grand chorus rolls along the lines. It was

glorious to have been there. The file of the Confederate

army were glad that the war was over, glad they had fired

their last shot, and rejoiced to think they could soon re-

turn to their homes. But how differenl: was the return of

the boys in gray and that of the boys in blue. The for-

mer were half-starved, poorly clad, no money, homes

ruined, land almost a waste, whipped and conquered on

every side. Verily, they suffered for the sins of their

l(;aders. How different was the reception of the boys in

blue. Their return was characterized by the firing of

guns, the ringing of bells. Heverberations of cannon were

heard in every city, town and village throughout the land.

Millions of flags danced to the movements of the wind.
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But in all our joy there iit the time, it was not the

mere exultation over a fallen foe. In those ever memor-
able hours, there was a gentle spirit of clemency diffused

among all, that just now became consciouslv j)resent. The
particulars of the formalities of the surrender were about

as follows: Grant did not reach Appomattox village until

about 1 o'clock p. m. The famous village consisted of less

than a dozen dwellings, standing on some rising ground.

As the hero of the Union armies came up to the village

with his staflF, they were met by Sheridan. General Grant

said: "How are you, Sheridan"?" "First rate, thank v(ni.

How are you?" Grant's tone and manner })laiuly indicat-

ed that he was perfectly satisfied with the position of

affairs. "Is Lee over theae?" asked Grant. "Yes, he is in

that brick house," said Sheridan. "Let's go over,"

and then all started. They went to the house of Wilbur
McLaan ; the only pjrsjn entering there was General

Grant. The others remained in the front yard for awhile,

out of considcM'ation for General Lee. Shortly after all

were invited in, when the terms of surrender were signed.

There w^re fifteen parsons in the room at the time the

papars were signed. Frances A. Burr, the historian, says

of the occasion : "Sheridan was as marked a figure in face,

pose, expression, dress, as was Lee himself. The con-

federate commander was in full uniform, with sword and

equipment, all of which ^vere nearly or quite new. The
condition of General Lee's and Colonel ^Marshall's clothing

was explained by the fact that the activity of Sheridan's

cavalry in attacking their baggage train had compelled

officers to select the most needed articles and leave the rest

to be destroyed, rather than have them fall into our hands.

Sheridan had fallen unconsciously, as the generals con-

versed, into a strikingly dramatic attitude. The others sat

or lounged with the (juiet of intense interest. Sheridan's

attitude was that of the soldier who expected to be called

suddenly to action. It was that of his mood, for durino-

the whole marvelous pursuit in which h- had led the attack

and the advance, he had been wrought up to the loftiest
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pitch' of tndurauce, courage, foresight, and vital move-

ment. Imleed, he couki almost have stood as a model of

Fate, so alert and unyielding was his attitude. Cavalry

boots, rusty and soiled, covered .half his short, sturdy

limbs. He wore the full uniform of his rank, with sash,

belt and sword. His short, broad, sturdy form stood posed

in strength. The head and face were remarkable. Beard-

less, except a close, dark mustache, its striking lines and

for:us were seen most clearly. The expression was that of

set, fixed force and determination. There was a tremen-

dous degree of vitality in tiie notable figure—a great

amount of intellectual reserve in the lined countenance.

"With close-cropped head and beardless face the height,

depth and breadth of the general's cranium were felt by

all. Tiie jaw, strong and well defined, was not heavy.

There was not a gross line to be seen. The Irish gray eyes

followed searchingly every facial movement of the Confed-

erate leader. That the brain behind that fixed, impassive

sternness was at work could be understood by one glance.

Standing 'at attention,' with heavy sheathed cavalry sabre

resting on his left arm, Sheridan was indeed the embodied

vigilance of the Union army. That morning found ample

cause for vigilance. Tiie bold, ardent, ceaseless j)ursuit

which had followed Five Forks, and especially marked the

advance from .Tettersville, had been rewarded by the secur-

ing of the west ridge , beyond Lee's position and by the

rapid alignment of infantry across the only road by which

Lee could move.

"Tlie Confederates were enmeshed and knew it. The

work of disabling guns and destroying military property

was going on. Custer in the advance was as usual aching

to attack and ca])ture more guns. His division secured

the last taken by actual combat in A^irginia. It was a

wonderfully pictures<|ne sight, for the topographical fea-

tures ])i'rmitte(l a full display of our strengthening and en-

circling lines, as well as the hurried movements of the gal-

lant enemy within the fiiteful circles forming about them.

Lieutenant (ieneral (Jordon, with his corps, faced Sheridan
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and Ord, fretting with tiie impatience of valor. It was his

desire to cnt his way through, and the veterans behind him

wouhl at his word have tried it. Lee knew, however, that

such sacrifice was useless, and took [)ains to forward to

General Sheridan a co])y of his letter to Grant, calling for

a conference to arrange the terms of surrender. Sher-

idan received this at least an liour before Grant did,

with information, also, of the short truce allowed by

Meade, whose army was steadily pressed to its position.

Sheridan at once road down to meet Gordon, accompanied

by Merritt, Custer, Irvin and others." How the news

was received by the 24;th corps can be faintly seen by the

following incident. Captain Ricks, a staff officer, was

present when the first news of the surrender came to them.

The cheering frightened his horse, which dashed off at full

speed, heading toward a column of marching infantiy. A
thought flashed through the riders mind that this would

be a good opportunity to carry the news to the rest of

the corps; so giving free rein to the excited horse, he rode

on. The column opened out for the horse and rider, and

he shouted out the news as he sped on. Captain Ricks

says: "As I was speeding through one of the regiments, I

caught the bright face of a soldier leaning out as far as

possible into the road to catch the message that fell from

my lips. "What is it? What is it?" he anxiously

shouted. "Lee has surrendered his whole army to Grant"

was the reply. Clear and loud, above all the voices, and

quick as the message fell upon his ear, was his answer:

"Great God! you're the man I've been looking for the last

four years."

The following little incident is given in the langua^i-e

of General Horace Porter. After the terms of surrender

had been signed, and the officers present had been intro-

duced, General Lee said: "I have a thousand or more of

your men as prisoners, General Grant, a number of them

officers, whom we have required to march along with us

for several days. I shall be glad to send them into your

lines as soon as it can be arranged, for I have no provisions
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for tliem. I have, indeed, nothing for my own men. They have

been living for the last few day, principally upon parched

corn, and we are badly in need of both rations and forage.

I telegraphed to Lynchburg, directing several train loads

of rations to be sent on by rail from there, and when they

arrive I should be glad to have the present wants of my
men sup])lied from them."

All eyes were now turned upon Sheridan, for he had

ca])tured these trains with his cavalry the night before,

near Aj)pomattox Station. The cavalry was always there—

wherever that might be. After Lee had ridden away from

the McLean house, there became a desire among the Union

officers to secure some relic of the memorable occasion.

Sheridan shared this feeling with the rest, but his desire

took a generous turn, for he gave McLean twenty dollars

in gold for the little table on which the agreement was

M-ritten, and at once gave it to Custer, who started to camp

bearing it upon his shoulder.

The cavalry remained in line all day, and late in the

evening went into camj). On the 10th the return march

was commenced, and, strange to relate, the men seemed

unusually despondent. But little conversation was in-

dulged in, every one seemed to be busy with his own

thoughts. Was it because their grim occupation was gone?

Certainly not. As the sombre march of that gloomy, dark

and rainy day occurs to my mind, it recalls the words of

Shakespeare :

Oh, farewell

!

Farewell the neighing steed and the shrill trump,

The spirit-stirring drum, the ear-piercing fife.

The ntyal banner; and all quality.

Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war.

And O, you mortal engines, whose rude throats

The ininiortal Jove's dread clamors counterfeit,

Farewell."

General Grant and staff marched with us that day,

but owin^ j)robably to the low spirits of the troopers,

n;) atteiiiiin was given the "silent man" although

this was the first time the Virginia brigade at
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least had even neen him. In the cveninj^ we camped

at Prospect Station, on the Sonthside railroad. On the

11th the march was continued very slow, and on going

into camp the mail v.as distributed to us, the second re-

ceived in six weeks. This had the effect of somewhat re-

storing the '^riders" to their normal condition. Soldiers

are like children. They can not remain in sullen spirits

very long. It was only nine miles to Burkesville Junction

which ended our march of the 12th. The roads were again

in a miserable condition for marching, and our horses were

almost worn out from ovei exertion. To tiie noble en-

durance of these animals may largely be attributed the fact

that Lee surrendered when he did, for the wiley Confeder-

ate was making desperate efforts to reach Lynchburg. A
large ambulance train of wounded, mostly cavalry, came

in from the front this evening and were properly cared for.

Also a train of supplies and forage came into camp from

Petersburg; these were badly needed, for avc had been on

starvation rations since the fight at Sailor's Creek, and

where the Second Virginin, to the writer's knowledge, so

generously divided their small stock of rations with the

prisoners they guarded that night.

The 13th was another dark and rainy dtiy,and at Not-

toway C. H., after a march of only twelve miles, the divis-

ion again camped for the night. The announcement that

we will rest here a few days,was received with general satis-

faction. Clothing also reached us at this time, which en-

abled many of the boys to lay aside their butternut clothes,

which, of necessity, they had been compelled to wear.

Squads of returning Confederates were passing camj) all

eveninor, apparently well satisfied at the turn aflairs had

taken.

General Custer started for Washington with thirty-

seven rebel flags captured l)y the division within the last

eight days. The 14th was to witness the raising of the old

flag over Fort Sunipter, and our battery fired two hundred

guns in honor of tlic occasion.

Earlv on the morning of the fifteenth we were
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aroused by the patter of rain on our little tents and as the

day of the 14th had been so pleasant, a great many had

neglected to cut the essential ditch around the tents, and

in listening to the patter of rain upon the roof, the water

had been silently and surely working its way under the

beds, which were made on the ground. However, the

boys consoled themselves with the reasonable conclusion

that it might have been worse. During the day the news

of the assassination of President Lincoln reached

camj), and soon the company streets were thronged by

eager crowds discussing the awful tragedy, and all were

eager to learn the particulars. So much had occurred

witliin the last two weeks that the mind could scarcely com-

prehend it all. To again put the boys out of humor,

rations had become exceedingly short.

Plenty were within reach, but there seemed to be an

over suj)ply of red tape. Semi-starvation does not pio-

duce good liumor, and the humblest private in the ranks

knows that when the rations were in sight, as it were,

there was something wrong if they were not issued. Ow-
ing to this fact the command remained in camp, M'ith

signs of a storm brewing among the troops. On the 17th

the rations were issued. On the 18th the column reached

Petersburg and camped one mile west of the city, on the

ground fought over by the Sixtii corps on the second.

Several fine residences around this spot had been destroyed,

but the beautiful lawns and other oiitward appearances gave

silent evidence of that outward adornment characteristic

of \^irginia residences.

This day there was given to every officer and enlisted

man ot (ieneral Custer's division, the following order

]»i-iiited in l)eautiful colors and which to-day adorn the

lidiiics ol many of the bold riders and their families:

Headquarters Third Cavalry Division, 1

Appomattox Court House, Va., April 9, 1865. j

Soldiers of the Third Cavalry Division:—With pro-
f(-und gratitude toward the God of battles, by whose bless-

ings our enemies have been humbled and our arms rendered
triuM)])hant, your commanding general avails himself of
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this, his first opportunity,to exprpss to you liis admiration

of the heroic manner in which you have passed through
the series of battles which to-day resulted in the surrender

of the euemys entire army. The record established by

your indomitable courage, is unparalleled in the annals of

war. Your prowess has even won for you the respect and
admiration of your enemies. During tlie last six months,

although in most instances confronted by superior num-
bers, you have captured from the enemy in open battel,

one hundred and eleven pieces of field artillery, sixty-five

battle flags, and upwards often thousand prisoners of war,

including seven general officers. Within the past ten days

and included in the above, you have captured forfy-six

pieces of artillery and thirty battle flags. You have never

lost a gun—never lost a color—and have never been de-

feated. And notwithstanding the numerous engagements
in which you have born a prominent part, including those

memorable battles of the Shenandoah, you have caj)tured

every piece of artillery the enemy has dared to open upon
you. The near approach of peace renders it improbable

that you will again be called upon to undergo the

fatigues of the toilsome march, or the exposure

of the battlefield ; but, should the assistance of keen

blades, yielded by your sturdy arms, be required to hasten

the coming of that glorious peace for which we have been

so long contending, the general commanding is ])roudly

confident that in the future, as in the past, every demand
will meet with a willing and hearty response.

Let us hope that our work is done, and that, blessed

with the comfort of peace, we may soon be permitted to

enjoy the pleasure of home and friends. For our comrades
who have fallen let us ever cherish a grateful rememl)rance.

To the wounded, and those who languish in southern

prisons, let our heartfelt sympathies be tendered. And
now speaking for myself alone, when the war is ended,

and the task of the historian begins; when those deeds of

daring, which have rendered the name and fame of the

Third Cavalry Division imperishable, are inscribed on the

bright pages of our country's history, I only ask that my
name may be written as that of the commander of the

Third Cavalry Division,

G. A. Custer, Brevet Major GencMal.

A. Adjutant Gp:neral Earnhardt.
The few days passed in camp here were pleasant. All

the works in and around the citv were viewed with much



234 OFF FOR rETERSBURG.

interest. The Confederate works looked quite formidable,

but were much defaced by shot and shell. Nearly all the

soldier quarters were underground, and from all appear-

ances the Johnnies passed an uncomfortable winter. Sev-

eral sutlers arrived about this time, and exposed their

goods for sale at such exhorbitant prices, that the long

pent up wrath of the soldiers toward this enter-

prising class of merchants was somewhat appeased

by the destruction of their tents and the consequent

loss of some of their goods. The large majority of

the men were opposed to these acts of vandalism,

and had nothing to do with them, yet when the raid was

made on our own brigade sutler. General Tibbetts then in

temporary command, promiscuously arrested every man
found on the streets at that hour, 10 p. m. Three such

arrests were made from the writer's com})any, neither of

whom had anything to do with the raid. With others,

they were hurriedly taken nearly three miles from the

camp, and subjected to most inhun.an treatment, such as

depriving them of food and even water, and being forced

to walk until exhausted. I am indebted to Felix J. Bax-

ter, a member of Company H, an educated and refined

gentleman, now a resident of Sutton, West Virginia, for

the particulars of these unwarranted jH'oceedings of this

inhuman officer. The men were kept away thirty-six

hours, without the knowledge of either the company

officers, or the file. Immediately after this the general

had business in Washington.

On the 23d, much to the surprine ol the troopers, an

ord?r was issued for the arming of all the unarmed men.

The general supposition was that we were to march to the

rear of General Johnson, who had not yet surrendered.

Early on the morning of the 24th the bugles in all di-

rections were sounding "boot and saddle," and the "general

call." This meant marching. When a camp near a town

is to be broken, hundreds of i)ersons white and black

gather there to secure what the siddiers mav leave in the

way of clothing, etc. On this occasion the camp was
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thronged, and as the weather had become quite warm they

were well repaid. At eight o'clock General Sheridan and

staif pass camp, and soon the entire cavalry are in column

filing out the Boydton plank road. A halt was made at

Dinwiddle C. H., and some of us had the pleasure of vis-

iting the place where we were engaged dismounted on

March 31st.

The march was continued, and on the 25th the Notto-

way river was crossed on an old and very rickety bridge,

and in the evening went into camp near the north fork of

the Meherrin river. The next morning that stream was'

safely forded. The weather was delightful, the road cool

and shady, all nature was becomingly dressed in the garb

of early spring. Even the grim warriors appreciated the

beautiful surroundings, and gathered boquets of rare wild

flowers. It is with light hearts and buoyant spirits, at five

o'clock in the evening, that the column enters the pi-etty

little village of Boydton. All the bauds were playing

^Hail Columbia !" The entire population of the village re-

paired to the main street to view the cavalcade. M cut

into camp near the college grounds. On the 27th the

miarch was resumed. Great crowds of people, white and

black, thronged the road and camp. The joy of the negroes

was great, and they afforded considerable amusement for

the troopers, who now, more than at any other period of

the war, could see fun in almost anything.

At noon the column reached the Staunton river and a

temporary bridge was made from boats which had been

secured by Major Young and General Sheridan's scouts.

On the 28th, marched to near South Boston, on Dan

River, not far from the North Carolina line, where intelli-

gence of Johnston's surrender was received. On th» 29lh

the command started on the return march, taking anoti.er

route, arriving in Petersburg, May 5th. All the houses

passed on this return march displayed a white Hag in

token of surrender. The natives also intended the fiag to

represent that the days of foraging were over, and that no

more chickens were for sale. Remained in camp near
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Petersburg until the lOtli, -when the division started to

march to Washington. While in camp here, Gen. Custer's

wife visited him. She was a beautiful and accomplished

lady and a fine equestrian, and seemed to be a fitting com-

j)anion for such a brave officer as our idolized commander.

Mrs. Custer remained with the division until it was dis-

banded. General Custer always wore a crimson necktie,

which consisted of a strip of red merino goods about six

inches wide and one yard long. This was worn around

the neck, looped once, and the ends tucked beneath the

vest. While at Petersburg Mrs. Custer suggested the idea

of the entire division wearing this jaunty affair, and the

suggestion was at once concurred in, but the goods could

not be secured in Petersburg or Ilichmond.

During the march to Washington we were much grat-

ified in being permitted to march through the city of Rich-

mond, and many other places made famous by the war,

among which might be mentioned Slaughter Mountain,

Cedar Grove, Bull Run, and other noted places.

On the IGth the cavalry arrived at Alexandria and

camped on Federal Hill in full view of the capital city of

the United States. The scene of Colonel Ellsworth's

death was visited by about every soldier of the command.
The stairs where the Colonel met his death had been

nearly cut to pieces by relic hunters. While in camp
here, the order appointing the 23rd and 24th days of May
for the grand review of all the armies assembling around

Washington was issued. A few days after arriving at

Alexandria the camp was moved to near the south end of

the long bridge, one mile from Washington. While going

into camp here, quite an amusing incident occurred which

demonstrated the fact that the boys did not know much
about the ebb and flow of the tide. Some of them

pitched their camp on a i)eautifiil beach near the Potomac

River. The tide came up and cut them olf from the main

camp. Wiien they realized their situation, they hastily

shouldered iheir traps and waded out. This afforded rich

amusement for those who witnessed the uccurrence. One



OFF FOR rETERSBURG, 237

of them remarked that was the first time he ever saw a

river run up stream. On Sunday, ]\Iay 21st, the entire

division marched through Washington to a camp near the

historic village of Bladensburg, six miles from the capital.

While passing through the city General Sheridan was ob-

served standing on the verandah of a house, and was warmly

greeted by the troopers, but while passing down Pennsyl-

vania avenue Gen. Custer viewed the column from Willard's

Hotel, and at sight of him, such cheers were given by each

passing squadron, as fully demonstrated the love and admira-

tion with which the Third Cavalry Division regarded their

commander. Mrs. Custer stood nearthe general and no doubt

very properly thought that some of the cheers were in-

tended for her. Before the review the division was twice

more marched through the city and back again; of course

this was done for display, but by whose orders it does not

appear. In cam]) great preparations were being made for

the grand review. The red neck-ties had been secured,

clothing was carefully cleaned for the occasion, arms and

equipments brightened, and above all, the horses had been

given the best of care. The event, it was believed, would

be the crowning affair in our soldier lives, for after that

we expected to be mustered out. The only thing needed

to give the troopers the freedom of the city was a pair of

shoulder straps. And as these were quite cheap, the like

of the number ofsecond lieutenants of cavalry was never seen

on the streets of Washington. Xo more nobler or k inder man

than Lt. Col. Allen ever lived, and, as it was said of Caesar,

"He knew all his ^en." When the Colonel would meet

dozens of lieutenants of his own regiment wiiom he knew

had not been promoted, he could do nothing less than

smile and pass on.

Preparations for the review Avere going forward on a

grand scale within the city. The most beautiful arrange-

ments were the stands arranged for the states. Seats were

erected wherever space would admit. Pennsylvania av-

enue was one mass of bunting. At length the eventful

day (the 23d) arrived and our division was honored by
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being placet! at tlie head of the coliumi. It was not later

than nine o'clock, when, Mith ])an(ls playing and colors

flying, we marched down Capital Hill in close column, by

platoons, and filing up Pennsylvania avenue, the beauty

and grandeur of the scene was revealed in all its splendor.

Every inch of standing room on the sidewalks and cross

streets were packed with people. Verandas and house-

tops were at a premium. Two miles of police and patrols

were necessary to keep the crowd back. Flags and hand-

kerchiefs were waved, clapping of liands, cheering and

other demonstrations of the excited throng greeted us on

every side. Custer's division of three thousand men, with

their (crimson ties, received quite an ovation all along the

line, and more particularly at the Treasury building and at

the Ohio stand, where beautiful flowers were showered

into the ranks by fair maidens and children. The review-

ing stand was located in front of the president's mansion,

and here the crowd was the greatest and the most demon-

strative. After passing in review, the cavalry galloped

back G street, went to camp, divested themselves of arms

and accoutrements, walked back to the city and

helped swell the crowd. In the afternoon the

army of the Potomac passed in review and the solid tramp

of infantry and the rumble of artillery occupied the entire

afternoon. This army showed their splendid discipline,

by their regular and steady marching, and their straight

and compact lines elicited the admiration of all.

On the 24th General Sherman's army of veterans

passed in review, and as this was their first appearance in

the city, their coming was looked to with much interest.

This army more fully exemplified to the people, an army

on a march in an enemy's country, as they were accom-

panied by the usual accessories, viz: led horses with camp
equipage, negroes leading dilapidated mules Avith their

camp goods on their backs, all of wdiich afforded great

amusement for the people. A few days after the review

—

which has gone down in history as one of the grandest

affairs of the kind the country ever witnessed—the third
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cavalry dlvisiou was called in line to bid farewell to Gen-

eral Custer, who had been ordered to Texas. The general

and his wife rode along the front of the line at a gallop,

the general waving his hat in token of farewell.

That was the last we ever saw of General Custer, (he

golden-haired trooper, and one of the most dashing, dar-

ing aud gallant cavalry leaders, whose genius had been de-

veloped by the war. After the great review, and after our

leader had left us, we looked anxiously forward to the time

when we would be mustered out of service. The enter-

prising news boys on coming into camp would cry out,

"here's your daily, all about mustering out the troops. "

This anuounconiGnt would generally sell the papars,—and

"sell" the troopers also. But all things finally come to an

end; and when the first few days of balmy June had been

added to our term of service, an orde.i was issued for the first

Second and Third West Virginia Cavalry, to proceed by

the B. & O. R. 11. to Wheeling, West Virginia, for tha

purpose of being mustered out. It was with joyful hearts

that the third brigade marched into the capital city and

formed on Maryland Avenue, squadron front.

It was late in the evening of the 17th when our horses

were all on board, after which another section of train, with

a mixture <jf passengers and box cars, held the men. In

due time all arrived safely in Wheeling, horses were sad-

dled, aud all marched over the bridge and went into camp

on Wheeling Island. Hardly had the command pitched

camp when squads were seen going over to Bridgeport,

and experienced the proud satisfaction of standing on the

soil of our own beloved state of Ohio, or God's country as

the boys commonly termed it. While in camp here the

writer received from a lady the following poem, which had

been clipped from the Pittsburgh Dispatch :
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THE HEROES OF THE CUSTER TIE."

[Dedicated to the Third Cavalry Division.]

The heroes of the "Custer Tie," i

The lads who love the crimson dye,
.|

In all Columbia's glorious land,

AVhere all are brave, there's not one band
Ijike those who wear the "Custer Tie."

When the fierc:; charge the trumpets tell, '

Their eyes flash fire, their bosoms swell

—

With rifles cocked and gleaming sword, i

Like rivers through its outhanks poured,

Rush Custer's lads with deafening yell.

No pause for them when bullets fly,
|

And battle's clouds obscures the sky
; I

Some slain, some wounded, fill the dust

;

|

The rest are maddened—onward burst

—

•
|

And startled foemen fall or fly.
|

The rider's valor gives new force
'

In battle's shock to his swift horse

—

Like eagles swooping on their prey.

Or like the vivid lightning's ray
;

!

The squadron dashes on its course.
|

The banners were l)y proud foes borne, i

The guns from field and fortress torn,
\

Where arc those flags which once waved high? ,*

Where is that dread artillery?
i

They now those heroes camps adorn. i

Well may they shout—well may they brag,
j

Who never lost one gun, or flag. I

Who never heard a hostile gun, J

But quick surrounded, seized and won.
The piece within their linos they drag.

For gallant Custer's boys a cheer,

For lionor, will and daring fear,
,

They rushod the l)ravest, and the first,

AV'hon at the fbomen's ranks they burst,
]

And spread before them fiight and fear. ^

i
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Famed warriors of the Custer tie,

The time of peace and home is nigh,

Wont the dear ones you left at home
With joy and pride around you come

And cUisj) those with the crimson lie?

Give those for rank and wealth who wear
The ])ile of gold, the glittering star,

We'll wear our badge of bravery.

Our brave divisions crimson tie,

In peace, in war, at home, afar.

And should our country e'er demand
For other wars vour veteran band,

The heroes of the "Custer Tie"

Pre])ared to conquer, or to die,

Around the stars and stripes they'll stand.

I had three hundred copies of this poem printed, and

sold them over canij). I would usually get a s(puid around

me, read the ])oem aloud, then offer them for sale. On
one occasion when reading it to a squad of the First Vir-

ginia, I noticed one man near m'j who listened to the read-

ing, with interest until I came to the line,

"And should our country e'er demand
For other wars our veteran baud"

—

when with a disgusted look he turned to leave, at the same

time remarking,-"I'll be d—d ifthey get this veteran?" The

Jevr clothiers of Wheeling reaped quite a harvest in sell

ing clothing to the hien. The boys would buy entire suits

pack them in a valise, put their names on the valise, and

leave them wdth the merchants until pay day.

These enterprising and grasping people kept open

stores all day on one Sabbath, which was contrary to law.

For this they gladly paid fifty dollars fine each. They

could well afford to do so.

At last, on the fourth day of July, 18(55, at 10 o'clock

a. m., in one of the streets of Wheeling, our freedom pai)ers

were placed in our hand, together with what Uncle Sam

owed us, in the way of crisp, new and bright greenbacks.

It was very amusing to see the boys walk up to the win-

dow as their names were called and receive their final dis-
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char<;es. Several himdrt'd citizens and soldiers were spec-

tators, and as the veterans, who had faced death hnndreds

of times, realized that they were once more free men, they

were so overcome with emotion that many of them, by

their ludicrous actions, kept the audience in roars of laugh-

ter.

Here let iis pause. Near twenty-eight years have

passed, with their suujmers and winters. Dear nature has

kissed alike the graves of Union and Confederate, and her

robes of verdure or of snow, are the proofs of loving im-

partiality. But memories live. The boys came home
again—but alas ! not all of them. As Francis A. Durivage

so simply and pathetically sings:

"There bangs a sabre, and there a rein.

With rusty buckle and gi'cen curb chain;

A pair of spurs on the old gray wall,

And a moldy saddle—well, that is all.

Come out to the stable, it is not far,

The moss-grown door is hanging ajar;

Look within ! there's an em])ty stall,

Where once stood a charger—and that is all.

The good black steed came riderless home.
Flecked with blood-drops, as well as foam,

Do you see that mound where the dead leaves fall?

The good black horse j)ined to death—that's all.

All? O, God ! it is all I can speak
;

Question me not—I am old and weak,
His saddle and sabre hang on the wall,

And his horse pined to death—I have told you all.
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A PARTIAL LIST OF ENGAGEMENTS PARTICT-
PATED IN BY THE REGIMENT.

Operated against <_,ucrri!lra.s in the Guyandottc and

Mud River valleys, December IGtli, !8Gl to April 28th,

1862; Huntersville, January 4th ; Paintsville, Kentucky,

January 7th; Dry Fork, January Sth, 1862; Levvisburg,

May 10th; near White Sulphur, May 12th; Callahan's

Station, May 16th ; destruction of bridge over Cow I'as-

ture River, May 17th; Battle Levvisburg, May 23rd.

Many minor engagements in the counties of Greenbriar.

Fayette, Mercer, Raleigh and Wyoming, during the months

of Jnne, July and August, 1862 ; Barboursville, West
Virginia, September 8th; expedition to Greenbriar county,

Novendjer 9th to 13th; Sinking Creek, November 26th.

1 863.

Third action at Lewisburg, May 2nd ; Summerville,

May 12th; Loup Creek, June 27th; Raleigh C. IT., July

4th; Coal River Glades, July 5th; Shady Springs, July

14th; Abbs Valley, July 17th; Wytheville, July 18th;

Fayetteville, July 28th; Rocky Gap, August 2'jth ; Mill-

point, November 5th ; Big Sewell Mountain,December 12th.

1864.

Grassy Lick, May 7th; Abbs Valley, May 8th; Cove

Mountain Ga]>, May 10th; Dublin, May^l2th; Jenkins

River, May 14th ; Salt P<md Mountain Gap, May 18th
;

Muddy Creek, May 29th ; Buffalo Gap, June 9th ; New-
port, June 10th ; near Lexington, June 11th, Bu(4innan,

June 13th; Otter Gap, June 15th; New London, June

16th ; Diamond Hill, June 17th a. m. ; Lynchburg, June

17th and 18th; (Vimpbell C. IL, June 19th; Liberty,

June 20th; ]jonsack, June 21st; Salem, Juno 22nd;

Mountain Cove on Catawba Creek, June 22nd (evening);

near White Sulphur Springs June 2-)d. Transferred to

Shenandoah Valley—Ste[)henson's Depot, July 20th; New-
town, July 22nd; Kearnstown, July 23rd; Winchester,
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July 24tli; Bunker Hill, July 25th; Martinsburg, July

25tli; CluimUersburg, July oOtli; Moorofield, August 7th;

Williaiu.sport, August 27th: Martinsburg, August 31st;

Bucklostown, September 2n(l; Bunker Hill, September 3d

and 4th; Carter's Farm, September 5th; on Valley Pike

each day of September 13, 14, 15, 1(5, 17, 18th; Opequau
or Winchester, September 19th; between Winchester

and Fisher's Hill, September 21st; Fisher's Hill,

September 22nd; Mount Jackson, September 23rd;

Timberville or Broadway, September 24th; l^orrest Hill,

September 24th p. m.; Weyer's Cave, September 26th and

27th; Cedar Creek, October 19th; Milford, Luray Valley,

Oetober 26th; Ninevah, Front Royal Pike, October 12th;

Rudc's Hill, November 23rd; Liberty Mills, December
22; near Gordonsville, December 23rd.

1865.

Mount Crawford, March 1st; Waynesboro, March 2nd,

Dinwiddle C. H., March 31st: l^ive Forks, April 1st;

Deep Creek, April 3rd; Sailor's Creek, April 6th; Appo-
mattox Station, April 8th; Appomattox, April 9th.
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List of dentils of enlisted men of the Second West
Virginia Cavalry Volunteers from the date of organization

to the date of muster out, June oOth, 1865 :

Edward A. Thomas, Sergeant Major, killed in action

at Winchester, Virginia, July 26th, 1864. John R. James,

Hospital Stewatt, died September 4th, 1862, at Gauley

Bridge, Virginia.

COMPAXY A.

Theodore Dunbar. Corporal, killed in action at Deep
Creek, Virginia, April 3rd, 1865. Thomas A. Singer,

Bugler, killed at Bunker Hill, September, 1864. David

C. Bailey, Private, died October, 1863, while undergoing

sentence of G. C. M. at Camp Chase, Ohio. Summer F.

Chase, Private, killed at Cove Mountain, May 10th, 1864.

Thomas B. King, Private, died July, 1864, at Gallipolis,

Ohio. J. W. McCormick, Private, killed at Cove Moun-
tain, May 10, 1864. Thomas McMasters, Private, died

April 28th, 1865^ at Ft. Monroe, Virginia, of wounds re-

ceived at Five Forks. Charles R. Russell, Private, killed

at Deep Creek, April 3rd, 1865. John AV. Robertson,

Private, killed Front Royal, Nov. 26, '64; Win. M. Rey-

nolds, Private, killed Shenandoah, Aug. 1864; Joseph

Radford, Private, killed by pistol shot at hands of W. H.
Grouser, Dec. 28, 1862; Thomas C. Skiles, Private, died

Sept. 28, 1862, consumption.

COMPANY B.

John N. Stewart, Commissary Sergeant, died while

prisoner of war at Belle Isle, date unknown; Martin

Van Every, Sergeant, died April 20, 1862, Charleston,

W. Va.; Braxton P. Reeves, Sergeant, killed at

Barboursville, W. Va., September 8, 1863; Irwin

R. Hailey, Corpoi-al, killed September 5, 1864;
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Edward Mitchell, blacksmith, died April 30, 1863, Hos-

pital, Fayettcville, Va.; Thos. H. Toinlinson, Musician,

found dead Sept. 1863, Camp Piatt; James H. Butler,

Private, drowned, Oct. 11, 1863, Ohio river; E. Blanken-

ship. Private, died Oct. 7, 1862, at Gallipolis, O; Lewis

Conway, Private, died Jan. 16, 1864, home of pneumonia;

Edmond Davis, Private, died, June 16, 1863, fronton, O.;

Henry f^. Henshaw, Private, died from wounds received

at Wytheville, Va., July 18, 1863; George Hoffman, Priv-

ate, died from wounds received at Lewisburg, Va., May
18, 1863; Henry Jones, Private, died from wounds, Sept.

10, 1864; Amos McICee, Private, killed in action at Hag-

er's Hill, Ky., Jan. 7, 1862; Elias Spencer, Private, killed

at Deep Creek, Va., April 3, 1865.

COMPANY C.

Enoch L. Dye, Sergeant, killed near Raleigh C, H.,

July 14, 1863; John W. Swallow, Corporal, died, Jan. 4,

1864, Charleston, W. Va., of typhoid fever; Baldwin Cox,

Private, died March 27, 1862 at home of consumption; B.

S. Hamilton, Private, died July 15, 1863 of wounds re-

ceived at Raleigh C. H., July 14, 1863; Hudson Hoskins,

Private, killed, Newport, Va. June 20, 1864; Albert W.
Leonard, Private, killed on Jennies Creek, Ky, Jan. 7,

1862; Marion McMiHin, Private, killed Mountain Cove Va.,

June 22, 1864; Levi J. Mercer, Private, died April 9,

1865, Frederick, Md.; Saml. M. Stypes, Private, died

Dec. 2, 1864, Annapolis, Md.; James H. Shreves, Private,

died Sept. 20, 1802, CJallipolis, O.; William Smith, Private,

died Jan. 27, 1863, Guyandotte, Va.; Stephen Ullum, Pri-

vate, died Nov. 14, 1862, Point Pleasant, Va.; Jeremiah

M. Boyd, 1st lieutenant, killed near Carters Farm, Sept.

1864.

COMPANY 1).

John Nunnemaker, Sergeant, killed at Peters-

burg, Va., March 28, 1865; David C. Dowry, Cor-

poral, died March 28, 1863, Camp Piatt, Va.; George

F. Black, Private, died July 28, 1862, Vinton coun-

ty, O.; Granville C. Bobd, I'rivatc, died March 23
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18G3, Charleston, W. Xix.; Wm. F. Burgess, Private, died

Feb. 15, 1864, Charleston. W. Va.; John Hanning^ Pri-

vate, died of wounds reeeived at Cove Gap, Va., May 10,

1864; Chas. P. Herald,'^died of wounds received at Cove

Gap, Ya., May 10, 1864; Gpnville Jone.<, Private, died at

Andersonville, Ga.; John J. Jackson, killed in action at

Branson's Farm, Va., Sejit. 5, 1864; Courtney Lowry, Pri-

vate, died August 12, 1863, Vinton Co. O., of typhoid

fever: William R3niyr Private, died June 28, 18"64 at

Loup Creek, Va., of typhoid fever; Baujamin Stephens, Pri-

vate, died Dec. 9, 1864, at Pleasant Valley, Md., of inter-

mittent fever; Daniel T. Wills, Private, died of wounds re-

ceived at Five Forks, Va., April 1, 1865.

COMPANY E.

John D. Barber, 1st Lieutenant, killed at Winchester,

July 27, 1864; Thomas Luusford, Sergeant, died January

18, 1865, in hospital at Winchester, Va., from wounds re-

ceived at the hands of Quince Christian; illexander Kin-

neer. Corporal, died January 23, 1885, while prisoner of

war at Salsbury, N. C; William Smith, Corporal, died

July 16, 1864, in hospital at Gallipolis, O.; Edward Hemp-
field, Bugler, died Sej)t. 9, 1864, from wounds received in

action; Silas A. Burdett, Private, died Oct. 15, 1863, at

Charleston, W. Va.; John L. Chaplin, Private, died Feb.

1862, Guyandotte, AV. Va.; James Cochran, Private, died

April 25, 1865, of wounds received in action; Samuel A.

Durbin, Private, died July 17, 1862, in hospital

at Gauley Bridge, W^est V^irginia; Jackson Elder-

kin, died November 9, 1864, Washington, D. C;
Wm. H. Filkill, Private, died Sept. 15, 1862, Gallipolis,

O.; John Goodfellow, Prival(\ died April 1], 1865,

Ilarjjer's Ferry; William M. Hartford, Private,

killed by bushwhackers on Coal river, Jidy 5, 1863;

Justice Irwin, Private, died Belle Isle (prisoner) date un-

known; John W. Mullen. Private, died March 20, 1865,

White House, Va.; William W. Orr, Private, died of

wounds received at Ijcwisburg, Va., May 2, 1863; George

Phillip.s, Private, Lilled near Winchestei-, Yi\., .lulv 27,
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1864; Dennis Sullivan, Pri\'nte, died April 27, 1865 from

wounds received in action, Washington, D. C; Franklin

Worraan, Private, died March 1862, Guyandotte, Va.

COMPANY F.

Joseph N. Bolen, Private, reported killed near Giles

C. H., May 2, 1863; John Fitzpatrick, Private, died from

wounds received at Summerville, date unknown; Isaac

Howell, Private, date, cause and place unknown; Alpheus

T. ^Martin, Private, died January 22nd, 1865, Pine Grove,

O.- George D. Pyle, Private, killed at Appomattox, April

8, 1865; James W. Perry, Private, date, cause and place

unknown; Charles J. Fathers, Private, date, cause and

place unknown; Freeman Scott, Private, date, cause and

place unknown; Joseph P. Taylor, Private, died May 9th,

1862, lung fever, at Charleston, W. A^a.

COMPANY G.

Pressly Lunsford, Sergeant, killed in action at Win-

chester Va., July 24, 1864; John Dundan, Sergeant,

drowned in Kanawha river, February 26, 1864; James

McConnell, Corporal, died August 25, 1864, Cumberland,

Md.; Jacob Claybaugh, Bugler, killed at Camp Piatt, June

5 1864; John Collard, l^rivate, died April 10, 1865 in

hospital at City Point, Va., of wounds received in action;

George Dunfield, Private, died December 11, 1863, in

Libby Prison, Va.; Edward Doran, Private, died March

24 1862, hospital, Guyandotte, \a.; William Daw-

son Private, died April 26, 1865, at Fort Monroe

of wounds received in action; W. B. Hutchison,

Private, killed at Sailor's Creek, April 6, 1865;

Alberto Harvey, Private, killed at Lewisburg, Vir-

trinia May 2, 1863; Matthew Miller, Private, died

June 1, 1863, at Camp Piatt, Virginia; E. N. J. More-

land, Private, died May 26, 1865, at Nashville, Tennessee;

Griff Zinn, 1^'ivate, killed at Five Forks, A^irginia,

April 1, 1865.

COMPANY H.

Georo-e W. Shoemaker, Second lieutenant, killed

May 2, 1863, at Lewisburg, Virginia; A\'m. H. Burn-
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side, Sergeant, died September 4, 18(j2, at Gallipolis,

Ohio; Scott Gard, Corporal, killed June 22, 1<S64, near

Salem, Virginia; Joseph M. Baxter, Private, died of

wounds received in action July 24, 1864; William Brooks,

Private, died October 3, 1862, at Gallipolis, Ohio; Samuel

Clare, Private, died April 10, 1863, at Charleston, of

typhoid fevei; Cyrenus B. Faires, Private, died April 6,

1863, at Camp Piatt, Virginia; William Garvin, Private,

killed June 22, 1864, near Salem, Virginia; Peter God-

dard. Private, died October 1, 1862, at Gallipolis, Ohio;

George W. Hale, Private, killed at Lewisburg, Virginia,

May 2, 1863; Joseph J. Harding, Private, killed at Brush

Mountain, A'irginia, June 26, 1864; John 11. James, Pri-

vate, died September 10, 1862; Jacob P. MilhofF, Private,

died February 2, 1862, at Guyaudotte, Virginia; Thomas

T. Morton, Private, died of wounds received July 24, 1864;

Isaac Moore, Private, killed near Salem, Virginia, June

22, 1864; Benjamin Prim, Private, killed near Salem,

Virginia, June 22, 1864; George W. Simpson, Private,

killed at Fisher's Hill, September 21, 1864; James H.

Smith, Private, killed at Lewisburg, Virginia, May 2, 1863;

Andrew J. Weed, Private, died from wounds received in

action July 22, 1864; Cornelius Wormau, Private, died

September 30, 1863, at Gallipolis, Ohio; James Woodram,

Private, killed at Lynchburg, Virginia, June 17, 1864;

COMPANY I.

George K. Weir, First Lieutenant, killed at Fayetts-

ville, September 12, 1862; John W. Hoover, Corporal,

died May 1, 1862, at Charleston, ^Y. Va.; Thomas O'Brien,

Corporal, drowned in New river, Va. May 11, 1864: My-
ron Packard, Corporal, died March 12, 1864, in rebel

prison; Michael Crantz, Private, died March 12, 1862,

at Camp Piatt, Va; David Dill, Private, died May 1, 1863,

Camp Piatt, Va; Isaac loggers. Private, died December 4,

1863, in Libby Prison; Cyrus Harris, Private, died Feb-

ruary, 1862, Guyaudotte, Va.; Casper Hewitt, Private,

died from wounds accidentally received at Meadow Bluff,

July 1862; W. F. M. Boberts-, Private, died February,
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1864, Tcnn; Bryon Roberts, Private, killed at "Win-

chester, September 19, 1861; AVilliam Robinson, Private,

killed at Wythe v^lle, July 18, 1863; David Sluder,

Private, died December 12, 1863, Libby Prison.

COMPANY K.

Jacob A. Myers, Sergeant, killed at Fayetteville, Va.,

July 4, 1863; Rufus Chamberlain, Private, died, date un-

known; John Irwin, Private, died, date unknown; John

Javens, Private, died, date unkno\vn; Edward Martin,

Private, died, date unknown; Daniel O'Donald, Private,

killed on B. & O. R. R., July 19, 1864; James Sweeny,

Private, killed at Fayetteville, Va., July 4, 1864.

COMPANY L. (attached)

James W. Nicholson, Quartermaster Sergeant,

died Summerville, Virginia, November 7, 1863; Alex.

H. Bixler, Sergeant, killed near Raleigh C. H. Va.,

July 14, 1863; Thomas V. Rush, Corporal, killed at

Wytheville, Va., July 18, 1863; John H. Debolt, Private,

killed near Bulltowu, Va., Aug. 21, 1861; John Elliott,

Private, killed at Frederick, Md., Sept. 12, 1862; Daniel

G. Higby, Private, died Feb. 19, 1862, at Fayetteville,

Va; Jacob McCamm, Private, died of wounds received in

action at Raleigh, Va., March 19, 1862; James Noble,

Private, killed near Raleigh, Va., March 14, 1862; John

Shafer, Private, killed at Wythesville, Va., July 18, 1863;

John R. Summers, Private, died Oct. 28,1861, Summers-

ville, Va.; N. R. Walker, Private, died July 21, 1863,

Gallipolis, O.

Total—Deaths, 146;disc barges for disability, 109;

total deaths and discharges, 255.

The first man killed in the regiment was Amos McKee,
of Company B, at Jennies Creek, Kentucky, Jan. 7th,

1862. The last man killed in the regiment was George D.

Pyle, of Company F, at Ap])omatt{)x Station, April 8th,

1865.

It has been found impossible to obtain a full and cor-

rect list of the wounded.



A PA RTIAL LIST OF THE REGIMENT WHO DIED

IN ANDERSONVILLE PRISON.

No. of grave Co. Date Disease

2712 John Golden, G July 1,1864, diarrhoea

4738 Sam'l Gardner, G Aug. 4, 1864, scorbutus

2969 S.C.Jackson, E July 25, 1864, scorbutus

2734 Wni. Leyshou, I July 1, 1864, anasarca

4463 Adam Steele, C Aug. 1, 1864, scorbutus

6098 Granville Jones D Aug. 18, 1864, diarrhoja

39 Myron Packard, I Mar. 13, 1864, pleuritis

2226 Chris. Stewart, I June 20, 1864, diarrhoea

In Danville, Va. prison, Casey L. Kirker, Co. B,

died Dec. 1864, diarrhcea.

At Camp Lawton, Milieu, Ga., No. of grave, 255,

John Hooley, Co. G, uo date.



252 SURVIVOES.

WE OLD BOYS.

'Twas side by side as comrades dear,

In the dark days long ago,

We fought the fight without a fear,

And rendered blow for blow.

In battle, march or prison peu,

Each unto each was true,

As beardless boys became strong men,

And braved the long war through.

And tho' thro' all these years of peace,

We've somewhat older grown.

The spirit of those early days

AVe'll ever proudly own.

Our grand old flag is just as fair,

As in the trying time.

When traitors sought its folds to tear,

And we suppressed the crime.

What if grim age creeps on apace?

Our souls shall not grow old

;

But we will stand as in the days

When we were warriors bold.

We stood for right—for our dear land,

For home, and all that's true,

So firmly clasp hand unto baud,

And comradeship renew.

-I-

+

NAMES AND PRESENT POST-OFFICE ADDRESS
j

OF SURVIVORS OF THE SECOND WEST
|

VIRGINIA CAVALRY. i

Brigadier General W. II. Powell, Belleville, 111.

Lieutenant Colonel J. J. Hofimau, Garnett, Kau.

Major C. E. Harablerou, Chicago, III.

Major R. L. Curtis, Marietta, Ohio.

Major E. S. Morgan, Zaleski, Ohio.
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COMPANY A.

Robert Merrell, Fayetteville, Arkansas.

R. R. Lymau, Salem Center, Mei^s County, Ohio.

G. T. Cartwright, Schuyler, Nebraska.

Joseph W. Grimes, Beatrice, Xeb.

John Alkire, Harrisville, Ohio.

Andrew Dye, Harrisville, Ohio.

Henry Davis, Harrisville, Ohio.

Thad. S. Romines, Rutland, Ohio.

Sheffield Russell, Rutland, Ohio.

G. W. Woodard, Rutland, Ohio.

J. C. Rupe, Rutland, Ohio.

Perry Hysell, Pomcroy, Ohio.

Seldon Humphrey, Pomeroy, Ohio.

J. M. Humphrey, Pomeroy, Ohio.

Alex. R. Quickie, Pomeroy, Ohio

Lieutenant E. D. Robinson, Pomeroy, Ohio.

Clark B. Smith, Pomeroy, Ohio.

David C. Smith, Pomeroy, Ohio.

Geo. P. Stout, Pomeroy, Ohio.

James Garner, Pomeroy, Ohio.

Christopher Ihle, Pomeroy, Ohio.

Geo. W. Fultz, Middleport, Ohio.

T. J. Sprague, Middleport, Ohio.

Joseph H. Gilmore, Bradbury, Ohio.

Nathaniel, Sisson, Marysville, Nottoway Co., Missouri.

Florentine Forrest, Osceola, Iowa.

J. B. Newman, Osceola, Iowa.

B. F. Price, Osceola, Iowa.

W. H. Stevens, Osceola, Iowa.

Freeman Forrest, Burlingham, Ohio.

Ira H. Gilkey, Hemlock Grove, Ohio.

W. G. Saunders, Hemlock Grove, Ohio.

Austin Scott, Hemlock Grove, Ohio.

David AVelkcr, Hemlock Grove, Ohio.

Truman Frost, Hemlock Grove, Ohio.

Alonzo Hunt, Dexter, Ohio.

M. W. Rutherford, Union Ridge, Cabell Co., W. Va.
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Thomas C. Hughes, Prospect, Marion Co., Ohio.

Isaac Salisbury, Harrisville, Ohio.
\

Samuel Welker, Rio Grande, Ohio. i

Peter Parr, Tupper's Plains, Ohio.
^

Ellmore Pierce, Langsville, Ohio. ''

Harvey McClure, Langsville, Ohio. '

A. J. Peck, Hartford City, W. Va.
\

J. W. Ollum, Proctorsville, Ohio.

W. A. Winters, Cutler, Ohio.
!

J. L. Waller, Centralia, 111. I

A. R. Mcintosh, Hanging Rock, Ohio.
\

T. J. Calhoun, Coal Grove, Ohio.

W. W. Calhoun, Austin, Tex.
i

Lewis S. Nease, Antiquity, Ohio.
\

A. J. Greene, Gallipolis, Ohio.
j

Stephen Schilling, 433 Homer Av., Indianapolis, Ind. \

G. W. Morgan, East Unity, N. H.
\

B. M. Chappell, Clements, Kansas.

Edward Newsome, Wilkes ville, Ohio.

A. T. Biggs, Lincoln Centre, Kansas.

Capt. A.Campbell, 908 e. Capitol St.,Washington, D.C.
|

Charles Campbell, Washington, D. C.

J. A. Grouser, Racine, Ohio.

Charles McClain, Racine, Ohio.
,

Geo. M. Krofoot, Syracuse, N. Y.

Peter Gerolman, Chester, Ohio.
;

Arthur C. Love, Dana, Ind.
\

S. C. McElhany, Kerr, Gallia County, Ohio.
,

L. R. Barker, Sioux Falls, S. D.

COMPANY B.
i

R. M. Monroe, Lexington, Ky. j

E. T. Vandervort, Haverhill, Ohio. .*

D. W. Hopkins, Ironton, Ohio.
j

Jesse Able, Ironton, Ohio. J
J. M. Corns, Ironton, Ohio.

j

H. G. Hopkins, Ironton, Ohio.
j

W. G. Hopkins, Ironton, Ohio. \

S. P. Gates, Ironton, Ohio.
;
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Thomas James, Ironton, Ohio.

Frank Hafflick, Irontou, Ohio.

Stephen Gates, Ironton, Ohio.

Capt. W. S. Merrill, Ironton, Ohio.

Samnel Clark, Ironton, Ohio.

Robert Mitchell, Irontou, Ohio.

John Carmichael, Portsmouth, Ohio.

John Ilidout, Wheelersburg, Ohio.

F. Ginheimer, Wheelersburg, Ohio.

Jacob Messer, Minersville, Ohio.

John Saunders, Pedro, Ohio.

A. W. Starling, Ashland, Ivy.

Mills C Hum, Ashland, Ky.

J. S. Duke, Plattsmouth, Neb.

Chas. B. Morris, Winfield, W. Va.

Chas. L. Morris, Winficld, AV. Va.

John H. Denipsey, Hanging Rock, Ohio.

Mordecia Morgan, National Home, Dayton, Ohio.

Thomas "Williams, National Home, Dayton, Ohio.

Jefferson Morris, Campbell, Ohio.

W. L. Caruthers, Pocataligo, W. Va.

Cornelius Carr, Gallipolis, Ohio.

Sydney Brammer, Gallipolis, Ohio.

David Lloyd, Birmingham, Ala.

John Blankenship, Rock Camp, Ohio.

C. P. Bertram, Ohio Center, Kan.

W. W. Furgusou, Proctorsville, Ohio.

Evan P. Evans, Holcomb, Ohio.

Alfred McCoy, Columbus, Ohio,

George Kiscadden, Hanging Rock, Ohio.

Eugene Syfield, Farraty, W. Va.

COMPANY c.

Columbus Penn, Browning, Mo.
W. Christopher, 2028 Pine street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Joseph Dodds, Brownsville, Ohio.

John McKaig, Beaver Falls, Pa.

G. C. Barnes, 46 Scott street, Cleveland, Ohio.

Capt. E. E. Wilson. Independence, Kan.
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John C. Fields, Atwood, Kan.

James B. Mitchell, Jetmore, Kan.

Samuel Smith, Thayer, Kan.

Lieutenant William Church, Williamsburg, Kan.

A. J.Hamilton, Williamsbur<r, Kan.

Capt. Thomas Neal, Pratt, Kan.

S. E. Young, Pratt, Kan.

Lieut. Geo. S. South, 244 Federal St., Alleghany, Pa.

J. M. Wilson, 1172, Santa Fe avenue, Denver, Col.

Alvin Porter, Valparaiso, Neb.

Samuel Ridge way, Brownsville, Ohio.

Charles Switzer, Brownsville, Ohio.

Elias Stewart, Brownsville, Ohio.

John Brown, Antioch, Ohio.

James W. Brown, Antioch, Ohio.

R. M. Hoffman, Antioch, Ohio.

J. M. Hoffman, Antioch, Ohio.

John M. Burns, Crown Hill, W. Ya.

John Coldbaugh, 132 Boyd street, Pittsburg, Pa.

COMPANY D.

A. J. Bobo, Golightly, Alabama.

Morgan Morgan, Zaleski, Ohio.

George Tinkham, Athens, Ohio.

J. S. Shuster, Zaleski, Ohio.

E. A. Johnson, Zaleski, Ohio.

John Kale, Zaleski, Ohio.

James Steele, Wellston, Ohio.

J. F. Toralinson, McArthur, Ohio.

Pearl Dunkle, McArthur, Ohio.

Frank McDowd, McArthur, Ohio.

John Harbarger, 551 Henry street, Columbus, Ohio.

Lieut. G. W. Snyder, 226 17th St., Columbus, O.

Lieutenant W. S. McClannahan, Creola, Ohio.

Lieutenant J. A. Hoover, Pontiac, Illinois.

B. F. Coulter, Zif, AVayne, County, Illinois.

I. N. Cooper, Caldwell, Kansas.

G. W. Fouts, Ashland, Kentucky.

J. L, Hawks, Loup City, Nebraska.



SURVIVORS. 257

Z. Chidestcr, Rock Elm, "Wisconsin.

G. F. I)l;K'k, Rem])le, Jackson County, Ohio.

Wni. Ervine, Dnndas, Ohio.

Joseph W. Andrews, Proctoi-sville, Ohio.

Dominick O'Donnell, Midland, Missouri.

Capt. John McNally, Pittsburo;, Kansas.

J. W. Tatnian, Kinderhook, Ohio.

Isaiah Nixon, St. Charles, Iowa.

L. M. McQuaid, Adelphi, Ohio.

Samuel Watkins, Adelphi, Ohio.

John jNIcElhaney, Tennessee City, Tenn.

Emanuel Jones, Walton, Roane County, W. Va.

RoberfWorkman, Orange, Boone County, W. Va.

Anderson Miller, Orange, Boone County, \V. Va.

Edward Soulsby, Hartford City, W. Yd.

Sylvester Shry, Columbus, Ohio.

COMPANY E.

Captain Jeremiah Davidson, Ironton, Ohio.

Benjamin Addis, Aid, Lawrence County, (Jhio.

I. W. Bunch, Wellston, Ohio.

N. P. Wickersham, AVood River, Neb.

B. F. Fonts, Washington Center, Mo.

Thomas Crisman, Golden, Col.

John L. McMasters, Indianapolis, Ind.

Alex Oliver, Trenton, Mo.

R. L. Coburn, Beverly, Ohio.

R. H. Gilbert, Brooks, Adams County, Ohio.

Archibald Grubb, Waterford, Ohio.

James Burrows, Beverly, Ohio.

Jacob Smith, Rockbridge, Ohio.

Azel S. Vickrey, Sweet Springs, Mo.

A. H. Perry, Fishtown, Ohio.

Elbridge Miller, Watertown, Ohio.

J. M. King, Virginia City, Montana.

G. P. Sanford, Marietta, Ohio.

Martin Eckleberry, Dresden, Ohio.

Solomon Love, 205 North Fourth street, ( 'i)lumbus, O.

W. C. Weir, Columbus, Ohio.
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COMPANY F.

Thomas Sharp, Hamlin, W. Ya.

Thomas Gray, London, Tcnn.

Seneca A. Cowce, Milwaukee, Wis.

Harvey Langley, Milwaukee, A¥is.

John Dyer, Goshen, Kan.

John J. McDeid, Zanesville, Ohio.

John A, Goodwin, Zanesville, Ohio.

David Stouts, Zanesville, Ohio.

Hugh S. Hankiusou, Zanesville, Ohio.

W. R. Cassell, Zanesville, Ohio.

Paul F. Crouley, National Home, Dayton, Ohio.

Charles V. Dyer, Con roe, Tex.

William Mcxitee, Dudley, Ohio.

D. J. Morgaradge, New Haven, W. Va.

W. T. Wilson, Keysport, Penn.

John Styers, Beverly, Ohio.

James B. Nichols, Beverly, Ohio.

George W. Rodgers, Parkersburg, W. Va.

John F. Dearner, Parkersburg, W^. Va.

Elijah Mains, New Straitsville, W. Va.

Simeon Mains, Pattou's Mills, W. Va.

W^ H. Rardeu, Bartlett, W. Va.

Daniel Ross, Heath, W. Va.

Geo. K. Denny, War Department, Washington, D. C.

COMRANY (;.

John Daley, Ironton, Ohio.

James Daley, Ironton, Ohio.

Major John McMahon, Ironton, Ohio.

George Briner, Ironton, Ohio.

Mark King, Ironton, Oliio.

Thomas Barron, Ironton, Ohio.

Richard E. Barron, Ironton, Ohio.

William Doran, Ironton, Ohio.

Levi liunsford, Ironton, Ohio.

John Harvey, Ironton, Ohio.

James B. Butler, Ironton, Ohio.

Jorhua Ashcraft, Ironton, (^hio.



SURVIVORS. 259

William Woods, Ironton, Ohi»).

J. R. Morford, 704 Del avenue, Colntnbus, Ohio.

Julieu H. Morford, Croue, Ohio.

James Barnhart, Coalton, Ohio.

Joseph Jones, Hecia Furnace, Lawrence County, O.

Phillip Riter, Hecla Furnace, Lawrence County, O.
Michael Barrett, Vesuvius F'ce, Lawrence County, O.

C. Waits, Catlettsburg, Ky.
F. J. Zehring, National Home, Dayton, Ohio.

Elani AVilley, Hintou, W. Ya
John K. Dietz, Charleston, W. Va.
David Todd, Charleston, W. Va.

Granville Sloan, Waverly, Ohio.

George Coates, Wilmington, Del.

COMPANY 11.

Emerson McMillin, 40 Wall street. New York.
Martin Cramer, Chillicothe, Ohio.

John Gardner, Hamdeu Junction, Ohio.

John Badclifif, Buchtel, Ohio.

James Flowers, Portsmouth, Ohio.

Lieutenant Jas. W. Ricker, Portsmouth, Ohio.

Jos. J. Sutton, Portsmouth, Ohio.

Andrew McMillin, Jackson, Ohio.

Jefferson Howe, Jackson, Ohio.

C. H. Willis, Jackson, Ohio.

Nathaniel Hoover, Jackson, Ohio.

Columbus Y^eed, Jackson, Ohio.

H. H. jSIarshman, Jackson, Ohio.

John Patton, Jackson, Ohio.

Joseph Meyers, Jackson, Ohio.

Murray McMillin, Marietta, Ohio.

Y\ E. Tucker, Dundas, Ohio.

James Hutchinson, Y^ellston, Ohio.

David Bartoe, Y^ellston, Ohio,

E. G. Kinnison, Oregon avenue, Columbus, Ohio.

S. S. Hawk, Columbus, Ohio.

J. F. Helphcnstein, Columbus, Ohio.

R. E. Hull, Cutler, Ohio.
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A. J. Louderback, Schell, Ohio.

J. A. Umpleby, Dennison, Ohio.

D. W. Cherrington, Irwin, Ohio.

W. H. Lane, Huntington, W. Ya.

Allen Landers, Huntington, AY. Va.

G. W. Fullevton, New Cumberland, W. Va.

Felix Baxter, Sutton, W. Va.

J. W. T. Poor, North Vernon, Ind.

G. A. Stewart, Stockton, Kan.

Alonzo Tarr, Thayer, Kan.

M. O. Sutherland, Conway Springs, Kan.

A. A, Grossman, Bosworth, Mo.

Wm. J. McArron, Long Lane, Mo.

A. T. Philley, 6106 S. Tenth street, St. Louis, Mo.

C. W. Branson, Quitman, Mo.

Charles Weed, Kennard, Neb.

P. V. Ellis, Sigourney, Iowa.

Wm. Brunton, Coalton, Ohio.

COMPANY I.

V. S. Hawk, Nelsonville, Ohio.

G. W. Loudon, Nelsonville, Ohio,

Daniel Varran, Nelsonville, Ohio.

L. J. Kline, Nelsonville, Ohio.

J. A. Lowe, Jackson, Ohio.

A. Bowen, Middleport, Ohio.

Edward Thompson, Middleport, Ohio.

William Dawson, Middleport, Ohio.

Lewis Price, Middleport, Ohio.

John H. Lowes, Carbon Hill, Ohio.

John Terrell, Pomeroy, Ohio.

George W. Wiggins, Pomeroy, Ohio.

John C. Carr, Bear Creek, Ohio.

F. M. Bobo, Valley Ford, Ohio.

G. AV. Fellows. Long Bottom, Ohio.

James W. Hicks, Hazel, Ohio.

George Humphrey, Harrisvillo, Ohio.

E. E. Curtis, Garden, Ohio.

J. A. Cowdry, Lyons, Kansas.
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Thomas Lax, Longstreth, Ohio.

G. W. Montgomery, 57 Hunt avenue, Columbus, Ohio.

Todd Gilliam, 50 North 4th street, Columbus, Ohio.

Daniel Dudley, Wav^rly, Ohio.

Gaston Hysell, Henking, Ohio

Wm. Murrah, Ruthland, Ohio.

Henry Crumble, Bridgeport, Ohio.

Wm. Miller, Cheshire, Ohio.

Dorsey Vancleif, Tuppers Plains, Ohio.

Allen Stiff, Wellston, Ohio.

B. F. Miller, White Eye Plains, Ohio.

Wm. Murray, Racine, Ohio.

S. F. Hawk, Ravenwood, W. Va.

Joseph Robson, Maiden, Ohio.

Charles Glover, Charleston, W. Va.

Robert House, Fayettte Station, W. Va.

E. L. Gilliam, Leetart, W. Va.

William M. Bone, Logan C. H., W. Va.

David Price, Logan C. H., W. Va.

D. H. Bone, Logan, C. H., W. Va.

H. T. Spicer, Guyandotte, W. Va.

John Warner, Martiusburg, W. Va.

Spencer Saulcer, Point Pleasant, W. Va.

Macon R. Willis, Showners Cross Roads, Tenu.

Moses Price, Showners Cross Roads, Tenn.

Jesse Mahaley, Showners Cross Roads, Tenn.

Wm. Mahaley, Showners Cross Roads, Tenn.

Timothy Roarak, Showners Cross Roads, Tenn.

Jesse Roarak, Showners Cross Roads, Tenn.

Rueben Cornett, Showners Cross Roads, Tenn.

Wm. Price, Showners Cross Roads, Tenn.

Capt. W. S. Fortescue, Leavenworth, Kan.

Lieut. E. A. Rosser, Coffeeville, Kan.

W. H. Fountain, El Dorado, Kan.

Lieut. J. B. Carlisle, El Dorado, Kan.

A. C. Torrence, EUinwood, Kan.

J. A. Cowdry, Lyndon, Kan.

H. P. Lee, Ingalls, Kan.
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W. H. Bnckner, Daceta, Minu.

James Stanley, Haldridge, Neb.

G. W. Calvert, Leadville, Col.

John Lamb, Danville, 111.

COMPANY K.

Lemuel Barr, Culbertson, Ohio.

James McGovern, Wellston, Ohio.

Sanfonl Stewart, Wellston, Ohio.

S. H. Emmons, Passaic, N. J.

Pleasant Webb, Rock Camp, Ohio.

J. K. Hastings, Sciotoville, Ohio.

J. H. Emmons, Ironton, Ohio.

Abraham Colheran, Ironton, Ohio.

John W^ard, Ironton, Ohio.

Walter Colford, Ironton, Ohio.

ICvan Goodman, Ironton, Ohio.

Charles Shelton, Ironton, Ohio.
\

Major E. S. Morgan, Zaleski, Ohio.

COMPANY M.

A. 8. Dempsey, Berlin X Roads, Ohio.

Janies M. Carrick, Berlin X Roads, Ohio.

Benjamin Kiser, Berlin X Roads, Ohio. ,

Lieut. W. J. Kirkendall, Dawkins Mills, Ohio.
{

Isaac Palmer, Dawkins Mills, Ohio.
,j

William Call, Jackson, Ohio. j

J. W. Beyron, Jackson, Ohio.
j

William Montgomery, Wellston, Ohio. i

Milton McKinniss, Wellston, Ohio.
;

J. McLaughlin, Wellston, Ohio.

Wesley Harmon, Wellston, Ohio.
^

Nathan Lott, W^ellston, Ohio. .

'^

D. Halderman, Ironton, Ohio. I

John Souders, Gallia Furnace, Ohio.
,

Robert Steele. Athens, Ohio.

George Zinn, Riverton, Ohio.

Joseph Provance, Walsenburg, Col.

(jeo. M. Quimby, 877 East Long Street, Columbus, O.
j

H 103 79 '4
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